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Panel 2 

Gender, Mobility and Change 

Panel organiser: Diana H. Madsen, Senior Researcher, Nordic Africa Institute, Uppsala, Sweden  

E-mail: diana.hojlund-madsen@nai.uu.se 

Postcolonial feminist critical perspectives provide important insights on the intersection of gender and race and on 

gendered and racialised representations of migrants. The panel will explore how postcolonial feminist insights 

inform theories and methodologies for research on gender, mobility and change and can work to deconstruct 

existing stereotypes and destabilise representations. Which new theoretical concepts and methodologies have 

been developed in studies of gender, mobility and change? How have insights from postcolonial feminism been 

used in new studies on gender, mobility and change? The panel will look into studies on gender and migration from 

specific African contexts and sectors as well representations of African migrants in culture and art to explore how 

migration has influenced gender relations. What are the consequences for notions of men and masculinities? And 

how has migration changed the roles of women? 

With this panel, we hope to challenge existing gendered stereotypes and representations on migration and 

explore new tendencies on gender, mobility and change. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 2 

1. ñWhen I grow up, I want to be like youò: young men, poverty and 

aspirational masculinities in contemporary Nairobi 

Author: Carolyne Egesa, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands.E-mail: C.P.Egesa@uva.nl 

Building on recent calls for focus on street-level optimism about life and the world, exemplified in Appaduraiôs 

(2013) concept of ethics of possibility, this paper takes up the question of ñaspirational masculinitiesò among poor 

young men living in marginalized neighborhoods in Nairobi, Kenya. For many of these young men, aspirational is 

the best way to describe their longing for particular forms of manhood, which remain beyond their reach due to 

economic marginality.  Despite their economic marginality, most men associated óproperô masculinity with 

hegemonic societal norms, including marriage, provisioning, breadwinning, wealth accumulation, and self-reliance. 

Perhaps as compensation for their failure to consistently perform such modes of hegemonic masculinity, however, 

these men articulated strong aspirations for masculinities that embody values of care such as positive emotion, 

interdependence, relationality, and the rejection of domination and its associated traits. Drawing on examples from 

15 months of ethnographic fieldwork, this paper attempts to theorize the complex structural, social and individual 

factors that contribute to the aspirational ócaring masculinities. We contend that the masculinity aspirations of poor 

Nairobi youth are complex; fashioned at the crossroads of structural constraints and agentive projects for a good 

life, and simultaneously supportive and resistive of traditional hegemonic manliness ideals.  Limited and mediated 

through their location on a peculiar local and global context, these young menôs aspirational masculinities both 

reflect an objective condition of practical and enduring inequality as well as a deep desire for positive social change. 

2. Understanding transnational teacher migration: narrative expressions of 

women teachers in southern Africa 

Authors: Nontokozo Mashiya and Dipane Hlalele, University of Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa.  

E-mail: mashiyaj@ukzn.ac.za; hlaleled@ukzn.ac.za 

This paper provides an exploration and subsequent understanding of the concept and practices of transnational 

women teacher migration in the southern African region. Drawing from the premise that cherishes understanding 

as a fluid, pluralistic and reciprocal exercise, we tap into the narrative expressions of women teachers in basic and 

higher education to understand the nature and factors at play in their migration. Transnational teacher migration is 

a trend that is seen to predominantly emanate from emerging to developed economies. Whilst emigration is seen 

in a negative light in that it robs fledgling economies of their valuable assets and purchasing power, developed 

economies usually reap the rewards of a skilled workforce. In addition, women teachers may be presumed to be 

less mobile than their male counterparts in many parts of the African continent. Couched within Appreciative Inquiry, 

the presenters unravel women teachersô narratives regarding their migration to other countries. For various reasons 

attributable to the ease with which certain jobs in the teaching fraternity may be accessed, most women teachers 

chose countries closest to their homes whilst fewer seem to opt for the available opportunities further afield. 

mailto:diana.hojlund-madsen@nai.uu.se
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3. Refugees under Western Eyes: Mobility, Gender and Change ï Insights, 

Tendencies and Perspectives on Research in Refugee Camps 

Author: Diana Højlund Madsen, Nordic Africa Institute, Uppsala, Sweden.  

E-mail: diana.hojlund-madsen@nai.uu.se 

Based on readings of existing case studies on gender in African refugee camps (for example in Algeria, Burundi, 

Kenya and Mauritania) the paper debates the understandings of gender and gendered representations of refugee 

women and men and interlinked male and female refugee workers. The studies seem to be divided in two groups 

respectively with an isolated focus on women listing different types of violence against women taking place in 

refugee camps describing a ódeficitô situation and women merely as victims of violence (for example Gonz§lez 

2016; Martin 2017). The other group of studies analyses the gender dynamics aiming to explain the changes 

spurred about by the refugee situation and to deconstruct stereotypical representations of the óideal female / male 

refugeeô in need of saving by the male and female refugee workers and UNHCR (for example Fidddian-Quasmiyeb 

2010; Grabska 2011; Olivius 2016; 2017 & Turner 2003; 2017). The refugee women are respectively portrayed as 

óvictimsô without agency or óequality ambassadorsô in a process of liberation with the assistance of the refugee 

workers and UNHCR as a part of their civilising mission. The refugee men are often portrayed as óperpetratorsô 

constituting a barrier for womenôs empowerment and as being óemasculatedô related to their refugee situation and 

the dependency on UNHCR. As such refugees and their culture are often perceived as being óbackwardsô and 

ósuppressedô in contrast to the ómodernô and óliberatedô west represented by the refugee workers and UNHCR. 

The studies seriously questions stereotypical assumptions pointing towards differences and power struggles 

between refugee women and alternative strategies for men. Drawing on postcolonial feminism the paper questions 

the perceptions of refugees under western eyes (rephrased from Mohanty 1988) represented by the refugee 

workers and UNHCR as well as the inside of the western represented by refugee workers and UNHCR. Based on 

these insights and tendencies perspectives on future research on mobility, gender and change will be presented. 

4. Feminist Thinking, Travelling Theories, Global Inequalities: North/South and 

South/North mobility of concepts and ideas 

Author: Signe Arnfred, Department of SocialSciences and Business, Roskilde University, Denmark.  

E-mail: signe@ruc.dk 

Transnational migration flows are marked by global inequalities. So are also transnational flows of concepts and 

ideas. This paper investigates the sometimes contradictory flows and transformations of feminist thinking, from 

colonialism onwards, with a focus on Africa. With colonialism and Christian missions, European thinking and ideas 

settled in Africa. Generally as tools of power, and with a male bias; European thinking at that point in time was 

androcentric. European thinking was, however, also used for other ends: all African leaders of struggles for 

Independence had attended European mission schools and/or universities. But also subversive knowledge was 

male biased. In the post-World War II era of ódevelopmentô, by inspiration from Western womenôs movements (from 

the 1970s onwards) critique of implicit male bias in development projects was carried to Africa by Western donors; 

first in terms of WID (Women-in-Development), later GAD (Gender-and-Development). Western feminist thinking 

also inspired incipient African feminist ideas. However, the critical intentions of WID, and particularly GAD, were 

co-opted by powerful donor institutions; in World Bank contexts ógender equalityô became a tool of economic growth. 

Travelling of feminist ideas from South to North is a more recent phenomenon, subject to other types of obstacles 

and difficulties. African gender scholars criticise Western concepts and ideas regarding gender. This critique often 

moves on an epistemological level, challenging e.g. implicitly taken-for-granted gender relations of power. 

Reception in the global North of this type of critique is, however ï even among fellow feminists ï an uphill struggle. 

Also in the world of thinking and ideas, flows and mobility North-South run smoother than vice versa. 

The paper details aspects of this history of turns, changes and contradictions in flows of feminist ideas, opening for 

a discussion of how insights from postcolonial feminist thinking may impact on studies of gender, mobility and 

change in Africa. 

 

 

Panel 3 

Mobility, Violence and Peace Culture 

Panel organisers: Victor Adetula, The Nordic Africa Institute, Sweden and Cyril Obi, APN/SSRC, USA.  

E-mail: victor.adetula@nai.uu.se 
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Several millions of people in Africa have fled their homes as a result of war, crime, riots  and other forms of violence 

and ónatural ódisasters-induced pressures. For example, the world's most extensive humanitarian crisis is currently 

playing out round the Lake Chad Basin where several millions have been displaced, and dependent on food aid, 

with million children malnourished. While some countries are dealing with the aftermath of violent conflict, others 

are experiencing new conflicts, partly fueled by clashes over access to scarce environmental resources, 

destabilizing population movements and the availability of arms. In virtually all the sub regions, the trends and 

patterns are the same with respect to violent conflicts associated with cross-border movement of population. The 

complicity of migrant populations in the insecurity in of the host countries as well as instances of xenophobic 

violence have been reported in some African countries. However, while these negative trends persist, the 

contributions of the migrant communities to peace and development in Africa is growing as demonstrated by the 

initiatives of some African diaspora. These issues are for further examination in the proposed panel, which builds 

on research, peace practices, and policy engagements on the link between population mobility, violence and peace 

in Africa by some APN-SSRC grantees and NAI researchers & associates. Thus, the proposed panels provides 

opportunity for panelists to disseminate results of their research, development & peace practice, and policy 

engagements. We expect a review of existing conceptual and theoretical constructs on the relationship between 

population mobility, conflict and peace practices. Cases studies from countries and regions of Africa will be 

entertained to enable the panelist determine the influence of population mobility on vulnerability to conflict, and 

how population mobility can enhance peace culture. Contributions that deepen our understanding of the contexts 

and contents of the conflicts between the agrarian and pastoral communities whose livelihood are welcome. Other 

important outcomes will be contributions to recent social science theories and methodologies, extensive qualitative 

data on the role of the migrant communities in conflict resolution and peace building in Africa. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 3 

1. Mobility and People: the other as Metaphor 

Author: Peter Oni, Faculty of Arts, Department of Philosophy, University of Lagos, Nigeria.  

E-mail: onipeter@hotmail.com; pioni@unilag.ed.ng 

The phenomenological appraisal of mobility and migration in Africa reveals the image of a continent oscillating 

between socio political, and historical/economic movement of people that is best understood through places, time 

and experiences. In fact, mobility and migration through their intrinsic relation relate a large-scale phenomenon to 

its local manifestation. Indeed, human movement is best understood when contextualized and localized. It is 

against this background that this paper examines the twin concepts of mobility and migration as they apply to Africa 

and precisely Nigeria. It sets to establish through a deconstructive analysis, that in addition to the ecological and 

environmental factors, human mobility, conflicts and peace initiatives in most parts of the continent are best 

understood through African pluralistic worldview and Howard Gilesô communication accommodation theory.  

Key Words:  accommodation, Africa, communication, migration, mobility, the other 

2. Conflict-Migration Nexus in Ghana: A Case of Bimbilla Conflict in the 

Northern Region 

Author: Aziz Unusah, Center for Migration Studies, University of Ghana, Legon, Ghana. 

E-mail: ayunus125@gmail.com 

The study examines the relationship between conflict and migration. Conflicts have affected several communities 

in recent times. People are central when conflict erupts. Several lives and properties have been lost, and others 

have been displaced. In order to overcome challenges conflict pose in the lives of people, some people flee to 

neighboring communities. Using both qualitative and quantitative research techniques, a total of 220 questionnaires 

were administered to return and non-migrants to address the following questions; what are the main determinants 

of migration in Bimbilla? What are the factors that lead some people to stay even in conflict situation? What 

interventions have the government and stakeholders implemented to entice people to return to Bimbilla? The study 

reveals that target attacks/killing, deteriorated economic activities emanated from the conflict, fear of gunshots and 

bullets were the main reasons for migrating. More males than females were targeted because of their constant 

involvement in the chieftaincy affairs which serve as the root cause of the conflict. People stayed in the midst of 

the conflict even though circumstances of the conflict suggest they migrate. It is further argued that people doubt 

about challenges they may face in new destinations, the perception of not belonging to any of the conflicting 

factions, familial reasons such as large family size, aged relatives, and marriage prevented a section of the 

population from migrating. Most interventions by the government aimed at restoring peace without giving 

consideration to the basic needs of the affected victims. The study recommends that interventions should aim at 

providing the basic needs such as food and accommodation to victims of the conflict. 

mailto:onipeter@hotmail.com
mailto:pioni@unilag.ed.ng
mailto:ayunus125@gmail.com
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3. Examining the Impact of Insurgency on Inter-State and Trans-Border 

Mobility in Nigeria's Northeast Region Since 2009 

Author: Daniel Olisa Iweze, Department of History and International Studies, University of Benin, Benin-City, 

Nigeria. E-mail: danielolisa2@gmail.com 

Prior to Boko Haram insurgency, there was free flow or movement of people, and goods underscoring inter-state 

and trans-border mobility in the North-East region and the neighbouring countries of Niger Republic, Chad and 

Cameroon. Insurgentôs attacks disrupted such flows transforming inter-state and trans-border routes into highways 

of terror and destruction. Insurgentsô targeted attacks at motorists, commuters, security personnel, students, 

traders, politicians, traditional rulers, road construction workers, and ordinary people. This made road travel to 

become a risky undertaking with adverse socio-economic impacts on the region and bordering countries. This 

paper adopts the risk society theory of Ulrich Beck in exploring the daily risks insurgent`s attacks had posed to 

road travel, multiple livelihoods and transport infrastructure. This paper submits that road transport infrastructure 

and trans-border mobility constituted one of the major targets of terrorist attacks leading the growing insecurity in 

Nigeriaôs Northeast. 

4. History, Trajectories, Politics and Consequences of Migration in the Horn of 

Africa 

Author: Redie Bereketeab, The Nordic Africa Institute, Uppsala, Sweden.E-mail: redie.bereketeab@nai.uu.se 

Migration in the Horn of Africa (HOA) has a long history. From the 1950s-1980s people from the HOA used to 

migrate to the Middle East in search for greener pasture. In the 1990s, trends began to shift. Indeed, the magnitude, 

trajectories and politics have changed dramatically. In recent years, the proportion of youth leaving the region, 

destination Europe, grew astronomically. The routes pursued and tragedies they entailed hit all-time high as 

magnified by world media reaching every household. This generated intense worldwide debate and discourse 

about the moral economy of migration/asylum. Ironically, the tragedies screened in televisions worldwide could not 

decrease the flow of people through dangerous routes. Why this dramatic and dangerous increase now? Although 

the nature of migration have changed, the drivers, basically, remain the same. The drivers of migration are multiple. 

Some of the traditional drivers are state crisis, intra-state and inter-state conflicts, external interventions, 

environmental degradation, underdevelopment and poverty, youth unemployment, etc. forcing people to flee their 

home countries. The push and pull factors as component elements of drivers are consistently changing. The host 

statesô policies and diaspora communityô influences also compound migration drivers. The flow of youth to Europe 

is, very much propelled by the European politics of asylum where some groups are given blanket asylum 

recognition, which not only increase the pull factor for those groups, but also dictate the claims of origin. Asylum 

claimants are compelled to reset their stories and narratives as well as home origin contingent on asylum policies 

in European countries. They have to, constantly; adjust to the asylum market supply in order to boost their chance 

of grants of asylum status. Is this fostering culture of market driven migration/asylum claims and politics? In 

addition, what are the consequences for society of origin and the host societies?  The paper will critically interrogate 

the history, trajectories, politics and consequences of migration from the HOA. It will closely interrogate role and 

responsibility of national states, diaspora groups, European states and the individuals themselves. 

5. Nomadic Fulani Herdsmenôs Violent Attacks in Southeastern Nigeria, and 

Their Effects on Adolescents Wellbeing: Implications for Good Governance 

Author: Anthony Sopuruchi Anih, Abo Akademi University Vaasa, Finland.E-mail: aanih@abo.fi 

Objective: To analyze the negative effects of the violent attacks by the Ethnic Militia called Nomadic Fulani 

Herdsmen, in the Southeastern geo-political region of Nigeria, with a focus on their impact on adolescents living in 

the region.  

Method: Data were collected with a questionnaire administered to schools. Two-hundred and fifty adolescents (170 

girls, 80 boys; mean age 16.1 years, SD 1.1) participated in filling in the questionnaire pertaining of both single 

items and scales measuring PTSD, physical punishment, domestic violence, parental negativity, anti-social 

behavior, poverty and war experiences. 

Results: Girls scored significantly higher than boys of symptoms of PTSD.Out of the two hundred and fifty 

adolescents, 20.8% had lost someone close to them during the war, and 8.4% had themselves been injured. Nine 

percent had themselves injured someone during the war, and 5.2% had actually killed someone during the war. It 

is of importance to note that 1.8% reported having been raped by an armed group, and 1.2% reported having been 

taken as a sex slave. 

mailto:danielolisa2@gmail.com
mailto:Redie.Bereketeab@nai.uu.se
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Conclusions: The results indicate that the Fulani herdsmen attacks had a strongly negative impact on the 

adolescents which are likely to affect them throughout the rest of their lives. 

Key words: Fulani herdsmen, ethnic militia, Nigeria, adolescents, gender, war, PTSD, rape, murder 

 

 

Panel 4 

Re-viewing the Gender-Migration nexus 
Panel organisers: Titilope F. Ajayi, Legon Centre for International Affairs and Diplomacy, University of Ghana and 

Margaret Monyani, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa.  

E-mails: titiajayi@gmail.com and cc the same to monyanim0@gmail.com 

This NAD 2018 panel on Gender and Mobility invites papers on any topic related to migration and gender in Africa. 

We especially welcome papers from early career scholars or current PhD students from across Africa. We welcome 

paper proposals from a variety of methodological approaches but specifically those that examine the gender-

migration nexus in Africa including but not limited to gender and migrantôs security, transnational feminisms, rural-

urban migration within unitary states, migrant-led social movements about human rights, transnational migration, 

refugee management, mobility of gendered ideologies among others. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 4 

1. Recreating the ñInkundlaò: Gender, migration and space in Johannesburg, 

South Africa 

Author: Thatshisiwe T. Ndlovu, Public Affairs Research Institute (Witwatersrand Institute) University of 

Witwatersrand, South Africa. E-mail: thatshisiwe2ndlovu@yahoo.com 

This article focuses on the interplay between migration, gender and space. In particular, the focus is on how women 

in South Africa experience the male dominated spaces in the city of Johannesburg. The paper tries to bring an 

understanding of the place of women in such a male dominated space in Johannesburg. The paper historicises the 

taxi rank as an extension or creation of this male dominated space which was taken away from black male South 

African due to male migration into the urban space controlled by white males reducing black African men to young 

boys. The ñinkundlaò space was usurped from the men during colonialism when men had to migrate to the city. The 

article argues that the taxi rank is a recreation of the same patriarchal space for men where they can control and 

reclaim their dominance. Patriarchal ideas move along as men move to the urban areas forging space in the urban 

areas and for Johannesburg, the taxi rank has become one such space. The creation of the urban area resulted in 

the migration of the male into these spaces followed by women. The article historicises the history of the urban and 

how apartheid emasculated men. The taxi rank creates this new political subject, the space where they create the 

space in which they can be patriarchal and as such these spaces become dangerous spaces for women. The 

article relies heavily on interviews and observations conducted at Bree taxi rank and Noord taxi rank located in the 

core of the city of Johannesburg. These spaces have recorded high levels of gender based violence on women 

who always find themselves on the wrong side of the ñnormalò woman behaviour. 

2. Swallows from the Sahara: Female Migration in Chimamanda Adichieôs 

Americanah and Chika Unigweôs On Black Sistersô Street 

Author: Daniel Chukwuemeka, Department of English and Literary Studies, Godfrey Okoye University Enugu, 

Nigeria.E-mail: dchukwuemeka@gouni.edu.ng 

This study is set out to group Chimamanda Adichieôs Americanah and Chika 

Unigweôs  On Black Sistersô Street with comparative reference to how postcolonial experiences propel their female 

characters into migration. While a number of European and North American species of sparrows are long-

distance migrants, the West and South African swallows are non-migratory. The reversal of this avian metaphor in 

this presentation is a way of asserting that postcolonial African literature has been expanded by migration literature 

by moving away from the patriarchal stereotype of the female as weak and docile, with their only function being 

that of child-bearing, rearing and domestic chores, to its introduction of gender, sexuality and class discourse in 

relation to female migration. Hence the comparative analysis of female migration experiences in both texts gives 

us a good understanding of how the female protagonists endlessly recreate themselves through their encounters 

with social complexities and discriminating experiences of being a female, African minority in a foreign land. This 

mailto:titiajayi@gmail.com
mailto:monyanim0@gmail.com
mailto:thatshisiwe2ndlovu@yahoo.com
mailto:dchukwuemeka@gouni.edu.ng
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_migration
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results in their identity going beyond the memories of past and reaching a level of maturity or, as Fanon admits, a 

sort of participating in the creation of a human social worldðthat is, a world of reciprocal recognition and 

adventures. The intellectual tool used to analyze the form of migration from female perspectives is postcolonial 

criticism vis-à-vis the question of identity. The methods employed in the analysis include finding out the motive 

behind the migration of the female characters, unearthing of the result of such migration, which is diasporic-identity 

formation, and the investigation of the concepts of in-betweenness, borderless cosmopolitanism and transitory 

identities, concepts that house the basic characteristics to classify a literary work as the literature of migration. In 

doing this, we find that the themes and motifs of feminist migration literature and the postcolonial female conditions 

are creatively intertwined in both texts. 

Keywords: female / migration / the diaspora / gender / identity 

3. Coping with the constraining dynamics of securitisation: A case of Somali 

women refugees in Nairobi, Kenya 

Author: Margaret Monyani, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa. E-mail: monyanim0@gmail.com 

Contemporary governance of refugees globally is exercised through the prism of crisis, threats and risks especially 

for host states that seek to ñmanageò them through regimes of increasing securitization. Indeed, current anxieties 

associated with global conflict and refugee flows, particularly from the Middle-Eastern and sub-Saharan African 

migrant itineraries through Northern Africa, have refocused global attention on refugees. Their criminalization by 

sanctuary-states has in a way led to the growing difficulties of refugees to live decently and without fear in their 

new, ñhostsò settings. This paper is about such global dynamics associated with refugee governance from an 

African standpoint by focusing on the livelihood situations of Somali women refugees in Nairobi, Kenya. As its main 

argument, this paper focuses on the growing securitization of refugee management in Kenya which generates 

increasing challenges for the everyday livelihoods of these urban women refugees and their families which compels 

them to respond in creative, adaptive ways so as to cope with these constraining dynamics of securitization.The 

paper specifically aims at exploring the various policies, institutions and practices that constitute the securitisation 

regime in Kenya and their impact on the safety and dignity of Somali women refugees in Nairobi Kenya, be it social, 

political or economic. 

4. When men care: exploration of shifting gender roles among migrant men in 

Johannesburg, South Africa 

Author: Linda Musariri Chipatiso, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands & Eileen Moyer. 

E-mail: lcmusariri@yahoo.co.uk 

Migration can shift gender dynamics, gender roles and the traditional family structures. In many Africa countries, 

caregiving roles and domestic chores are presumed to be the responsibility of women, while men are expected to 

earn sufficient income to support the household. This division of labour, which is often reinforced via traditionalizing 

discourses, reinforces gender inequality. This paper draws on data obtained from an anthropological study that 

aimed to look at masculinities and violence in South Africa. The ethnographic data was obtained from participant 

observation, in depth interviews and informal conversations which were conducted from June 2017 to February 

2018 in the inner city of Johannesburg, South Africa.  This paper focuses on two men who took on caregiving 

responsibilities, going against their traditional gender norms. Though of distinct background, both men found 

themselves in a similar predicament resulting from their being migrants living far from home with limited kin 

networks to call upon in times of need. In short, they were left with little choice but to provide care for people they 

considered family. Although both men choose to take up the responsibility of providing physical care for others, 

despite being men and despite going against gendered cultural norms, we hesitate to argue that their behavior be 

read as evidence of changing gender norms. Neither is it actively questioning the status quo. Rather, it is seems 

to be a combination of imposition and chance that leads each of them to become a caregiver. Due to the social 

and economic milieu in which migrants find themselves while living in Johannesburg, they sometimes have to take 

on non-traditional gender roles, but neither of them celebrates this behavior as enlightened, feminist, or even 

normal. 

 

 

mailto:monyanim0@gmail.com
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Panel 5 

African Women Migrants: Reflections Along the Journey 
Panel organisers: Hanna Amanuel, Addis Continental School of Public Health, Ethiopia. Danait Mengist, Harvard 

University, United States. Luwam Dirar, EriLaws, United States.E-mail: htamanuel@gmail.com 

Predominant discourses on migration today often reduce migrant experiences to acts of economic upward 

mobilityðwith a hyper-emphasis on South-North migration, while deflecting attention from the more common 

South-South migrationðand/or spectacular expressions of political protest against ófailedô African states. In this 

panel, we argue that the causes of migration are not easily generalizable. While we do not aim to list all the push 

and pull factors for African migrants, we seek to disaggregate the category of African migrants by focusing on the 

experiences of African women at three key points along their journeys: at home, in transit, and at the destination. 

As Eritrean migrant women drawing from legal and African studies, we aim to discuss the gendered aspects of 

migration within and from Africaða lens that is often overlooked. 

The key questions that orient this panel includes: what gendered factors motivate womenðacross various ethnic, 

geographic, and class linesðto leave óhomeô? How do African women migrants óin transitô construct and navigate 

their womanhood's and sexualities? How are African women migrants imagined by state and non-state actors (i.e. 

the police, healthcare providers, humanitarian aid organizers)? Lastly, once they have reached their ódestinationô, 

how do the policies of bodies like the European Union frame and approach African women migrants? The panel 

will conclude with policy recommendations that take seriously the complex, gendered experiences of African 

women migrants. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 5 
1. ñWho would not love to give birth in America?ò The Views, Lived 

Experiences and Meaning for having American óJackpot Babiesô Among Urban 

Dwellers in Ghana 

Author: Ada Adoley Allotey, Centre for Migration Studies, University of Ghana, Ghana. 

E-mail: Adoley2002@yahoo.com 

Contemporary studies have tried to understand the motivations behind expectant women participating in birth 

tourism to the USA, probably for citizenship and a passport. Yet, most of the studies have not explored (especially 

within sub-Saharan Africa) the perceptions of citizens back in the home countries of these expectant women on 

their decision to have American ójackpot babiesô, what the real motivations are for those who are yet to embark on 

birth tourism and the ólivedô experiences of Ghanaian families with American ójackpot babiesô. Using a survey and 

semi-structured in-depth interviews, data was collected from 261 urban dwellers from the Greater Accra, Ashanti 

and Central regions, and 17 Ghanaian families with American ójackpot babiesô, respectively. The majority of urban 

dwellers were aware of the birth tourism to the USA and more than fifty percent of those sampled expressed their 

desire to have óAmerican jackpot babiesô. The study found that urban dwellers who had positive views on the 

decision by some Ghanaian women to give birth in the USA believed that they acted órationallyô by seeking their 

own interests to have access to better medical care during pregnancy and delivery, to secure a better future and 

opportunities for their children and it was a good strategy for future survival. On the other hand, respondents who 

were not enthused about this form of tourism view the birth touristsô decision as an unnecessary venture, a sign of 

low self-esteem and lack of confidence in Ghana as a country, and an exhibition of unpatriotic behaviour. For the 

Ghanaian families with American ójackpot babiesô, the American birthright citizenship, social realities in Ghana and 

their long-term aspirations which encompass factors such as quality of life and caring motivated them to give birth 

in the USA, sometimes at the peril of the mothers-to-be and their unborn children. 

2. Renegotiating gender relations within transnational space: the case study of 

Eritrean women in Milan 1975-2015 

Author: Mikal Woldu, SOAS, University of London, UK. E-mail: mikal.woldu@googlemail.com   

Migration is a gendered experience, shaping male and female migrants differently. Literature on migration suggests 

that with the experience of displacement from oneôs cultural and social moorings, ótraditionalô social structures tend 

to be weakened, resulting in changes to the traditional division of labour and understating of gender relations and 

roles. 

mailto:htamanuel@gmail.com
mailto:Adoley2002@yahoo.com
mailto:mikal.woldu@googlemail.com
mailto:mikal.woldu@googlemail.com
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By looking at the case study of Eritrean women in Milan between the late 1970s and 2015, I intend to explore the 

changing Eritrean-specific gender roles emerging within transnational spaces, and analyse to what extent they 

remain the same or different over time, and across generations. 

Specifically, I wish to explore to what extent competing conceptions of gender roles, between the home-country 

and the country  of settlement, are negotiated and reconstructed across different dimensions, by looking at 

individualsô households (child-rearing, division of labour within the home), education/employment choices (are 

expectations for second generations gendered?) and by looking at informantsô social networks. 

3. Is Feminization of International Migration in the Making in Post-2000 Eritrea 

Author: Netserreab Ghebremichael Andom, Independent researcher associated with CEDEJ-Khartoum, Sudan. 

E-mail: netsereab.andom@gmail.com 

Since the dawn of the millennium, youth irregular migration has captured public attention both through extensive 

media coverage and scholarly works. Deploying a state-centric perspective, Eritrea has, in those narratives, been 

dubbed as óa country whose citizens want to forgetô (Copnall, 2009). Such narratives and discourses invoke the 

civil and political rights violations that the repressive Eritrean politico-military elites have used since 2001 as the 

main culprit to the human tragedy that Eritrean irregular youth migrants experience during, en route and after their 

flight in search of protection and fulfilled life. Strikingly such narratives generally depict that all Eritrean youths ï 

irrespective of their gender ï are fleeing their homeland owing to indiscriminate state violence. 

Up until fairly recently migration studies was short of gendered perspectives (Mahler and Pessar, 2006).  Owing to 

activistsô efforts, horrifying media coverage that female migrants experience and heated policy debates among 

migrant receiving countries such knowledge lacuna is however starting to be addressed (Schrover and Moloney, 

2013).  In the context of what some activists have dubbed as ñMillennium- ùSawa-refugeeò, researchers have in 

fact gone further to highlight that since Eritrean female youths are the victims of gender-specific violence mostly 

perpetrated by corrupt and unaccountable state authorities (notably those in the defense sector), they are either 

more vulnerable to state violence or have already experienced a disproportionate proportion of violence 

(Abdulkader, 2008; SIHA, 2013; and COIE, 2015). Such assertions suggest that Eritrean female migrantsô plight 

does not only deserve a sympathizing heart from human rights defenders and the refugee regime, but also a special 

consideration in granting adequate protection by the western countries as part of their claim of moral superiority to 

the former colonized societies. 

Using critical realist perspective that is informed by extended field observation both in Eritrea and Sudan, in this 

paper I argue two overlooked factors that specifically account for the surge in Eritrean female youthsô exit from their 

homeland: First, the Eritrean governmentôs relative softer exit policy for female youths. While Eritrean policy makers 

have, since the outbreak of the Ethio-Eritrean second war, reverted to ñstate hardnessò, they have mostly adopted 

a softer national service recruitment and emigration policies towards females. The authoritiesô favorable emigration 

policy towards females is likely to be rationalized on two assumptions: 1) Supposition of female migrantsô lesser 

subversive political engagements, and 2) Actual or perceived possibilities of greater remittances from female 

migrants. 

The second overlooked factors that explicates the surge in Eritrean female youthsô independent international 

migration relates to the gradual erosion of patriarchal ideology that used to have full control over their mobility. 

Among other factors that brought about such socio-cultural transformation, the ñmultiple uncertaintiesò that post-

2000s Eritrean communities have experienced is implicitly and explicitly resulting in parental goading of female 

emigration as a ñrisk aversion strategy.ò 

4. Rethinking Eritrean Womenôsô Struggle for Emancipation: Social Oppression 

and Migration 

Author: Danait Mengist, Harvard University, United States. E-mail: dmengist@jd18.law.harvard.edu 

Sporting an afro and wearing her khaki shorts, the female freedom fighter, or tegadalit, was the iconic image of the 

Eritrean struggle for liberation at the dawn of the countryôs independence.  The 30-year war of independence fought 

by the Eritrean Peopleôs Liberation Front (EPLF) against neighboring Ethiopia distinguishes itself not only for being 

the longest lasting in African history but also for having the highest level of participation by women.  More than 30% 

of the EPLF, the dominant group in the fight for independence, consisted of women.  These women participated in 

the struggle at an unprecedented level; they played a wide range of roles such as ñfront-line fighters, superior 

officers, soldiers, cell organizers, fund-raisers, operatives, medics, car mechanics, etcéò (Campbell 2005: 378) As 

a revolutionary group, the EPLFôs aims were double-fold.  On the one hand, it was fighting the vastly more powerful 

and well-funded Ethiopian military, while on the other hand it was working to eradicate traditional social structures 

in favor of an egalitarian and collective, revolutionary society. (Frankland 1996: 415) Womenôs empowerment was 

deemed essential to challenging traditional society and therefore necessary to the liberation movement.  Despite 
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protests from patriarchal voices in society, the EPLF brought about concrete changes in marriage and land 

ownership laws that greatly improved the lives of women. Furthermore, by providing education to all its members, 

it gave women access to opportunities that were previously unavailable to them. 

After the EPLF victory in May 1991 and Eritreaôs subsequent ascent to statehood, the improved status of women 

continued to be a point of pride within the newly established government.  Legally, the new state granted women 

equal rights in the 1997 Constitution and established a quota system that guarantees at least 30% membership of 

women in the national assembly (Mekonnen and van Reisen 2011: 60).  While these developments appeared to 

continue the progressive ideals fostered during the liberation struggle, in reality many of the changes were left 

unimplemented.  For instance, even though the Constitution was ratified in 1997, it has yet to be put into practice, 

meaning that the rights it guarantees to women have yet to take effect.  Furthermore, following the second war 

against Ethiopia between 1998 and 2000, the Eritrean government, under the rule of former EPLF leaders now 

renamed the Peopleôs Front for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ), has increasingly turned towards authoritarian 

measures to maintain control of the country and dispel any opposition.  What effects might these changes have on 

the progression of womenôs migration? Are the ideals of womenôs rights that were so heavily promoted during the 

liberation war continuing to be upheld in Eritrea or are the current realities of womenôs lives far different from the 

image of the empowered khaki-wearing tegadalit? In this paper, I argue that the causes of migration for Eritrean 

women are not only political or economic oppression but also social. 

5. States of Suspension: Navigating Eritrean Womanhood and Sexuality in 

Khartoum 

Author: Hanna Amanuel, Addis Continental Institute of Public Health, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

E-mail: htamanuel@gmail.com 

Limited research has been conducted on the topic of Eritrean migrants and refugees in the Global South. This 

paper operates at the intersection of womenôs health and sexuality, forced migration, and humanitarian 

intervention. It explores how healthcare providers, the police, humanitarian aid organizers, and Eritreans 

themselves construct, act upon, and navigate Eritrean womanhood and sexuality in Khartoum. It centers 

sexualityðand the violent attack on itðas a lens through which to explore mass migration from Eritrea to Sudan, 

a focal point that is quite novel in the literature on forced migration. Moreover, it frames Khartoum not only as a 

transit point - a state of suspension - but also as a state of movement, of seeking connection, of self-making. To 

provide some context, according to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), more than 

100,000 Eritrean refugees live in northern Sudan (2014). For many Eritreans, Sudan is the first stop in longer 

journeys north and south--through Egypt and the Sinai desert to Israel, Libya and the Mediterranean Sea to 

southern Europe, South Africa, and even Central America to the United States, among other ever-changing routes 

(Connell 2012). This section explores the ways in which Eritrean women migrants imagine and navigate their place 

in Khartoum, as well as how actors like healthcare providers, the police, and humanitarian aid organizers from 

UNHCR and the International Office for Migration (IOM) seek to intervene. It argues that at the center of Eritrean 

womanhood and sexuality as evoked and acted upon by state agents, humanitarian aid organizers, and Eritreans 

themselves lies an interior world where Eritrean women self-make. Stuck at a transit point, Eritrean women are 

often tactful, adopting identities that enable them to survive in alienating and violent spaces. 

6. An intersectional account of Ethiopian womenôs circular migration 

Author: Dusit Abdi Ali, Master student of cultural anthropology at Uppsala University, Sweden.  

E-mail: abdialidusit@gmail.com 

Even though migration experience is very personal, it affects families and communities.  Ethiopian womenôs 

migration to the Middle East and the Gulf States is commonly seen positive and normally labeled as voluntary 

labour migration by their families, their peers, the Ethiopian authorities and society at large. However, an 

intersectional analysis shows different elements exerting several levels of pressure upon the womenôs decision of 

leaving/returning Ethiopia for working in the Middle East and the Gulf States. In this presentation, we will review, 

on the one hand, which elements are behind the processes of migration and re-migration, and on the other hand, 

how these factors shape the complexity of everyday life of migrant Ethiopian women both at home and abroad. 

The ethnographic fieldwork, in which this paper builds on, comprises observations and semi-structured interviews 

with 12 Ethiopian women, carried out in Addis Ababa in spring 2016. The results extracted from fieldwork reveals 

a somewhat different reality that the simple account of women pursuing economic gains. Even when there are 

indeed economic reasons implicated, other elements such as family obligations, class affiliation and the influence 

of gender-oriented labor market are also fostering women to decide to migrate, but also to return and to migrate 

again in a circular migration flow. Besides this, the intersection of different identities and belongings condition the 

womenôs position in front of other actors such as migration agencies, at home, and employers, abroad. In 

conclusion, this paper intends to illustrate how different elements engage in the development of circular migration 
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of Ethiopian women and how these create tensions between different factors pointing out, as well, the importance 

of intersectionality in analyzing these phenomena. 

 

Panel 6 

Digital Mobilities: Representation and Self-Representation 

of the Digital African Citizen 
Panel organisers: Hilde Arntsen, Oslo Metropolitan University, Norway and Ylva Ekström, Uppsala University, 

Sweden. E-mail: Hilde.Arntsen@hioa.no 

Digital online communication enables processes of change that are integral parts of narratives of mobility and 

movement in contemporary Africa. Social media are a ubiquitous part of society, with digital communication 

platforms constituting sites that enable narratives of mobility to circulate. Digital narratives understood as narratives 

created and re-created online can be understood as complex web of motivations, rationales and aspirations behind 

digital mobilities that are established through individual profiles, user communities or online debates. We 

investigate the role of presentation and re-presentation of the digital self in these processes of establishing 

narratives of global mobilities, and we argue that seeking to grasp the usersô or citizensô perspective is essential.  

Recent scholarship claims that presentation and re-presentation of self in digital communication should not be 

studied in isolation, but must be seen as integral parts of the larger political, cultural and societal aspects of 

communication. While individuals use the mobile telephones and the Internet in the search for information, news, 

entertainment, or to interact with others using social media, the constructed and scripted nature of the digital profiles 

or online narratives is often overlooked. Online it is possible to craft onesô Facebook profiles to reflect onesô cultural, 

political, or social identities, to create particular, multiple or divergent personae, and to participate in national, 

regional or global Twitter campaigns such as #bringbackourgirls, #Rhodesmustfall, #feesmustfall or #Metoo. Digital 

narratives are crafted for political or business purposes for instance through YouTube, Instagram or WhatsApp. 

Analysing the representation and re-presentation of self is one way of understanding these global digital narratives. 

This panel seeks to critically investigate the online representation and re-presentation of the African digital citizen. 

Using text and image-based analyses within critical media studies, combining novel and standard methodological 

approaches, research presented here studies dynamic digital narratives of mobility in contemporary Africa. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 6 

 1. Voice for the voiceless? Ethiopian Diaspora Influence in Homeland Politics 

Author: Abel Kemal Endashaw, School of Oriental and African Studies, SOAS, University of London, UK. 

E-mail: 644062@soas.ac.uk 

Diasporas are growing communities in the world and play an important role in contributing to the development of 

their country of origin and country of residence. The vast majority of literature on diaspora focuses on the financial 

and social contributions of the Diaspora in their country of origin - remittance and knowledge transfers. But, less is 

researched on the sensitive topic of diaspora politics and their transnational political engagement in their homeland 

politics using new forms of technology. There is also limited understanding on the role they play in shaping political 

debates back home. So, the aim of this paper will be to fill this gap by seeking to understand the transnational 

political activism among the Ethiopian diaspora and see if they have any influence in the homeland politics but also 

in their host countries by lobbying host governments for diplomatic support and promote their causes to get 

international attention. 

In 2016 Ethiopia has been caught by ongoing wave of protests by two of the largest ethnic groups in the country ï 

the Oromoôs and the Amharaôs. The main cause of the so-called Oromo protest was the Addis Ababa master plan 

which will see the expansion of the city of Addis in to the surrounding Oromia towns and villages. The Amharaôs 

later joined the protest to demonstrate a long standing territorial dispute with the neighbouring Tigray region. Soon, 

these two main causes of the protesters have changed and both groups started to demand more economic and 

political rights. The Ethiopian diaspora was following events very closely. Ethiopia has a sizable number of Diaspora 

population scattered around the world and these Diasporas are known to be very active participants in homeland 

politics. Unlike in the past, they were not only following these two protests, but they were also trying to be part of 

the conversation in real time with the help of new forms of communication. By doing that they have played a key 

role in becoming a voice for the voiceless by informing the outside world about whatôs happening inside the country 
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as there was an information gap. Itôs evident by looking at the online conversation that the Ethiopian Diaspora is 

having during these two protests, their political participation and activism has increased. But, little is known to what 

extent their involvement in the homeland politics have real and tangible influence in the politics back home and if 

they have put pressure on the government to change courses. To this end this paper hopes to examine and 

understand the changing dynamics of the Ethiopian diaspora influence in their homeland politics by looking at these 

two protests as a starting point. 

2. Conceptualising the ramifications of the exhibition, circulation, and 

dissemination of certain contemporary and digital African mobilities 

Author: Emmanuel Balogun, Visual Ideation. MA African Studies, School of Oriental and African Studies, 

University of London, UK. BA Anthropology, Goldsmiths College, University of London, UK. 

E-mail: eb@visual-ideation.com 

Questions of what the future holds for Africa and Africans are considerations that Africans and non-Africans are 

often reckoned with. The distant and ideal achievement of socioeconomic development for Africa has been 

contentiously discussed, imagined, and is often lamented by global, local Africans and Non-Africans living within 

and beyond the hinterlands of African life-worlds. As Congolese philosopher V-Y Mudimbe states in an anchoring 

work, óAfrica as a name, as an idea, and as an object of academic discourse has been and remains fraughtô, we 

know Africa as the contrast between ówhat it is and what it could beô. As evidenced by contemporary artists from 

the continent and its African diaspora (Stephen Tayo, Mowalola, Kenneth Ize and Ib Kamara), cultures of 

technology, namely social media, propagate new narratives of a continent and people in-flux. Through primary 

research and examination of cult, popular and consumer-facing image-based culture this paper will unpack the 

creation and life of the contemporary African image. This research seeks to interrogate the ecosystems that breed 

such forms of representation, with a view to conceptualise the ramifications of the exhibition, circulation, and 

dissemination of certain contemporary and digital African mobilities. 

3. Digital Mobilities: Representation and Self-Representation of the Digital 

African Citizen 

Authors: Hilde Arntsen, Development Studies, Oslo Metropolitan University, Oslo, Norway & Ylva Ekström, Media 

and Communication Studies at Uppsala University, Sweden. 

E-mail: Hilde.Arntsen@oslomet.no; ylva.ekstrom@im.uu.se 

Digital online communication enables processes of change that are integral parts of narratives of mobility and 

movement in contemporary Africa. Social media are a ubiquitous part of society, with digital communication 

platforms constituting sites that enable narratives of mobility to circulate. Digital narratives understood as narratives 

created and re-created online can be understood as complex web of motivations, rationales and aspirations behind 

digital mobilities that are established through individual profiles, user communities or online debates. We 

investigate the role of presentation and re-presentation of the digital self in these processes of establishing 

narratives of global mobilities, and we argue that seeking to grasp the usersô or citizensô perspective is essential. 

Recent scholarship claims that presentation and re-presentation of self in digital communication should not be 

studied in isolation, but must be seen as integral parts of the larger political, cultural and societal aspects of 

communication. While individuals use the mobile telephones and the Internet in the search for information, news, 

entertainment, or to interact with others using social media, the constructed and scripted nature of the digital profiles 

or online narratives is often overlooked. Online it is possible to craft onesô Facebook profiles to reflect onesô cultural, 

political, or social identities, to create particular, multiple or divergent personae, and to participate in national, 

regional or global Twitter campaigns such as #bringbackourgirls, #Rhodesmustfall, #feesmustfall or #Metoo. Digital 

narratives are crafted for political or business purposes for instance through YouTube, Instagram or WhatsApp. 

Analysing the representation and re-presentation of self is one way of understanding these global digital narratives. 

This paper seeks to provide a review of the field of the emerging body of research on online representation and re-

presentation in studies of dynamic digital narratives of mobility in contemporary Africa. Drawing on a wide variety 

of recent scholarship, we seek to assess the forefront of the field, and point to a few problematics and missing 

aspects that need further research. 

4. Risk and Romance, Mobility and Mobile phones among young women in 

Cape Town 

Author: Nanna Schneidermann, Aarhus University, Denmark. E-mail: schneidermanns@gmail.com 

The paper revisits work on mobile media use and romance among young women in Africa by engaging gendered 

space-time among poor black women in Cape Town and their use and avoidance of mobile phones. It does so 
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based on one year of ethnographic fieldwork on the role of media in pregnancy, birth and motherhood in Cape 

Town. Phones are by young women as well as their mothers seen as a dangerous device that leaves them 

vulnerable to the sexual desires of men and can potentially make them victims of gendered violence and other 

forms of crime. Yet the phone is also a site for romance, desire and positive potential for young women, as they 

seek out adventure, pleasure, better futures and new friends in the city. The mobile phone shapes a particular time-

space where mobility in the city is closely related with risk and romance. The paper explores these digital mobilities 

in three stories of romance, risk and mobile phones from black women in Cape Town, complicating the notion of 

digital citizenship in Africa as based on the premise that everyone uses mobile phones and that increased 

connectivity is always positive. 

5. Reshaping Digital Narratives and the Popularization of Female Nudity as a 

Form of Political Protest in Africa: The Case of Cameroon and Togo 

Author: Susana Yene Chimy Awasom, Faculty of Economics and Management Sciences, University of Buea, 

Cameroon. E-mail: susanawasom@yahoo.com 

The Arab Spring demonstrated the potency of the social media in circulating political ideas and bringing about 

revolutionary transformations. This paper sets out to examine the role of social media in the mobilization of women 

as spectacular agents of nation-wide protest movements. It explores the craft of online profiles as a channel to 

circulate ideas, mobilize women and synchronize their dress code and code of conduct for the mass political 

protests in both Cameroon and Togo. On 1 October 2017 women across the length and breadth of secessionist 

Anglophone Cameroon followed social media directives from cyber-media revolutionaries in the Diaspora to start 

staging colorful demonstrations in white-red garments suspended just above their breasts, easy to be thrown off at 

the opportune moment of strike action. It was a similar event in Togo where women coming under the influence of 

social media added their voices to ongoing street protests, calling for President President Faure Gnassingbe to 

quit. On 28 August 2017 the Togolese women in Togoôs capital Lome, dropped their trousers in front of police 

forces to provoke them, to the great amusement of fellow protesters, bystanders and journalists. The social media 

mobilization of women within and beyond Africa, their dress code and nudity component of demonstrations, are 

narratives of global mobilities that constitute the major focus of this paper. The focus on social media popularization 

and constructs of women nudity makes news headlines because men enjoy watching women exposing themselves 

in public in line with menôs (presumably heterosexual) sexual subjectivity. Beyond these nude images is the issue 

of womenôs power to shape politics under fear of supernatural sanctions. The methodology of writing this paper 

includes online videos, newspaper articles, digital photographs of women demonstrating and interviews. 

6. Digital manoeuvering? WhatsApp, Young Entrepreneurs and Social Change 

in Kenya 

Authors: Hilde Arntsen, Development Studies; Oslo Metropolitan University, Oslo, Norway & Ylva Ekström, Media 

and Communication Studies at Uppsala University, Sweden. 

E-mail: Hilde.Arntsen@oslomet.no; ylva.ekstrom@im.uu.se 

Kenya has one of the ñmost active online communitiesò on the African continent, according to journalism scholar 

George Ogola (2015). Both adults and youth alike are employing low band-with social media such as WhatsApp 

as a key social organizing and communication tool. 

This contribution discusses how young university students in Western Kenya make creative use of social media 

applications, WhatsApp in particular and other social media applications thrown in for good measure, for their 

everyday communication with peer groups and friends, and how they make use of the social media to create online 

personae for themselves and their many activities. The students combine a multiplicity of entrepreneurial activities 

such as establishing charities, crowd funding and media production with the more commonplace activities of 

chatting, study-related activities and keeping in contact with family. This contribution draws on multi-sited 

ethnographic material from university students in Kenya. In line with Postill & Pink (2012), we argue that ñas social 

media practices cannot be defined as phenomena that take place exclusively onlineò, hence we are doing 

internetrelated ethnography, rather than internet ethnography. By making use of both on-site and online 

ethnographies among university studentsô use of social media, we explore how the users engage with social media 

in their everyday lives and combine to create a number of social change activities online. 

Taking the point of departure in our fieldwork in Kenya, our methodological approach will thus be the second focus 

in this contribution. After having started out as regular interviews with a select group of respondents, the study 

engages in online ethnography with the users now inside the WhatsApp platform, which is the favoured mode of 

communication for the respondents in question. Creating WhatsApp groups for our ethnographic purposes, we 

follow the young people online, posing questions at regular intervals and attempting to engage in group discussions 

online. Thus combining the insights gained through regular interviews, we move to internet-related ethnography for 
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following up the users online. In so doing, we will argue that we manage to enhance the ethnographic scope of our 

material, allowing for more extended period of interchange with the users in the platform where they are constantly 

active. 

The application of internet-related ethnography rests on the argument that mapping peopleôs online activities 

require time, but allows for increased engagement with the users. Thus exploring how young university students 

make creative use of the internet possibilities in a restricted social environment, we argue that the young people 

are creating a platform for self-realisation as well as exploring the internet as a platform for them as entrepreneurs. 

The social media may thus create possibilities for the young people to advocate for and bring about social change, 

as well as the more mundane activities of emphatic communication with peers. In more ways than one, they are 

competent digital maneuverers. 

 

 

Panel 7 

Beyond marginality. Ambiguities and potentialities of 

informality in Africa 
Panel organisers: Anna Baral, The Nordic Africa Institute/University of Uppsala, Sweden and Cristiano Lanzano, 

The Nordic Africa Institute, Sweden. E-mail: cristiano.lanzano@nai.uu.se 

Despite its ambiguities and the critiques formulated against it, the concept of informality keeps being 

ethnographically and theoretically productive. Hart, who popularized the concept in a seminal article (1972), has 

himself acknowledged its complexity and clarified that the informal sector is not a reserve for the poor. Yet, 

informality has predominantly been used to evoke low productivity, unreliability and insecurity characterizing large 

sectors of the African economies. In the public debate and the development sector, informal workers have been 

either victimized and made targets of policy interventions, or romanticized as neoliberal heroes (De Soto, 1989). 

To be sure, the sectors that have been analysed through the lens of informality ï such as urban petty trade, 

domestic work, small-scale mining, but also smuggling, trafficking and other less legitimate occupations ï  all share 

elements of unpredictability and precariousness. However, a significant body of work in African studies has shown 

that informality is a multifaceted field, where structural relations with the formal sphere are constantly rebuilt. 

Informal economies undergo transformations and processes of accumulation of capital and power. Informal 

workers unite, mobilise or simply find ways to navigate the uncertainties of their predicament (Lindell, 2010): not 

only do they survive, but some also prosper, constructing mechanism of social security that shun the control of the 

state, or are variably related to it. Thus, analyses of the informal need to go beyond essentialist views confining it 

to marginality. 

The panel welcomes ethnographic contributions on informal economies in Africa and their ambiguous connections 

with states and formal markets, on processes of social differentiation within the informal sector, and on the ways 

in which informal workers seek to create the conditions for prosperity in precarious situations. We also encourage 

discussion on alternative frameworks to approach informality in Africa and on its links with broader global 

processes.   

 

Approved abstracts panel 7 

1. Rubber does hit the road: The reality and significance of the informal 

economy in Africa 

Author: Christopher Changwe Nshimbi, University of Pretoria, South Africa.E-mail: csnzed@gmail.com 

This paper underscores the reality and significance of the disputed and often-tainted informal economy in Africa. 

The paper focuses on two key components of the informal economyðemployment and productionðand 

simultaneously highlights three key issues in informality that are significant to regional integration by the spatial 

way in which they relate to borders. The paper draws on a thorough review of the literature and documentary 

evidence on informality, borders and regional integration to show that though difficult to assess, the informal 

economy is a permanent African reality that dates back to the Iron Age. It is also a source of employment for many, 

sustains livelihoods and contributes to local, national and regional economies and, to regional economic integration 

from the bottom up. On their part, African nation-state borders regulate movement, presenting sever restrictions 

on especially undocumented labour migration and informal trade. With supportive policies, however, cross-border 
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movers are potentially useful partners of the state and African integration. These actors could help deepen 

integration by participating in measures designed to reduce non-tariff barriers to trade. Because grassroots actors 

suffer abuse, are ill-treated at borders and in host countries, and lack access to social protection, African borders 

should be transformed into functional bridges that link communities straddling proximate states, to establish 

amorphous borderlands that would enhance economic, social and cultural integration. 

2. Small-Scale Trade, Citizen-Making, and the Politics of Informality in Northern 

Ghana 

Author: Ulrik Jennische, University of Stockholm, Sweden.E-mail: ulrik.jennische@socant.su.se 

In the last decades, the government of Ghana have in line with a global development discourse sought to formalize 

the economy of small-scale trade, while simultaneously define it as informal. Through welfare services, such as 

health insurance and pension schemes specifically designed for actors in the ñinformal sectorò, and through the 

National Urban Policy that describe how urban planning should provide for the activities of the ñinformal economyò 

by strengthen its capacity, the state seeks to bring previously excluded actors under its realm of control and 

construct new markets. This process of citizen-making and market creation articulates a contradictory politics of 

informality that diminishes the analytical value of informal economy. Meanwhile, this process entails a moral 

engagement with the everyday life of traders. It not only defines the good citizen but transforms and merges 

different conflicting moral economies. For instance, the Ghana Investment Promotion Centre Act (GIPC 2013) 

reserves market and street trading to Ghanaians only. The policy is rarely enforced because it simultaneously 

competes with international agreements. But it enables traders to politically mobilize against foreign traders as 

immoral Others. This paper is based on ethnographic fieldwork among small-scale traders in Northern Ghana with 

a specific interest to the intersection of state, market and citizenship. It investigates how the state, amid its national 

project, frames its politics around the categories of informal and formal. It argues that this process complicates the 

use of informal economy, and explores the possibilities of moral economy (Fassin 2009) to illuminate the underlying 

moralities of this process. 

3. Responding to the challenges and opportunities of mobile money and 

digitization of financial transactions: Why African countries should follow 

India and pursue a óLess Cashô or óCash-Liteô Economy as a pathway out of 

poverty through Financial Inclusion 

Author: Franklyn Lisk, Centre for the Study of Globalisation and Regionalisation, University of Warwick, UK. E-

mail: f.lisk@warwick.ac.uk 

Personal conviction and political considerations motivated the current Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, soon 

after taking office to launch an ambitious policy of ódemonetisationô, which has contributed to increasing digitization 

of financial transactions across the country and enhanced a move towards a óless cashô economy. Despite early 

mishaps and initial frustrations, the Indian demonetisation programme has turned out to be a ógame changerô ï 

most significantly in terms of the impact on ófinancial inclusionô which presumably has directly impacted on the lives 

and livelihoods of hundreds of millions of Indians who hitherto were ñunbankedò in the sense of having no links with 

formal and informal financial institutions. Furthermore, greater financial inclusion of Indiaôs 1.3 billion people is 

believed to be a crucial factor in the progressive reduction of absolute poverty in the country. 

Based on Indiaôs experience, there are good reasons to believe that Africa should take advantage of the digital 

revolution now sweeping through the continent to promote digitization of financial transactions as a pathway out of 

poverty. The widespread use of mobile money and increasing digitization of financial transactions in many African 

countries is paving the way for óde-cashingô of the economy [i.e. the gradual phasing out of the use of currency in 

regular financial and commercial transactions and its replacement by convertible bank transactions] and 

enhancing  financial inclusion. This is significant when it is realised that presently an estimated 330 million Africans 

(i.e. about 80 per cent of the continentôs working-age population) use no formal or informal financial services. 

Financial dealings are predominantly currency-oriented, rather than bank transactions, and whatever savings take 

place usually involve stashing bank notes at home (i.e. óunder the mattressô syndrome). This situation leaves 

millions of individuals and households in the continent without the ability to accumulate enough capital to escape 

poverty. Similarly, the millions of Africans who etch out a living in the so-called informal sector ï which represents 

nearly half of GDP in most part of the continent - are excluded by the nature of their livelihoods and businesses 

from joining and benefitting from formal financial services. 

The paper will argue that moving towards a less cash society through digitization of financial transactions would 

encourage, ordinary citizens, companies and public sector policy-makers to devise mechanisms to bring more 

Africans into the financial sector; drastically improve the lives of the millions who are now óunder- and unbankedô; 
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and bring many livelihoods into the realm of the formal and modern economy. This will be a major game changer 

for Africa and a foremost economic opportunity for African countries to tackle poverty and inequality through of 

financial inclusion. 

Based on available evidence, there is good reason to believe that Africa can succeed in the transition towards a 

less cash or cash-lite society. Already, a large swath of the continent is abound with mobile money and digital 

payment systems like M-Pesa  (which originated in Kenya a decade ago in 2007), EcoCash, E-Wallet  and other 

types of mobile money account.  The GSMA Foundation reported that in 2015 about 30 per cent of the total US$ 

37.4 million óoff the counterô (OTC) mobile money transactions in the world took place in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). 

These are precisely the types of innovative platforms that can play a pivotal role in the shift away from cash towards 

non-cash financial transactions in African economies. Lessons from the initial shortcomings of Indian experience 

suggest that success will require a more gradual and less stringent approach to ódemonetisationô, so as not to allow 

cash scarcity to cripple economic activity in the large informal sector which provides livelihoods for tens of millions 

of people in the continent. 

If Africa should succeed in this transition towards a less cash society, the benefits could be substantial and even 

profound. Digitization of financial transactions - mainly in terms of replacing cash by mobile and digital money - 

would save money for African countries, including reducing the costs to central banks of handling cash-based 

financial and economic transactions and of printing and processing currency notes. MasterCard estimates that 

most countries spend as much a 1 per cent of their GDP each year to print and distribute bank notes. Additionally, 

digitization of financial transactions would help to stem the flow of illicit finance and óblack money,ô thereby 

contributing to reducing corruption which is catalysed by undocumented and often untraceable cash transactions. 

Finally, when accompanied by appropriate tax reforms, digitization could raise much additional revenues for 

national and local governments. The money thus saved and additional revenue raised could go towards improving 

the lives of the poor and contribute towards meeting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through 

investments in key human development areas such as health and education. 

 

 

Panel 8 

Rethinking gendered mobilities and immobilities 
Panel organisers: Johanna Bergman Lodin, Department of Urban and Rural Development, Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences. E-mail: johanna.bergman.lodin@slu.se 

In many cultures, social norms surrounding mobility in public spaces add to the physical constraints induced by 

underdeveloped mobility-scapes by particularly curtailing womenôs freedom to move outside their residential 

compounds and beyond. Marital status, ethnicity and class are examples of other social identities negotiating 

individual mobility. Constrained mobility may also influence access to important resources and services, 

consequently impacting social mobility over a life course. 

Mobility is often conceptualized as revealed movement and used as an indicator of agency and empowerment. 

However, not all forms of movement are empowering and reflect agency. Norms can also induce mobility pressures 

on already time-constrained gendered subjects, e.g. linked to constructions of masculine responsibility for 

provisioning. The everyday or permanent movements of women and men may therefore also reflect their 

disempowerment within their households and or communities. 

In this panel I invite contributions revisiting the mobility concept by exploring its gendered meanings and power 

relations, and or interrogating the multiple ways gender and mobility in rural and urban Africa intersect, including 

causes and effects of gendered mobilities and immobilities. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 8 
1. Female immobilities: Care work and fragile social relations in Burkina Faso 

Author: Helle Samuelsen, Associate Professor and Head of Dept. University of Copenhagen, Denmark.  

E-mail: H.Samuelsen@anthro.ku.dk 

Dependency of long-distance social relations in the form of remittances are becoming increasingly important for 

rural citizens in Burkina Faso, as in many other West African countries. These relations are, however, rather fragile, 

particularly for the wives, who are becoming even more immobilized, as they are left with all the everyday 

mailto:johanna.bergman.lodin@slu.se
mailto:H.Samuelsen@anthro.ku.dk


17 
 

responsibilities at home.  The often very sporadic contact, they have with their husbands, who may be working for 

years in other countries, leave them in a void of ódouble uncertaintyô.  This includes both uncertainties about how 

to manage the next meal and the next child illness, and relational uncertainties about their position in the household 

of the absent husbandôs family. Based on long-term fieldwork in Burkina Faso including a series of interviews with 

women óstaying behindô, I focus on the often implicit, unarticulated and silent care ethics of these women and 

mothers. The notion of care ethics originates from feminist anthropology, but there is also a strong connectivity to 

Lßgstrupôs conception of the ethical. According to Lßgtrup, human life is ñnot first solitary, and then, as if by 

accident, lived together with other human beingsò (in Fink, 2007). The doing of care, often includes brute materiality 

and hard work, as stressed by Wilkinson and Kleinman (2016). High prevalence of poor nutrition and infectious 

diseases such as malaria, pneumonia and diarrhoea becomes a vicious circle, where children constantly are sick, 

and where mothers constantly have to consider what actions they should take in order to prevent or mitigate the 

next case of sickness. Hoping that their husbands eventually succeeds as migrant laborers, the wives óstaying 

behindô are in the meantime left in a kind of limbo with a very precarious economy, stripped from possibilities of 

pursuing educational aspirations, and in a very fragile position within the in-law family. 

2. The city as her oyster? Rural-urban migration and the gendering of public 

space 

Author: Elizabeth Dessie, Unit for Human Geography, Department of Economy and Society, University of 

Gothenburg, Sweden. E-mail: elizabeth.dessie@gu.se 

While feminist geography has, by large, traditionally reflected the Anglo-American experience of womanhood under 

patriarchal structures, critical and postcolonial theories have expanded these realms to incorporate an 

understanding of gender and geographies beyond the global North and across spaces that are increasingly 

reflexive and unendingly intersectional. With urbanisation rates set to skyrocket across sub-Saharan Africa in the 

coming decades, situating conceptualisations of gender within the social, economic and territorial backdrop of cities 

is crucial to understanding the processes and histories that form them. Drawing on fieldwork currently being 

conducted in Addis Ababa, this paper suggests the Ethiopian capital is undergoing a new gendering of public 

space. This gendering can be described as the artefact of livelihood strategies adopted by a distinct fraction of the 

urban population - recent rural-urban migrants - who are shifting norms and transforming relations through their 

spatial practices. By doing so, migrants, in their newly fitted urban stature, are re-producing the economic and 

social landscape of the streets. The paper leans on early findings and observations of these changes which point 

to the marginalisation of rural-urban migrant womenôs ability to claim the city by reforming the public space into a 

distinctly male arena, thereby disempowering women through dimensions of hardships which jeopardise their plight 

for social as well as economic empowerment. 

3. The Continuity and Trajectory of Swazi Female Mobility in Perspective 

Author: Hlengiwe Portia Dlamini, U. Pretoria, University of the Free State, Bloemfontein, South Africa.E-

mail: hlingoline@gmail.com 

This paper focuses on the problematic of female mobility in colonial and post-colonial Swaziland, especially after 

the demise of apartheid within a patriarchal cultural context. With reference to the colonial period, it is argued that 

unprecedented labour mobility, inaugurated by the mining industry in South Africa, was largely engendered. This 

mobility was also marked by the unbelievable restrictions placed on the movement of women by the colonial 

administration, chiefs, husbands, fathers and brothers on patriarchal and cultural grounds. The multiple successful 

and unsuccessful strategies women employed to circumvent these vexatious restrictions is examined. With 

reference to the post-colonial period, the author posits that the   crumbling of apartheid in the 1990s concurrently 

facilitated and accelerated the mobility of Swazi women to South Africa. However, more emphasis has been placed 

in literature, constructed through masculinity and media-friendly lenses, focusing on  the circulation of female 

prostitution rings and women trafficking as the principal feature of female mobility. Using the concept of 

intersectionality, it is revealed that women professionals, skilled workers, lecturers, and musicians were an 

important component of female mobility. All women definitely do not belong to the same class and cannot be treated 

as such. This paper is constructed on critical text analysis, newspapers and interviews. 

Keywords:  Female mobility, colonial and post-colonial Swaziland; patriarchal and cultural norms, 

intersectionality. 

4. Rethinking gendered mobilities and immobilities: A conceptual framework 

Author: Johanna Bergman Lodin, Department of Urban and Rural Development, Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences (SLU), Uppsala, Sweden. E-mail: Johanna.bergman.lodin@slu.se 
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In many cultures, social norms surrounding mobility in public spaces add to the physical constraints induced by 

underdeveloped mobility-scapes by particularly curtailing womenôs freedom to move outside their residential 

compounds and beyond. Marital status, ethnicity and class are examples of other social identities negotiating 

individual mobility. Constrained mobility may also influence access to important resources and services, 

consequently impacting social mobility over a life course. At the same time, norms can induce mobility pressures 

on already time-constrained gendered subjects, e.g. linked to constructions of masculine responsibility for 

provisioning. Much research on how gender and mobility intersect uses rather narrow (and often implicit) 

conceptualizations of mobility that only allow for capturing gendered differences in observable daily mobility 

practices (i.e. revealed movement). In doing so, the opportunity to interrogate the causes and effects of such 

differences is lost. This effectively de-politicizes mobility and deprives it of its gendered meanings and power 

relations. Yet, mobility is essentially political and gendered. In this paper, I argue that power, agency, identity and 

subjectivity are constituted in mobility/immobility per se and that this should also be reflected in how we understand 

mobility. Building on the many important contributions by especially (feminist) geographers, I frame mobility as 

being constituted of three interlinked dimensions: movement, access (to opportunity) and ability (to decide in 

relation to these), and re-emphasize the need to understand mobility as the construction of possibilities for 

movement more so than actual traffic. This re-conceptualization allows us to theorize mobility in a more gender-

sensitive way that transcends simplistic assumptions such as that all forms of (womenôs) movement are 

empowering and reflect agency. To shed empirical light on the theoretical debate, I draw on research from Kenya 

and Nigeria. The paper can inform both researchers and the theories of change of development practitioners. 

 

 

Panel 9 

Rural change and the ónewô resource frontiers in Africa 
Panel organisers: Atakilte Beyene and Terje Oestigaard, The Nordic Africa Institute, Sweden.  

E-mail: atakilte.beyene@nai.uu.se 

On one hand, poverty, food insecurity and governance of natural resources continue to be major challenges for 

many countries in Africa. On the other, these countries are also undergoing rapid processes of changes. During 

the last fifteen years, a confluence of economic growth, urbanization and growing demands for food, fiber and feed 

has brought a renewed interest for Africanôs crucial natural resources. Driven by motives to accelerate economic 

growth and modernization of the economies, the roles of the states in Africa, which was on retreat in the 1980 and 

1990s, have increasingly become proactive in promoting the private- and public-driven large-scale investments in 

water and land in particular and agriculture in general. 

  

Approved abstracts panel 9 
1. Plantations, Practices, Climate Mitigation and Development: Contrasting 

assemblages of knowledge connected to carbon plantations, Uganda. 

Author: Erlend Eidsvik, Department of Pedagogy, Social Sciences and Religion, Faculty of Education, Arts and 

Sports, Western Norway University of Applied Sciences. E-mail: erlend.eidsvik@hvl.no 

This paper examines contrasting assemblages of knowledge that concerns a Clean Development Mechanism 

(CDM) plantation project in Uganda. Disputed issues include land-use, water, biodiversity, expropriation, 

marginalization ï and climate mitigation. The paper is based on field studies in local settlements within the 

plantation site, analysis of documents from the plantation owner - a private European corporation, and documents 

from an environmental justice research consortium. 

The plantation corporation establishes a knowledge base where afforestation through plantations are seen as the 

key solution for local and national economic development, as well as fighting the global climate crisis by trading 

carbon credits through CDM-certification, in line with the Kyoto-protocol.   

A contrasting knowledge base established by the justice research consortium concludes that monoculture 

plantations are a charade without confirmed climate effect, and with negative local implications (marginalization, 

dispossession) in addition to environmental consequences (loss of biodiversity, water use). 
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The two narratives ï purported from contrasting platforms of knowledge, hence constitute two opposing sets of 

óecoknowledgesô. These knowledge platforms will be seen in relation to local responses and how the local 

population establish their knowledge concerning plantations and development.   

The paper will first identify the components that constitute the different assemblages of knowledge (e.g. property 

lease, political support, international certification, funding regimes). Secondly, the analysis concerns how the 

diverse components are stabilizing or destabilizing factors in the respective assemblages. 

The paper will argue that applying an assemblage framework can be an expedient way of studying how knowledge 

is constructed and maintained into hegemonic understandings of development ï and knowledge. Vital to the 

findings of the analysis is to identify and understand how components are re-assembled to either strengthen or 

territorialize the assemblage, or weaken and deterritorialize it, and how specific assemblage converters ï strong 

components that holds the assemblage together ï become the key in purporting and maintaining a hegemonic 

knowledge of development. 

2. Economic and Gendered Livelihood Impacts of Climate Change 

Vulnerabilities: Volta Delta and Non-Delta Realities and Responses 

Authors: Prince Osei-Wusu Adjei1, Patrick K. Ofori-Danson2, Emmanuel E. Asmah3, Joseph K. Asenso4 

Nordic Africa Institute, Uppsala, Sweden, 1Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 

Ghana, 2University of Ghana, Legon, Ghana, 3University of Cape Coast, Cape Coast, Ghana, 4Ministry of 

Finance and Economic Planning, Ghana Corresponding Authorôs Details: 

Email: prince.adjei@nai.uu.se; princeosei2@hotmail.com 

 

In the light of the rapid pace of climate variability and change globally, the need to reflect and act on how different 

climate scenarios affect the economic and general livelihood options of vulnerable regions is very necessary. 

This paper examines the influences of climate change on the economy of the Volta Delta and the nature of 

responses of the local inhabitants. A non-survey method was used to collect data which were analysed following 

the Global Trade Analysis Project (GTAP) framework version 9. Input-Output tables were then generated for 

comparing the economic characteristics of the Volta Delta under surge of climate change and the Non-delta 

region. This procedure was supported with local expertsô socio-economic projections for the short-to-medium 

term future of the study areas. The results indicate that contributions from the major sectors of the Volta Delta, 

specifically agriculture including fishing and the services sector including trade and transport to GDP would 

experience decline in the short-to-medium term future partly but significantly due to climate change.  It is 

concluded that, the Volta Delta economy could suffer a major loss to prolonged climate variability and change 

due to the climate sensitive nature of the major sectors of the economy, which could undermine local livelihoods 

and well-being of both men and women, and trigger out-migration. Hence, participatory interventions to promote 

climate-smart agriculture, sustainable fishing and farming practices and alternative livelihood empowerment 

against poverty programmes will be necessary to ameliorate out-migration flows, reduce livelihood vulnerabilities 

and ensure the sustainability of the Volta Delta. 

3. Rural change and the ónewô resource frontiers in Africa 

Presentation by the two panel organisers on the rural change and the new resource frontiers in Africa (see 

abstract above). 

 

 

Panel 10 

Invisible Displacements Between Labour Migration and 

Forced Displacement in African Transnational Spaces 
Panel organiser: Jesper Bjarnesen, The Nordic Africa Institute, Sweden. E-mail: jesper.bjarnesen@nai.uu.se 

This panel invites empirically grounded analyses of involuntary (i)mmobilities that take place outside the purview 

of state bureaucracies and humanitarian agencies, thereby shifting the focus from the reified administrative 

categories of ñrefugeesò and ñinternally displaced personsò towards ethnographies of processes of invisible 

displacement. 

Whether formally categorized as refugees or not, migrants experience varying degrees of vulnerability and 

insecurity in relation to their mobilities. These vulnerabilities constitute subjective experiences of displacement and 
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may be more pressing for groups of migrants unlikely to be considered formal refugees, such as return migrants 

or deportees; people stuck in places and positions of extreme vulnerability; as well as migrants who are forced to 

leave their homes because of the lack of livelihood options. Such mobility-related vulnerabilities rarely register for 

external interventions but they are also kept below the surface within communities and even within families, either 

by people turning a blind eye, or by migrants themselves choosing to lay low. 

The dynamics of such processes are difficult to place into generic categories of vulnerability, for example of women 

and children as disenfranchised in relation to adult men. Rather, this panel explores the specific processes of 

empowerment and disempowerment empirically, asking what does invisibility and invisibilisation achieve? What 

are the effects of becoming or being made invisible? How does invisibility create vulnerability or precariousness, 

and under which circumstances can invisibility be used strategically as a desirable position, providing hope for 

alternative futures? These questions feed into larger debates on agency and social being in the world. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 10 

1. Haunted by the hope of kin: Generational Tensions in Senegalese Youth 

Migration to Argentina 

Author: Ida Marie Vammen, Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS), Denmark.E-mail: imv@diis.dk 

Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork in Argentina and Senegal, this paper seeks to explore how responsibility, power, 

and hope play out between different generations in the context of recent Senegalese migration to Argentina. 

In the often sensationalist media coverage of African migration towards Europe as well as in the academic literature 

we often get the impression that the majority of young African men and women dream of going abroad. However, 

this paper draws attention to the moral ambiguity among a group of young Senegalese migrants in Buenos Aires 

in Argentina, that despite their own wishes have been put in motion by their familyôs hopes and dreams. Rather 

than embarking on their own Odyssey their mobility is haunted by the hope of others. Hence they are part of the 

parcel of potentiality that can secure their parentôs livelihoods, reputation and dreams of consumption and travel in 

Senegal. By contrasting different narratives of these particular forms of óinvisible displacementô and ñinvoluntary 

mobilityò, I especially focus on how the migrants over time try to renegotiate their moral commitments to their 

families and find a foothold in a context that at times look frighteningly close to the economic instability and lack of 

opportunity they know so well from Senegal.  

Theoretically, the paper brings the concept of friction (Tsing 2005; Cresswell 2014) to the center of the analysis of 

young migrantsô invisible displacement and thereby lead us to see migration beyond the crossing of a national 

border, or a question of merely physical movement from A to B.  By juxtaposing the migrantsô experiences and 

hopes for the future with the social meanings, pressures, and imaginaries that circle and sometimes haunt their 

mobility, we can explore how mobility and immobility is created in friction and thereby outline the particularities of 

the politics of mobility (Cresswell 2010). 

2. Tracing legacies of conflict: (Children of) Burundian migrants and refugees 

navigating identity and civic participation in Belgium and the Netherlands 

Author: Lidewyde Berckmoes, NSCR Research Institute Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

E-mail: LBerckmoes@nscr.nl 

Conflict and crisis are sometimes described as extraordinary events that can be delimited in time and space. Yet 

as a young man who survived genocide once rhetorically asked me: ñFor people who suffered violence and flight, 

can it ever be post-conflictò? 

In this paper, I explore how (legacies of) war can be viewed as cultural repertoires that leave influential traces not 

only for people in conflict-affected societies, but also shape practices in refugee host societies, sometimes across 

generations. Specifically, I trace how ócyclical violence in Burundiô, as transmitted through Burundi-born parents 

and transnationally through mediatized stories and images, shape young peopleôs identity and civic participation 

practices in Belgium and the Netherlands. 

Findings are based on qualitative research among Burundian parents and youth in Belgium and the Netherlands 

in 2016 and 2017, collected together with photographer/artist Marieke Maagdenberg. Using photography in data-

collection helped me to ask young people to reflect more explicitly on identity and civic participation, and reveal 

some of the contradictions regarding their aspirations and practices. These became visible particularly through 

concerns about ódoing somethingô while ónot exposingô what should remain hidden, in order to protect family, friends 

and self from potential harm. I propose that what some scholars have referred to as ócultural fearô among 

Burundians may underlie some of the tensions young people expressed. I argue that such fear may be seen as 
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part of the mobile cultural repertoires that reveal how conflict travels and may take new forms and meanings in 

adapted societies. 

3. Invisibilisation as a tactical repertoire: camouflage, cloaking and avoidance 

in West African migration 

Author: Jesper Bjarnesen, The Nordic Africa Institute, Sweden.E-mail: Jesper.bjarnesen@nai.uu.se 

Whether formally categorized as refugees or not, migrants experience varying degrees of vulnerability and 

insecurity in relation to their mobilities (Bjarnesen 2013; see also Bakewell 2008). These vulnerabilities constitute 

subjective experiences of displacement and may be more pressing for groups of migrants who would be unlikely 

to be considered formal refugees, as was the case for involuntary return migrants from C¹te dôIvoire to Burkina 

Faso during the Ivorian civil war. 

In this case, the relative experience of displacement ï as well as the implications for livelihood options and 

prospects for well-being ï differed significantly between individual family members in ways that are generally 

overlooked. For example, the gendered dynamics of displacement resulted in the empowerment or 

disempowerment of both men and women in the process of forced mobility, leading to a transformation of family 

compositions, or to the marginalization of unemployed men in contexts where women were more able to adapt to 

new circumstances, or where household strategies involve the transnationalisation of families (Bjarnesen 2013).  

Experiences of displacement also differed significantly across generational lines, even within families. Young adult 

children were faced with other challenges of integration and endurance, for example in pursuing education or 

livelihood options, than their parents; some young children were unable to continue their schooling or attend to 

their basic nutritional and health needs; and elderly migrants were either left out of decision-making processes, 

given excessive control over household decisions, or faced different health risks. These dynamics of ñinternalò 

experiences of displacement within families or households tend to remain invisible to outside observers as well as 

to neighbours and even to family members themselves, hidden below the surface of family cohesion and 

respectability. 

Conversely, forced displacement may also have unforeseen empowering consequences that differ across 

generational lines (Loizos 2009, Hammar & Rodgers 2008). And remaining inconspicuous, or out of sight, was also 

used as a deliberate strategy to blend in; evade attention, or simply stay clear of actors seen to pose a threat to 

peopleôs possibilities for integration. This paper suggest a conceptualisation of these diverse practices and 

predicaments in terms of a repertoire of invisibilisation. 

 

 

Panel 11 

Livestock moving into cities ï goods and bads in the rural-

urban linkage 
Panel organisers: Sofia Boqvist, Carl-Johan Lagerkvist and Ulf Magnusson, Swedish University of agricultural 

sciences (SLU). E-mail: Sofia.Boqvist@slu.se 

Ten years ago the number of people in urban areas equaled the numbers in rural areas. Before we reach half-way 

through this century it is estimated that the urban population will be twice as large as the rural population. By 2050 

Africaôs population will be double that of today with the number of individuals living in Africaôs urban areas expected 

to rise from 400 million in 2010 to 1.26 billion in 2050. Along with the fast urbanization, there is also a rapid growth 

in demand of more varied diets including animal source food, contributing to increased urban livestock keeping. 

The objectives of this session are: i. to identify the inter-linkages and assess the inter-plays of the ñcoupled systemsò 

from resilience and adaptedness criteria focusing on livestock sector in urban environments, and ii. to discuss 

important food security and nutrition challenges in relation to livestock production. Livestock contribute substantially 

to food security in Africa, particularly to the poor and under-nourished groups. Livestock systems in Africa are 

dynamic and characterized by rapid change due to the increasing demand for livestock source food (LSF) in 

response to human population growth, income growth and urbanization. The supply response of livestock systems 

will increasingly be affected by competition for natural resources, particularly land and water, competition between 

food and feed and by the need to operate in a carbon-constrained economy. Several countries in Africa will 

therefore have to face significant adjustment pressures while poverty becomes increasingly urbanized, demand for 

urban LSF grows, and cities exert greater influence on peri-urban and rural livelihoods and environments. 

Accordingly, there is significant uncertainty about both how livestock systems might evolve to meet the increased 
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demand for LSF and what the socioeconomic and environmental consequences of these changes will be. This 

panel will be organized by the AgriFoSe2030 programme (www.slu.se/agrifose) 

 

Approved abstracts panel 11 
1. Urbanization, Livestock Systems and Food Security in Developing 

Countries: A Systematic Review of the Literature 

Authors: Abu Hatab & C.J. Lagerkvist, Department of Economics, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, 

Uppsala, Sweden.E-mail: assem.abouhatab@slu.se 

Urbanization is occurring most quickly in developing countries, adding significant challenges to tackling hunger, 

food insecurity, and malnutrition. The literature suggests that many solutions to challenges facing food production 

and consumption in developing countries lie in how livestock production systems (LPSs) are managed, and in their 

ability to build sustainable crop and LPSs that foster food security to meet the needs of a massive population surge. 

Nevertheless, the expansion of the geographic extent of cities have considerable impacts on LPSs, influenced both 

by supply-side shifts in natural resource use and market-led demand changes. Thus, there are increasing 

uncertainties about how LPSs in developing countries might evolve under rapid urbanization to meet the food 

security needs. 

The present study systematically reviews the peer-reviewed literature on livestock production and food security in 

urbanizing environments in developing countries to characterize and synthesize the current understanding on these 

issues and identify priorities for future research. An explicit, rigorous and transparent literature search was 

undertaken using the PubMed, ISI Web of Science and Scopus databases over the period 1980-2017, resulting in 

72 articles that were included in the final review. 

The preliminary results of the review reveal that there is limited knowledge about the interactions of urbanization 

with other drivers of change in LPSs and their impacts onto food and nutritional security. Another general weakness 

in the literature is that attempts to analyze the relationship between livestock production, urbanization and food 

security are still highly hypothetical and rely on questionable assumptions and qualitative methods. Moreover, the 

analyses of livestock value chains concentrates on either production and/or consumption, largely ignoring other 

nodes and actors along the value chain that may have an influential impact on LPSs and food security. Furthermore, 

the reviewed literature focuses primarily on the ñavailabilityò and supply of livestock products, widely neglecting 

other dimensions of food security. Special attention is clearly needed to issues of distribution, access and quality 

and utilization in LPSs, thus promoting an integrated course of action to deal with all dimensions of food security. 

2. Urban livestock ï contributor to livelihoods or a potential health hazard? 

The case of Cambodia 

Authors: Gunilla Ström1, Sofia Boqvist2, Ann Albihn2,3, Agnes Andersson Djurfeldt4, Seng Sokerya5, Ulf 

Magnusson1 E-mail: Gunilla.strom@slu.se 

1Department of Clinical Sciences, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences  (SLU), Uppsala, 

Sweden; 2Department of Biomedical Sciences and Veterinary Public Health, SLU, Uppsala, 

Sweden; 3Department of Chemistry, Environment and Feed Hygiene, National Veterinary Institute (SVA), 

Uppsala, Sweden; 4Department of Human Geography, Lund University, Lund, Sweden; 5Centre for Livestock and 

Agriculture Development, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 

Background 

Cambodia is currently experiencing a rapid urbanization of its population where people are relocating to urban 

areas in search for better employment opportunities and improved livelihoods. Concomitantly, the demand for 

animal-source foods has increased rapidly which creates great market opportunities for livestock keepers and has 

contributed to an increased relocation of livestock production to the vicinity of urban areas. Keeping animals in 

densely populated areas, however, may add to pollution and an increased incidence of diseases transferring 

between animals and humans (zoonoses). 

Methods 

This study included 204 households keeping pigs, cattle and chickens in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Semi-structured 

questionnaires were used to gather information on household characteristics, disease awareness, manure 

management and livestock practices in the households. 

Results 

In the majority of the households, livestock production was considered to be of great importance for livelihoods and 

many households reported keeping livestock as part of an integrated production system, where residues from food, 
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rice and rice wine production were used as animal feed. More than 40%, however, reported that they did not use 

the manure which was then discharged behind the pens or into lakes and rivers close to the house. Nearly half of 

the households (47%) did not use any sanitary precautions when being in contact with the animals or the manure 

and around 45% did not think that diseases could transmit from animals to humans. 

Conclusion 

Keeping livestock enables an important extra income and may hence contribute to improved livelihoods and food 

security for urban households. However, household practices applied among the farmers pose serious risks for 

zoonotic transmission and interventions are needed to develop sustainable urban livestock systems with special 

regard to manure and waste management if livestock keeping is to continue in urban areas in Cambodia. 

3. Turning a liability into an asset: The development of Harareôs City Councilôs 

Cattleôs Project to 2000 

Authors: Sibanenga Ncube, University of Free State, Bloemfontein, South Africa & Pius Nyambara, Department 

of Economic History, University of Zimbabwe. E-mail: piusnyambara@gmail.com 

The research examines the City of Harareôs cattle project between 1960 and 2000 when its herd reached 10 000 

cattle. The project was a response to an ecological disaster developing in Lake Mcllwaine, Salisburyôs major source 

of water. Initially, the project was designed to prevent pollution of the lake by effluent from sewage works. The 

mineral rich effluent resulted in the eutrophication of the lake leading to the deterioration of water quality resulting 

in deaths of aquatic life. To fix the problem, the council diverted the sewage into irrigation of adjacent farm pastures 

so that the lake polluting minerals were absorbed by the special grass planted on the irrigated farms and cattle 

were introduced on the pastures, allowing for further absorption of more minerals by the recovering pastures 

resulting in water finding its way to the lake through seepage, but in a purer form. Increased human population 

after Zimbabweôs independence in 1980 rendered the sewage diversion programme inadequate for effluent 

treatment. The Bardepho process was introduced which entailed the chemical removal of the water polluting 

nitrogen and phosphate elements without the need for effluent diversion. The expanded cattle project served a 

double function of generating income for the city and pollution control. The need for more residential space resulted 

in encroachment onto cattle farms. Using primarily council records, the study examines city-residents relations 

created by the proximity of residential areas to cattle farms. Cases of stock theft, calves being attacked by stray 

dogs and cattle straying into residentsô maize and garden plots created conflicts, yet the sale of organic manure to 

small scale urban farmers also highlights the co-existence dynamic. The study locates the project within the urban 

environmental and socio-economic ecosystem highlighting its positive and negative aspects in order to find 

common ground for the good of the city. 

 

 

Panel 12 

Regional integration amid changing global balances: 

Considering the prospects for an African Economic 

Community 
Panel organiser: Christopher Changwe Nshimbi, Centre for the Study of Governance Innovation (GovInn), 

Faculty of Humanities, University of Pretoria, South Africa. E-mail: csnzed@gmail.com 

This panel seeks to enhance the understanding, application and progress of regional integration as a strategy for 

socioeconomic transformation and development in Africa; with a particular focus on borders and human mobility. 

Undeterred by the temporary backlash against mega-regional trade agreements in Europe, Asia-Pacific and 

America, Africa is proceeding with plans to establish a continental free trade area (CFTA) and an African Economic 

Community (AEC) by 2028. It has firmed up this commitment through rounds of CFTA negotiations since 2015. A 

well-designed and implemented African FTA promises great gains. To set African countries on a path of 

transformation from exporters of commodities to producers of manufactured goods. However, two issues seem to 

hamper progress towards a fully-fledged and functional AEC. First, nation-state borders founded on the principles 

of delimitation drawn at the 1884-85 Berlin Conference and the Westphalian state model. Despite efforts to 

integrate, the respective members of the African Union (AU) are simultaneously determined to strengthen the same 

colonial boundaries that separate them, as they consolidate their rule and assert the sovereignty of their states. 

Second, in enforcing the borders, African countries maintain more restrictive migration regimes against one another 

but more open to the outside world. This seriously challenges and frustrates integration and intracontinental 
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mobilites; ignoring the fact that migration and cross-border movements have historically characterized African 

populations, especially in contiguous border areas of African nation-states. Can Africa learn from other world 

regions which have negotiated FTAs to ensure inclusive processes of integration? What is the purpose of 

(post)colonial borders, when Africa seeks integration? Does the removal of obstacles to free movement of persons 

(besides capital, goods and services) provide a viable approach to the transformation of socioeconomic structures 

and establishment of a sustainable economic base in Africa? What promise do circulations and exchanges of 

knowledge and ideas hold for Africa? Can the understanding, application and progress of integration as an 

approach to Africaôs development live up to expectation? 

 

Approved abstracts panel 12 

1. Cultural Integration Of East African People 

Author: Kiagho B. Kilonzo, University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. E-mail: kiaghokilonzo@gmail.com 

A contribution of culture towards regional integrations has not been given a priority in East Africa and Africa as a 

whole. Although, regional integration in the East African Community begins during the colonial era and passed 

through challenges in different phases, and with the fact that East Africa is the home of some of the oldest visual 

arts in the world, no leader has thought of culture in the aspect of visual art as important means to integrate people. 

In its totality, culture assumed centrality in the liberation of colonized people, and several examples attest to this 

fact: the cultural ideology of Negritude in Senegal during the administration of Leopold Sedar Senghor is one case 

in point. Nkrumahôs idea of ñAfrican Personalityò proves that culture has been part of human development. Mobutuôs 

policy of ñauthenticityò as expressed in dress, Mwalimu Julius Nyerereôs introduction of the Ministry of Culture in 

independent Tanganyika, and Amilcar Cabralôs views on liberation and culture provide strong evidences which 

suggest that culture is an integral part of human development. As such, art deserves promotion within the 

Community, not only as a way to encourage continuation of the prehistoric rock art legacy but also to integrate 

people of East Africa. 

This paper is based on the experience gained from the art tour, which was done by the East Africa Art Biennale 

Association (EASTAFAB) team to stage art exhibitions in the capitals of the East African states, purposely to further 

regional integration by reaching people on the grass-root through culture. The EASTAFAB had thought to come up 

with this kind of project, which would be in-line with the vision and mission of the East African community of 

integrating the East African nations. The EASTAFAB wanted to make a meaningful contact between artists and 

the people of East Africa and beyond. 

2. Basotho miners and zama-zama in disused commercial gold mines in 

Gauteng Province, South Africa 

Authors: Esther Makhetha & Peliwe Mnguni, UNISA Graduate School of Business Leadership, University of South 

Africa. E-mail: esther.makhetha5@gmail.com      and mngunpp@unisa.ac.za 

For a long time in the industrial configuration of the region, many South African neighbouring countries, have been 

popularly known as the labour reserve economies for South African mines ï as well as industries. However, after 

the 1990s, employment opportunities of many in the mines started to decline as many miners were retrenched. 

This led to declining means of livelihoods for many rural households in the region. The rural production shifted 

towards informal income activities that include zama-zama, illegal mining. The significance of zama-zama mining 

has increased, and most of the illegal miners are unemployed South Africans, and those from the neighbouring 

countries such as Lesotho, Zimbabwe and Mozambique. With these groups coming together to work on disused 

gold mines, their interactions are often marred with conflicts, violence and killings in some cases. Looking at the 

case study of Basotho illegal miners, the paper explores the relationship between conflict, mobility, turf wars, and 

violence in the disused gold mines in Gauteng province. The paper further demonstrates the conflicts between 

different groups of Basotho illegal miners in underground disused mines in a foreign country, South Africa. This 

conceptual article draws from extant literature and researchersô observations and experience in the study of 

unlicensed artisanal mining in Lesotho. 

Keywords: Basotho miners, conflicts, labour reserve economy, mobility, turf wars, violence. 

3. Intra-African Trade And Investments: Trends, Challenges And Opportunities 

Of Economic Integration In Africa 

Author: Kimotho Antony Musau, University of Nairobi, Kenya. 

E-mail: kimmusau@students.uonbi.ac.ke;  kimmusau@gmail.com 
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The study of integration in Africa has been a subject of research over the years especially the study of the various 

individual trading blocs. The continent has a number of regional economic blocs focusing on specific interests 

within those regions and this is where most research has concentrated leaving a gap on the continental scope of 

things. Less is known about the recent trends in intra-Africa trade and investment as a continent and the concept 

of globalization and a borderless Africa. The new African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) initiative of the 

African Union (AU) will be one of the worldôs largest free-trade areas in terms of the number of countries, covering 

more than 1.2 billion people and over $4 trillion in combined consumer and business spending if all 55 countries 

join. Africa's imports of finished goods and machinery from developed countries are very high and so are imports 

by individual countries including commodities and agricultural products that can readily be produced or sourced 

from fellow African nations. This study aims to focus on the trends of trade and investments within Africa since the 

time of the Organization of African Unity (OAU), to the period under the African Union (AU) and to the most recent 

African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) under the AU. Further, we will interrogate the challenges of trade 

and investment within Africa, the opportunities that exist and their impact if seized. Lessons shall be drawn from 

practices across the world especially from developed continents that have huge success in intra trade and 

investments. The aspect of these comparisons and recommendations shall be geared towards customized 

solutions for Africa due to the unique aspects and level of development in the continent. This will address policy 

and operational weaknesses towards recommending areas of improvement for a better Africa. 

4. Informality, cross-border mobility and regional integration in southern 

Africa: Do we need to worry? 

Author: Daniel Tevera, Department of Geography, Environmental Studies and Tourism, University of the Western 

Cape, Bellville, South Africa. E-mail: dtevera@uwc.ac.za 

This paper uses a ómigrationô lens to help us think about the connections between informality, cross-border mobility 

and regional integration in southern Africa. Drawing on theoretical and policy discussions of borders, migration and 

regional integration, this paper explores the various representations of borders as spaces that are both welcoming 

and unwelcoming. This paper argues that despite the African Unionôs integration ideals and the globalisation 

juggernaut, many African borders have remained divisionary óchannelsô that continue to hinder cross border mobility 

and connectivity. In southern Africa the increasingly fortified borders are producing geographies of inclusion and 

exclusion that have not been given adequate scholarly and policy attention. This paper attempts to probe into how 

these processes of inclusion and exclusion both allow and hinder the mobility of people and the flow of goods 

across national borders. Clearly, there is a tension between the various regional policy frameworks for greater 

openness of borders and the border securitisation initiatives by the state. This calls for novel analyses of cross-

border mobility that focus on how the material dynamics of mobility continue to be shaped by solidifying layers of 

institutional interventions, geopolitics of homeland ósecurityô and politics of identity and difference. We also need to 

question states perspectives on borders and to imagine new lenses to look at the borders-mobility-regional 

integration question that offer grounded reflections on the disjuncture between the ideal of regional economic 

groupings and the reality of increased national border securitization. 

Keywords: Migrants; migration drivers; mobility; borders; xenophobia; SADC; African Union (AU) 

5. International migration in the Southern African region: a system approach to 

analysing drivers and their relations with markets and policies 

Author: Gabriel Tati & Pamela Wendy James, Department of Statistics and Population Studies, University of the 

Western Cape, South Africa.E-mail: gtati@uwc.ac.za 

The Southern Africa generally comprises of the following countries: South Africa, Zimbabwe, Lesotho, Malawi, 

Botswana, Swaziland, Mozambique, Angola, Zambia, and Mauritius. Beyond some common features (migration 

of proximity, circulatory migration, influxes and repatriation of refugees), one of the question arising is whether 

this sub-regional grouping constitutes a homogenous migratory system or is made up of several nation-based 

migratory system within the Africa continent. The answer suggested by historical and contemporary data at hand 

is incontestably on the one hand a juxtaposition of systems centred around the nation formation and on the other 

hand a regional system driven by South by South Africa which attractiveness is expanding over the rest of the 

continent.  The study aims to analyse the changing patterns of international migration within the Southern African 

Region. Topics surrounding migration are rapidly gaining importance, especially in the context of regional 

integration. Past research works have placed a major interest on South African immigration neglecting or rather 

paying less attention to the migration within other countries in the Southern African region. This study will include 

all the migration trends across the countries in Southern Africa while discussing both historical and contemporary 

migration trends within Southern Africa. The study interrogates the extent to which countries are sending 

countries exclusively or are receiving countries exclusively or both. There has been a transition in the inflows and 
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outflows of migration in Southern Africa. In the analysis the study also highlights changes in the demographic 

compositions of migrants, changes in their destinations and changes in their countries of origin. In the study the 

following questions are investigated: What are the emerging migration systems within the Southern African 

region? What are the dominant migration linkages within the Southern African region? How do countries compare 

with one another in terms of being the attraction of migrants or supply of migrants within the region compared to 

the rest of the world? The study makes the assumption that there are different migration systems among the 

countries in the Southern African region. Secondly, there are countries that are more attractive to migrants within 

the region than migrants outside of the region. Also, there are more migrants from Africa in each of the Southern 

African countries than from the rest of the world. 

6. Contemporary Forms and Perspectives on Migration in the Regional 

Integration of Central Africa 

Author: Germain Ngoie Tshibambe, Department of International Relations, Faculty of Social, Political and 

Administrative Sciences, University of Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of Congo 

E-mail: gngoie2013@gmail.com 

Human landscape in the Central Africaôs region is complex. Within boundaries and across boundaries human 

mobility creates and recreates political, social and cultural configurations which are as such challenges States are 

bound to face. From the case of the Central African Republic and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, political 

instability pushes population to run from areas of conflict and to raise the challenge of refugees. This fact renders 

this region one among the most war-torn spaces. Beyond this forced migration form, we find also the voluntary 

migration. Voluntary migration is the most dynamic and needs to be governed ïlet us use the term ógovernancedô 

in order to make this region óa space of peace and of developmentô. It needs to notice that after the phase of States 

being alone to manage migration according to a ónationalisticô perspective, there is then a óregional and community 

phaseô which gives importance to RECs that become to be involved in migration management. The first perspective 

is prone to control, to deter migration whereas the latter perspective is the one pleading for a free movement of 

people. Anyway, this region has many international organizations among which we can consider three: the 

Economic Community of Central Africaôs States (ECCAS) with ten states; the Economic Community of the Great 

Lakes Countries (ECGLC) with three countries, and the Economic and Monetary Community of the Central Africa 

with six countries. At this level, this paper aims at grasping the dynamic sustaining migration trends in this region 

having a view on understanding the drivers of this migration; secondly at analyzing the actions and reactions 

undertaken through the Regional Economic Communities in so far as these RECs come to be bound to envision a 

regional response to tackle migration issues. Data for this paper come from field research undertaken in the context 

of a research commissioned by the ACP-UE Migration Observatory in 2014 and updated data gathered through 

documentary research.   

 

 

Panel 13 

Engaging Africa Diaspora in Knowledge Transfer through 

Networking 
Panel organisers: Linley Chiwona-Karltun, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences SLU. Association 

of African Agricultural Professionals in the Diaspora (AAAPD), Europe Division and Fred Asiegbu, 

University of Helsinki, Faculty of Agriculture and Forestry, Finland. Association of African Agricultural 

Professionals in the Diaspora (AAAPD), Europe Division. 

E-mail: Linley.Chiwona.Karltun@slu.se 

There is consensus that collaboration, partnerships and networks can be powerful tools for bringing about change 

through the sharing of ideas, experience, knowledge and skills. In todayôs society, one is inundated with information 

through various traditional and social media platforms using mobile phones, Facebook, snapchat, twitter and 

WhatsApp groups, networking is a fundamental component for being successful. According to studies in 

organizational behavior networking ability is not only important for career success ð "networking is also crucial for 

getting things accomplished and making change inside organizations in both the public and private sector." One 

well-known example is LinkedIn the world's largest professional network with hundreds of millions of members. 

LinkedInôs mission is to connect the world's professionals to make them more productive and successful. The 

Association of African Agricultural Professionals in the Diaspora (AAAPD) is an organization founded in 2008 and 

launched in 2010 at the World Bank, DC with the assistance of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. It comprises 
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a database of multi-disciplinary African Professionals in the Diaspora, many of them academicians, researchers, 

extension specialists, agricultural economists and development agents. AAAPDôs mission is to provide a platform 

for collaboration and partnerships to share and exchange information in agricultural research, extension, training 

through dialogue to enhance African smallholder farmers productivity and rural development.  In this panel, we will 

discuss how the Africa Diaspora is contributing to building collaborations, partnerships and knowledge networks in 

academia as well as the use of ICT in profiling and fostering distance learning. The session will also debate issues 

that may strengthen the power of partnerships and networking between Africa Diaspora and African scholars. This 

session welcomes papers that go beyond the general debate on African Diaspora and their role in Africaôs 

development by identifying specific niches where their participation is marginal. In the process, we aim to build 

bridges between African agricultural institutions with other partners. This bridge could play pivotal roles in the 

transference of knowledge, technology and collaborative efforts. 

There is consensus that collaboration, partnerships and networks can be powerful tools for bringing about change 

through the sharing of ideas, experience, knowledge and skills. In todayôs society, one is inundated with information 

through various traditional and social media platforms using mobile phones, Facebook, snapchat, twitter and 

WhatsApp groups, networking is a fundamental component for being successful. According to studies in 

organizational behavour networking ability is not only important for career success ð "networking is also crucial 

for getting things accomplished and making change inside organizations in both the public and private sector." One 

well-known example is LinkedIn the world's largest professional network with hundreds of millions of members. 

LinkedInôs mission is to connect the world's professionals to make them more productive and successful. The 

Association of African Agricultural Professionals in the Diaspora (AAAPD) is an organization founded in 2008 and 

launched in 2010 at the World Bank, DC with the assistance of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. It comprises 

a database of multi-disciplinary African Professionals in the Diaspora, many of them academicians, researchers, 

extension specialists, agricultural economists and development agents. AAAPDôs mission is to provide a platform 

for collaboration and partnerships to share and exchange information in agricultural research, extension, training 

through dialogue to enhance African smallholder farmers productivity and rural development.  In this panel, we will 

discuss how the Africa Diaspora is contributing to building collaborations, partnerships and knowledge networks in 

academia as well as the use of ICT in profiling and fostering distance learning. The session will also debate issues 

that may strengthen the power of partnerships and networking between Africa Diaspora and African scholars. This 

session welcomes papers that go beyond the general debate on African Diaspora and their role in Africaôs 

development by identifying specific niches where their participation is marginal. In the process, we aim to build 

bridges between African agricultural institutions with other partners. This bridge could play pivotal roles in the 

transference of knowledge, technology and collaborative efforts. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 13 
1. Third Culture Feminism: towards a paradigm of ambivalence, particularity 

and multiplicity 

Authors: Linley Chiwona-Karltun, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala, Sweden & Caroline 

Wamala Larsson, Stockholm University, Department of Computer and Systems Sciences/DSV, Sweden. 

E-mail: linley.karltun@slu.se and wamala@dsv.su.se 

People who identify with third culture identities have lived their formative years outside their country of passport or 

birth. They have been exposed to a diversity of cultures, languages, education and in various aspects are located 

in what Brah (1996) refers to as the ñdiaspora spaceò. This is a position that encompasses difference, multiplicity 

and marginality, a space that celebrates diversity and particularity. When third culture people return to their passport 

countries or birth countries, the ñpervasiveness of differentò persists even in these contexts. Building upon this 

notion of diaspora space, we challenge the experiences of those who position their identities as third culture or 

diaspora spaces with a feminist lens. A feminist approach to third culture identity allows for an interpretive frame of 

situatedness of lived experiences especially as the social also happens to be a matter of gender relations.  We 

draw on autoethnographic reflections as we develop the contours of third culture feminism. Third cultural feminism 

accounts for a variety of experiences, while challenging the hegemonic constructions of third culture identities and 

contributes different readings of the same. We discuss these issues and contextualize meanings in lived 

experiences. 
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2. Building Synergies for Sustainable Development Through Networking with 

African Diaspora: ñRealities, Challenges and Prospects for sub-Saharan 

Countriesò 

Authors: Nathan Kanuma Taremwa & Alfred R. Bizoza, University of Rwanda (UR), Rwanda. 

E-mail: nk.taremwa@gmail.com 

In the recent years, raising awareness for building synergies and complementarities between the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and Africaôs Agenda 2063 has become a global concern. The UN General Assembly 

adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and in the 

same direction, the African countries have adopted Agenda 2063, the 50 year Transformative Agenda. In order to 

move towards the ñAfrica We Want in 2030, 2063 and Beyondò, African Union (AU) considers such synergies 

through capacity building as one of the strategic ways that will catapult socio-economic transformation in Africa. 

The primary objective of this study is to investigate the realities, challenges and prospects Africaôs Higher Education 

Institutions (AHEIs) and how building synergies with African diaspora can serve as a tool to bridge the knowledge 

and skills gap.   A systematic approach will be adopted with content analysis. To fast track Africaôs development 

agenda, the African Unionôs continental education strategy for Africa (CESA 16-25) calls for a paradigm shift 

towards transformative education and training systems to meet the knowledge, competencies, skills, research, 

innovation and creativity required to nurture African core values and promote sustainable development. In this 

respect, some regional bodies such as the Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture 

(RUFORUM) has embarked on networking and partnerships with other institutions and scholars especially from 

the European Union (EU) and United States of America (USA) to build capacity especially in agricultural sciences 

up to Masters and PhD level. By 2015, RUFORUM alone had trained over 212 PhD students, 1,283 M Sc graduates 

through Member Universities and over 250 publications. Building synergies through networking with African 

diaspora will thus steer-up innovation and also contribute towards the continental education strategy for higher 

education in Africa. In Rwanda, the government has committed more funds for capacity building especially in 

vocational training, and further training to the Masters programmes and PhDs in order cope with the challenge of 

youth unemployment especially after graduation. Networking with African diaspora will thus create more 

opportunities for the youths to engage in research for development, training for impact and innovation through 

shared resources. 

Keywords: Building synergies, Sustainable development, Networking, African diaspora, sub-Saharan countries. 

3. Leadership and Entrepreneurship in Agribusiness Development (LEAD) for 

Youth across Africa. 

Author: Ngolia Kimanzu, Salvation Army, Sweden: International Development. 

E-mail: ngolia.kimanzu@fralsningsarmen.se 

In sub Saharan Africa, agriculture is the lifeblood of most of the economies. There are half a billion Africans or 

some 65% of the population (more than 80% in some countries, who depend on small-scale farming as their primary 

livelihood source.  Many farmers often do not however produce enough to feed their families throughout the year. 

Agriculture cannot realise its great potential for growth if productivity is not increased and the main opportunities 

along the agriculture value chain are not tapped. Agriculture is also an essential driver of economic development 

and an area of great opportunity for young people in Africa. 

In Africa over 200 million people are aged between 15 and 24, the youngest population in the world. Low 

profitability, poor security of tenure, and high risks are some of the reasons Africaôs youth are not engaged in 

agriculture. Growing youth unemployment and declining crop yields mean engaging youth in agriculture should be 

a priority. 

This challenge has motivated the Association of Africa Agriculture Professionals in the Diaspora (AAAPD) to seek 

innovative ways to position the youth at the forefront of agricultural growth and transformation. The strategy will be 

to provide new opportunities for youth in agriculture and its value chains. Strategies to be employed include 

leadership and entrepreneurship development through linking youth with universities both in Africa, the USA and 

Europe where AAAPD is currently very active and operational.  Agribusinesses in the USA and Europe will also be 

engaged to provide mentorship and offer potential business links with selected youth led agribusinesses in Africa. 

The impact of the LEAD programme in agriculture will be seen in the impact on sustainable economic growth and 

the reduction of malnutrition and poverty. 

4. Agroforestry as a tool for climate change mitigation 
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Author: Mohamed Elfadl, Viikki Tropical Resources Institute, University of Helsinki, Helsinki, Finland.E-

mail: Mohamed.elfadl@helsinki.fi 

Agroforestry is a set of land use practices, in which trees are grown in combination with crops and/or livestock in 

spatial or temporal arrangements is emerging as a promising option to sustain agricultural productivity and mitigate 

climate change through different mitigation strategies and by efficient use of resource has the potential for 

alleviating some environmental and economic problems associated with modern agriculture. Agroforestry 

innovative technologies have the potential to contribute significantly to climate change mitigation by improved 

cropping practices and greater numbers of trees on farms.  Trees accumulate CO2 in their various parts of a tree 

such as bole, branches, foliage, roots and bark during photosynthesis. 

Examples from Africa already show that a ñwin-winò situation for promoting agroforestry and mitigating climate 

change can be created by encouraging the use of agroforestry systems. Agroforestry mitigation practices as a 

result of better soil nutrient and water use, reduced deforestation and residue burning, and improved tolerance to 

adverse climatic events are essential mechanisms in this solution. The normal carbon sequestered by these 

practices has been estimated to be 9, 21, 50, and 63 Mg C ha-1 in semiarid, sub-humid, humid, and temperate 

regions. 

According to IPCC, GHG emissions from agriculture and agriculture driven land use changes, is in the range of 7.3 

to 12.7 Gt of CO2 equivalent (CO2e) globally per year which is approximately 24% of total global anthropogenic 

greenhouse gas emissions, of which about 74% of from developing countries and through agroforestry rates of 

range between 5.5-6 Gt CO2e can be sequestered annually. On average, the expected contribution from the 

smallholder farmers range from 1.5-3.5 Mg C ha-1 yr-1 with most of this potential in the tropics. 

The carbon sequestration potential of agroforestry systems is estimated to be between 12 and 228 Mg C ha-1 with 

a median value of 95 Mg C ha-1.  Globally, suitable land for agroforestry estimated as (585ï1215×106) ha, with 

quantities of 1.1ï2.2 Pg C could be removed from the atmosphere over the next 50 years. The role of agroforestry 

practices in climate change mitigation can be realized to its full potential by overcoming various technical, financial 

and institutional barriers. 

5. Next Leaders' Initiative for Sustainability 

Author: Jovin Hurry, NELIS (Next Leaders' Initiative for Sustainability). 

E-mail: jovin.hurry@nelis2020.net; info@nelis2020.net 

NELIS aims to empower, connect and inspire young leaders for global to local actions. NELIS argues that only by 

linking a new generation of sustainability practitioners across the world in a collaborative network, will humanity be 

able to shift towards a more humane and ecologically sound model of social and economic development. NELIS 

works Towards One World in Harmony. 

African practitioners in the core team have stepped up to build collaboration, partnerships and networks to boost 

local initiatives. For e.g. in Nigeria, the local chapter initiated a Bootcamp 2018 to empower the locals to share local 

realities and fed back that info to the online network via Facebook in their Next Leaders Africa group. Moreover, in 

Mauritius, the local chapter initiated with an UN agency a masterclass for sustainability entrepreneurs whereby the 

press, ministers and EU Ambassador were invited. The outcomes were fed back to the network via the Facebook 

Insider Connect. 

The Africans are building this platform of collaboration in closed sessions next June 2018 in Japan during the global 

summit in closed sessions, to ensure there is a two-way communication between Africa and the rest of the world, 

in concrete initiatives, that empower local professionals. They are building a database of the latter to forge ahead 

during the next African Summit 2019, that will now include more Africans from other countries. 

The paper outlines the template and strategies for this kind of ground-up execution through platform building with 

other sub-networks, united in a common cause, which allows for others to know the power of African knowledge 

and expertise. Link - https://www.nelis2020.net/ 

6. Potential of ICT To Facilitate Digital Learning, Profiling and Distant 

Education in an Emerging Countries 

Author: Anthony-Claret Onwutalobi, Lahti University of Applied Science, Finland.E-mail: ionyclaret@gmail.com 

The Internet no doubt has revolutionized the way most people in the developed world live. For the most part, it has 

form an integral part of both the economic, political, and social lives, altering the way we purchase goods, the way 

we bank, and the way we communicate with one another, the way we build friendship and networks, the way we 

get job opportunities and even the way we become well known or famous. 

But despite this astonishing advanced usage of ICT and internet technologies, and the corresponding benefits it 

provides, opportunities as such have not been distributed equally across emerging countries. These disparities, no 
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doubt have caused emerging nations to miss out on the tremendous political, social, economic, educational, and 

career opportunities created by the digital revolution. 

The Africa Diaspora however, aware of these challenges and the opportunities that are available in the use of ICT 

in profiling and fostering distance learning, are constantly examining the ICTs and particularly the prevalent social 

media platforms and are devising strategy to create more awareness among the African scholars to benefit from 

this technologies and to encourage them in building a strong social media presence that will fosters distance 

learning, increase their web profile and provide a platform for building collaborations, partnerships and knowledge 

networks. 

Therefore, the authors debate will highlight more on the importance of fostering digital opportunities and social 

inclusion by enhancing the use of ICTs for profiling, capacity-building, empowerment, governance and social 

participation; to strengthen capacities for scientific research, information sharing and building collaborations and 

partnerships to enhance learning opportunities through access to diversified contents and delivery systems to 

support the transformation to knowledge societies. 

7. Transformatory power of biotechnology: The potential, prospects and 

challenges for competitive improvement of Africa's Bio-economy 

Author: Fred Asiegbu, Faculty of Agriculture and Forestry, University of Helsinki, Helsinki, Finland.E-

mail: Fred.Asiegbu@helsinki.fi 

Biotechnology and its allied areas of bioresource science is a rapidly developing field of study with considerable 

benefits not just for the environment, diagnostics and human health but also in crop improvement, bioenergy and 

timber production. However, according to a recent report (1, 2), the implementation or adoption of many of these 

modern technologies in Africa is constrained due to several reasons; from lack of funding, inadequate technical 

manpower, inadequate infrastructure, limited access to new equipment to lack of mutual beneficial and sustainable 

partnership with international research organizations and institutes. No doubt, novel innovations in this emerging 

technology, have the potential to tackle the imminent challenges currently faced by the continent in agricultural 

food production, health, renewable energy, climate change mitigation, environmental and economic sustainability. 

It also has the potential to speed up the development of sustainable bio-economy programs in Africa. Many of 

these challenges could also be overcome through increased investment in human capacity training in 

biotechnology, improvement in infrastructure and access to low cost affordable technologies(1). This is in addition 

to strategic awareness and incorporation of biotechnology teaching in educational curricula for secondary schools 

and university training. In this presentation, I will show that biotechnology is not a new concept as it has traditionally 

been practised in many African countries. Several institutions in Africa have active biotechnology programs but 

there is need for a critical mass in order to have the desired impact. I will also outline how traditional and emerging 

modern biotechnology could be harnessed for sustainable improvement of Africa bio-based economy. I will discuss 

the potential role of diaspora in mediating such knowledge transfer. 

 

 

Panel 14 

Migration TO Africa: movements and concepts 
Panel organisers: Martin Doevenspeck, University of Bayreuth, Germany and Asaf Augusto  

E-mail: doevenspeck@uni-bayreuth.de 

Scholarship on international migration is dominated by concepts that focus on South-North migration. In the global 

political and economic context since the World War II, other population movements such as South-South, did not 

feature much in mobility studies. In Post-independence Africa, factors such as economic decline and political 

instability reinforced an existing understanding of Africa as ósending continentô, despite its long and complex 

migratory dynamics. However, new geo-economic dynamics had encouraged new forms of migration, among them, 

for example, Chinese migration to Africa and Portuguese migration to former colonies on the continent. Established 

migration theory struggles to explain these new mobility patterns. For this panel we invite papers that empirically 

and conceptually analyse historic and recent migratory dynamics TO Africa. 

 

mailto:Fred.Asiegbu@helsinki.fi
mailto:doevenspeck@uni-bayreuth.de


31 
 

Approved abstracts panel 14 

1. Forced migration from Europe. Polish refugees in British colonial East and 

Central Africa (ca. 1942ï50) 

Author: Jochen Lingelbach, Centre for Area Studies/ Institute for African Studies, Leipzig University, Germany.E-

mail: j.lingelbach@gmx.net 

During and after World War Two, a group of about 20,000 Polish refugees lived in camps in the British colonies of 

eastern and southern Africa (mainly in Uganda, Tanganyika and Northern Rhodesia). The refugees came from 

eastern Poland and were initially deported to Soviet labour camps in 1940, released in 1941 and hosted by the 

British colonial governments from 1942 onwards. Most of them were relatives of soldiers fighting in the Polish army 

under British command against Germany. After the war, when Poland became Soviet-dominated, most of the 

refugees were reluctant to return to their home-country. The colonial administration was, however, eager to get rid 

of them and granted only few of them permanent residence in Africa. Until 1950 most had left the colonies again 

and resettled elsewhere. 

In my paper I will narrate the history of these refugees and analyse their social position and interaction with different 

actors of the hosting colonial societies. While it was never their intention to move to Africa, the Polish refugees 

became nevertheless part of their host societies.  Their social position was neither clearly colonizer nor colonized, 

but differed according to the perspectives of the actors. While they were privileged by their close relation to the 

Polish Army and their whiteness, they were nevertheless marginalized as refugees and Eastern Europeans. They 

thus found themselves at the edges of colonial whiteness. 

Despite the intention of colonial officials to isolate the Poles and minimize their interaction with members of the 

hosting societies, numerous informal interactions with Africans, European settlers and parts of other diaspora 

groups evolved. This little-known episode may serve as a reminder of the role of Africa as a safe haven for 

Europeans, but it is also shows the differences in regard to African refugees fleeing the opposite way. 

2. Labour migrations to Africa: the case of Italian and Chinese workers on 

hydropower dams in Cameroon (1949-1984) 

Author: Williams Pokam Kamdem, University of Dschang, Cameroon.E-mail: williamspokam@gmail.com 

In 2012, Cameroon launches the third cycle of development of its hydroelectric potential. The construction of the 

Memveôele, Lom Pangar and later Mekin dams is entrusted to Chinese companies which then bring in Chinese 

workers and engineers, in addition to Cameroonian workers. The cohabitation between these two categories has 

given rise since then to various forms of socialisation, of learning and even sometimes to tensions. 

However, this is not the first experience of using foreign labour on hydropower projects in Cameroon. Indeed, in 

the absence of local expertise, African countries have often used foreign companies and workers to design, build 

and maintain some infrastructures. In Cameroon, from 1949 to 1953, Italian workers helped to build the Edea dam. 

Later, between 1977 and 1984, Chinese workers participated in the construction of the Lagdo dam. 

The aim of this proposal is to question the conditions as well as the consequences of these migrations of foreign 

workers in Cameroon. In an empirical approach and relying on archival sources in particular, this article traces 

these two experiences, emphasizing on their contexts, on the adaptation processes of these foreign workers and 

on their relations with local workers. 

3. African Diaspora Returing. From brain waste to brain gain? 

Author: Ketil Fred Hansen, University of Stavanger, Norway.E-mail: ketil.f.hansen@uis.no 

Based on in-depth interviews with ten Cameroonians who have lived in France for long time (2-21 years) and 

returned to Cameroon lately, this paper discusses reasons for returning. Particularly, various forms of racism 

experienced in France was central for many as the prime push factor for returning, while prime pull factor was, 

more obviously maybe,  lack of family and close friends. 

The paper discusses these issues in relation to mainstream migratory theory, especially the neo-classical 

perspectives and structural theories. 
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Panel 15 

Contested flows of people, policies, concepts, discourses 

and images 
Panel organisers: Jónína Einarsdóttir, University of Iceland and Pétur Skúlason Waldorff, University of Iceland. 

E-mail: je@hi.is 

Policies, concepts, discourses and images flow around the globe, within and across communities, countries and 

continents, as do human beings, adults and children alike. Concepts such as community based management, 

development, empowerment, participation, rights and sustainability circulate within the web and networks of global 

governance. Global governance in times of an emerging multiplex world involves public, corporate and private 

global institutions, and their values, rules, regulations and management procedures permeate the global arena. 

This panel aims to explore how individuals, local communities and groups of people adjust to, reformulate and 

contest such governance, its policies and attached discourses, concepts, ideas and images. 

How do the roaming images of, for instance, children, youth, ex-combatants, disabled people, women, peasants 

and nomads inform concepts and approaches advocated to deal with each group? Why is community based 

management, empowerment and participation particularly relevant for those discriminated against and the rural 

poor? Does ownership belong to state authorities and elite groups? Did the rural populations, the informal sector 

and those who are unemployed have voice in formulating the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)? Do the 

SDGs address the interests of these groups? How do children deal with measures, rooted in ideas about their 

rights and vulnerability, that nonetheless, restrict their movement in a search for better future? How do the varied 

forms of migration, forced, illegal or free, shape the life and identities of individuals and groups? On what grounds 

do rich countries claim to be good examples of success for Africa? 

 

Approved abstracts panel 15 
Session 1 

1. The productions of mobility (from) inside Ugandaôs Nakivale Refugee 

Settlement 

Author: Jolien Tegenbos, Department of Conflict & Development Studies, Ghent University, Belgium. 

E-mail: Jolien.Tegenbos@UGent.be 

I present in this paper my ongoing research about conflict mobilities from Nakivale, one of Africaôs oldest refugee 

settlements in Uganda. In Central-East Africa, policies, rights, camps and settlements administered by UNHCR 

make up a structure of governance for millions of people. To a large extent, these refugee/IDP/returnee policy 

structures have taken a far more than temporary character in many situations. Starting from a refugee settlement 

in the south of Uganda, this paper takes a look at people who move within (and sometimes beyond) this network 

of policy structures in order to better understand the impact of this protractedness on the reformulation of concepts 

like órefugeeô, óreturneeô and órefugee campô. It looks at a world that connects many refugee-settings in countries 

across Central-East Africa, but of which most people were ignorant of its particularities until they entered the 

reception centers. At the same time however, refugee trajectories also indicate that it is a world out of which many 

people seem not to be able to get out (easily). This paper therefore focuses on how peopleôs trajectories, 

experiences and practices challenge the conceptsô official meanings and eventually reformulate them. Fieldwork 

takes place by looking into refugeesô trajectories and camp histories, and by accompanying camp inhabitants on 

their circular movements between Nakivale and places of origin. 

2. Becoming somebody: Bissau-Guinean talibés in Senegal 

Author: Jónína Einarsdóttir, Faculty of Social and Human Sciences, University of Iceland, Iceland.E-mail: je@hi.is 

The parents of allegedly trafficked children are mostly ignored or represented as cruel, naïve, or desperately poor 

in mass media and reports published by global and local institutions and NGOs. This presentation gives voice to 

Bissau-Guinean Fula Diabe (e. Fula captured) parents who are descendants of former slaves who aim to raise 

their social status by sending their sons to Senegal to study the Quran. While no parent argues they are forced to 

send away boys to have fewer mouths to feed, they lament few educational opportunities in their villages. The 

parents, more concerned with their discrimination than poverty, send their favorite son abroad hoping he will return 

to the village to teach children the Quran, and become a respected citizen. To the outrage of the parents, global 
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institutions and NGOs classify the practice to send the boys to Senegal, that includes crossing of borders and 

begging, as child trafficking. Anti-trafficking activities are ongoing, including repatriation of boys from Senegal, 

something seen as degrading and patronizing. Parents see repatriation of their chosen son as the worst outcome 

and a proof of their discrimination. Yet, the parents are resistant and continue to send their sons to Senegal to 

seek knowledge and fight ñignoranceò through religious education. 

3. Why do the anti-trafficking measures fail to prosecute the West African 

ñunscrupulousò marabouts? 

Author: Hamadou Boiro, National Institute of Studies and Research (INEP), Bissau, Guinea-Bissau / Faculty of 

Social and Human Sciences, University of Iceland, Iceland. 

E-mail: hab47@hi.is 

According to the Trafficking in Persons report 2017, in many West African countries masters of Quran schools, 

often referred to as marabouts, are identified as traffickers of their students, named talibes. Efforts to eliminate the 

practice in Burkina Faso, Guinea, Mali, Nigeria Benin, The Gambia, Senegal and Guinea-Bissau have not been 

successful. In Guinea-Bissau, never has a person been prosecuted or convicted for trafficking, yet 

ñunscrupulousò marabouts increasingly recruit boys from rural areas and force them to beg. How comes? In this 

presentation, the aim is to shed light on the historical background to the emergence of marabouts and Quran 

education in West Africa. Then, through the voices of Bissau-Guinean Fula marabouts the presentation describes 

their own Quran education and later carrier. The results emphasize the learning process of the Fula marabouts, 

especially the so-called Fula captured, who use Quran studies to enhance their social status within their ethnic 

group, the Fula of Guinea-Bissau. The marabout is an important figure that deserves more attention in order to 

understand the phenomenon of the talibe in Guinea-Bissau and in the sub-region. The NGOs, backed up by global 

governance, including international conventions such as the Palermo Protocol, and funds from the international 

community strive to define what accounts as proper upbringing, education and place for children. At the community 

level, the marabouts are the religious specialists and community leaders of the parents. Bourdieu's thoughts on 

power, capital and reproduction serve as a theoretical basis to understand how the marabouts have managed to 

appropriate and circumvent the anti-trafficking measures for their benefit. Empowered with symbolic capital, they 

adjust their strategy to the dynamism of repatriation as a social space, aiming to keep their position as the masters 

of the game. 

4. Conceptualizing politics: The flowing meaning of ñpoliticsò amongst 

Burundian (ex)combatants 

Author: Guðrún Sif Friðriksdóttir, Faculty of Social and Human Sciences, University of Iceland, Iceland.E-

mail: gunna.sif@gmail.com 

Politics is an important part of (ex)combatantsô lives both during armed conflict and in its aftermath. In this paper I 

discuss the flowing meaning of the concept ñpoliticsò amongst Burundian ex-combatants. Many ex-combatants 

joined the armed struggle due to ideology and politics and their interest in political activism doesnôt necessarily 

end when their lives as combatants comes to an end. Ex-combatants taking part in political activism in the 

aftermath of war can thus be viewed as business as usual. Whether this political activism takes violent or 

peaceful forms seems in many cases to be dependent on external factors other than the interest of these 

individuals in violence. My interlocutorsô relationship with politics was however complex and sometimes 

contradictory. Many of my interlocutors resented what they called politics, meaning politicians and the way 

politics are played out in Burundi. Their opposition against ñpoliticsò however is usually very political. Politics in 

Burundi continue to be a dangerous affair, sometimes even lethal. Those that wanted to distance themselves 

from politics spoke of the dangers of politics and their wish to be considered neutral, to be able to converse with 

all sides. Achieving the perception of being neutral is not necessarily possible for everyone and requires clever 

social navigation, a strong social network and relatively high socio-economic status. 

 

Session 2 
1. Barricades against Insurgent Transhumance. The Human Ecology of 

Securing Occupational Space for Nomadic Cattle Herders in Parts of Nigeriaôs 

South and Middle Belt 

Author: Okechi Dominic Azuwike, Department of Geography and Environmental Management, Imo State 

University, Owerri, Nigeria. E-mail: okedazuwike@yahoo.com; azuwike@imsu.edu.ng 
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In Nigeria, pastoral people in nomadic cattle herding appear pressured for, and seek land particularly in the Middle 

belt and South where they had only fleeting pastoral activities. The communities they encounter in these forays 

reject the idea of land grants to these groups. Pastoralists cite ECOWAS transhumance protocol to justify their 

quest and have killed several thousands in the campaign. The federal government, sympathetic to pastoralistsô 

desire to continue with the transhumant culture, proposes to secure a 6000km grazing route across the country for 

herdersô exclusive use involving recovery of colonial-era grazing routes lost to landscape evolution. The people of 

the South and Middle belt raise barricades to óalienô pastoral practice including laws banning open grazing. In 

identity terms, herders suffer image of outsiders for whom some sacrifices are prohibitive. Religious differences, 

political irredentism involving a Fulani Diaspora, and questions of cultural integrity colour an issue that is otherwise 

a matter of resource contestation. This study aims to find out if transhumant grazing forays in the affected areas 

have acquired the attributes of insurgency. It relied on in-depth review of literature and media documentations on 

the subject. Focus group discussions illuminate local agency at curtailing debility. Results show: diversity of 

barricades - lore, laws and actions (militancy); herdersô agency to scale barriers using negotiation, peace overtures, 

payments, attachment to military formations, midnight journeys, localization and violence. It shows that the pastoral 

trade is tolerated at heavy cost of cattle nuisance, water pollution, land appropriation, security concerns, crop 

losses, cultural loss and carnage. The paper recommends Nigerian governmentôs acceptance of ranching and 

setting up grazing reserves only in volunteer states. 

2. The contestation and making of post-colonial urban spaces: looking 

through the lens of local development brokers in Durban, South Africa 

Author: Erik Lønne, Department of Social Anthropology, Norwegian University of Science and Technology 

(NTNU), Norway.E-mail: erik.lonne@ntnu.no 

In the course of the last twenty to twenty-five years, there has been a considerable fragmentation and 

decentralisation of the global aid and development arena. This is partly due to the factor of state withdrawal, 

which in turn creates new spaces of contestation around the practice and discourse of development. In these 

new development spaces, there is a growing proliferation of influential intermediary actors, what some have 

called a new social category, namely local development brokers. These brokers utilise the dissonance and 

incongruence between states and civil society, and become vital and important actors in this field.  If one is to 

properly understand, on a local level, how cities ð perhaps first and foremost in the setting of post-colonial urban 

spaces of the global south ð are built and developed, this social category of brokers must be a part of the 

discussion. Based on ethnographic fieldwork with a local NGO (non-governmental organisation) in Durban, South 

Africa, I examine in this presentation the organisationôs role as a local development broker. Through a practise 

they call çinclusive urban designè the NGO works to address a ñwidening gap between the city governmentôs 

urban agenda and the realities faced by Durbanôs inner-city informal workers.ò With the increased fragmentation 

and distance between government and the daily working lives of people on the streets, how are new ways of 

shaping and reshaping urban spaces taking place? And, what specific role do the local development brokers play 

in this development?  The paper and the wider study attempts to widen the scope concerning methods of 

empowerment, inclusion of informal workers in physical interventions in the rapidly urbanising inner-cities of 

South Africa. All through the lens of the local development broker. 

3. Borrowed Skylines: Tracing the Origins of Tanzaniaôs New Master-Planned 

Cities Through Urban Policy Mobilities 

Author: Joanna Ondrusek-Roy, Department of Geography, McGill University, Montreal, Canada.  

E-mail: joanna.ondrusek--roy@mail.mcgill.ca 

As urban populations continue to outgrow existing infrastructure, African governments are opting to build new 

master-planed cities from scratch, in the hopes of ófast-trackingô their economies and making a place for themselves 

in the hierarchy of óglobal citiesô. These new city visions of tall gleaming skyscrapers and luxurious villas, all draped 

in eco-utopian rhetoric stand in stark contrast to local realities of urban poverty. In Tanzania alone, eight new city 

projects are planned for construction on the outskirts of Dar es Salaam, Arusha, Dodoma and on the island of 

Zanzibar. While many of these cities have been planned for several years, little has been physically built. Therefore, 

my research is situated in the gap between planning and implementation, where most of these cities currently exist 

only as visions. By drawing on themes from transnational urban policy mobilities, this study seeks to explain how 

urban visions of the óglobal cityô are internationally circulated, locally re-assembled, legitimized by politicians, and 

ultimately transform the urban landscape. Several of Tanzaniaôs new cities are being planned by international 

planning consortia, which bring together planners and consultants from Milan, Istanbul, Beirut, Seoul and Dubai. 

By focusing on the role of such transfer agents, this paper seeks to outline the networks of policy transfer and the 

regional and international icons Tanzaniaôs new cities seek to emulate. Through interviews with local government 
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officials, planners, developers and third-sector organizations, this study will determine how these urban policy 

mobilities shape Tanzaniaôs new city visions, as well as how these visions are locally perceived and responded to. 

4. The Alma Ata Declaration: Implementation of Community Health Care in 

Guinea-Bissau 

Author: Sigríður Baldursdóttir, Faculty of Social and Human Sciences, University of Iceland, Iceland.  

E-mail: sigga_b@hotmail.com 

This presentation examines the implementation of community-based primary health care in Guinea-Bissau, as laid 

out in the Alma Ata Declaration in 1978. It is based on ethnographic fieldwork during Oio Region as the main 

setting, the focus is on the challenges and the interplay of global governance, policy-making and community 

participation. Data was collected through participant observation, formal and informal interviews, surveys, and 

group discussions. In 1977, a community health program was initiated in Guinea-Bissau with the assistance of 

donors. Village health units were constructed and staffed with volunteer community health workers and traditional 

birth attendants. In the 1990s, villagers in Oio Region appreciated community health care and its implementation 

was seen as successful. Due to a range of circumstances, including shifts in donorsô priorities, aid shock, and a 

military uprising in 1998, the first decade of the 21st century is characterized by degradation of community health 

care. Villagers, without access to basic health care at village level, had to navigate a health system characterized 

by increased privatization and user fees. In 2010, in collaboration with donors, the Ministry of Health elaborated a 

new community health policy that emphasized professionalization of community health workers who should get 

salaries whilst traditional birth attendants were to be excluded. The Ministry of Health was to lead the 

implementation process, but due to a military coup in 2012, it was bypassed by donors with NGOs taking on a 

prominent role. Theories on global governance and anthropological perspectives on aid, policy, indicators and 

friction among stakeholders give some understanding of the complexity of policy and practice in community health 

care. The health policy of Guinea-Bissau has been influenced by swift changes in global health policies and 

priorities. Due to its aid dependency, the country realigned its new community health policy with global trends 

hoping to improve its indicators for the Millennium Development Goals. However, the policy did not take local 

realities into consideration, leading to friction and discontent among villagers who were not consulted. This study 

shows that despite the appeal of volunteer work and community participation, community health care is neither 

cheap nor easy to implement. 

5. Iceland and foreign aid: from recipient to donor 

Author: Geir Gunnlaugsson, Faculty of Social and Human Sciences, University of Iceland, Iceland.E-

mail: geirgunnlaugsson@hi.is 

Iceland came under the jurisdiction of the Norwegian King in 1262 to later become a colony of Denmark for about 

500 years. Already in the second half of the 18th century, Danish kings initiated actions that aimed to improve the 

precarious situation of the Icelandic population. After independence in 1944, Iceland enjoyed the highest per capita 

support of the Marshall Plan (European Recovery Program) following World War II. Thereafter Iceland received aid 

and loans from the World Bank according to which Iceland was a developing country until 1974. In 1981, the 

Icelandic International Development Agency (Iceida) was established, substituting the office for Iceland´s 

Assistance to the Developing Countries, and since 2013 it is a formal member of the Development Assistance 

Committee (DAC) of the OECD. Iceland has in recent years been engaged in bilateral collaboration with mostly 

three countries, one of which is Malawi. The aim of the presentation is to describe and analyze the transformation 

of Iceland from a net receiver of foreign aid to a donor country, with particular attention given to its involvement in 

Mangochi District in Malawi in Southern-Africa. On the basis of achieved results along the years of collaboration, it 

is concluded Iceland can constructively contribute to international development in the new Global Agenda 2030 

era if due attention is given to the needs of poor people. Finally, it is argued that in addition to multilateral assistance, 

Iceland on the basis of its history and economic strength can play an important role with partner countries in bilateral 

collaboration that addresses sector-wide issues of importance in the daily lives of poor people, as currently is the 

case in Malawi. 
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Panel 18 

Little migrations? Children and teenagers mobility 

experiences from, to and within African continent (19th-

21th) 
Panel organisers: Giacomo Ghedini, Department of History and Cultures, University of Bologna, Italy & Paris 

Diderot University, France. Giulia Consoli, Department of History and Cultures, University of Bologna, Italy. 

E-mail: giacomo.ghedini2@unibo.it 

In 1981 Suzanne Lallemand and Guy Le Moal were provocatively defining, in the Journal des Africanistes, children 

as a ñlittle subjectò, one not sufficiently considered in scientific dissertations of their area studies. Today this 

scenario seems to be partly changed. In the last few years, children and teenagers mobility, especially if involving 

African continent, started to be more visible and noticed, raising, mostly in everyday common discourses, scattered 

and conflicting moral issues. This growing attention towards the matter has captured academic interest too, 

especially on contemporary migration and asylum-seeking applications. Nonetheless, the scientific insights around 

óthe youngest on the moveô are still few, fragmented and suffer from the lack of voice of the actors involved in this 

movements or from a focalization on asylum and protection requests. On the contrary, the phenomenon is certainly 

not limited in space and time. Nor can it fit some strict juridical or historical categories. Aware that ideas of 

ñchildhoodò and ñadulthoodò themselves have been historically and geographically fluid too, we propose to go 

beyond unequivocal narrations and representations on both ñyoungò and ñmobilityò in African continent, giving, as 

much as possible, voice to different actors and subjects involved in those movements, without neglecting complex 

and plural designs, and through the broadening of the spatial, temporal and epistemological gazes. 

We are interested in completed works as well as drafts on open researches. We also encourage to submit projects 

that focus on various experiences of minors and youth mobilities from, to or within the African continent from XIX 

to XXI century, especially if they have fear to feel ñmisplacedò or ñinappropriateò in this panel. We welcome both 

papers that propose specific case studies and more theoretical and methodological contributions on how to work 

and do research on these themes. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 18 

1. African children, previously involved in Saharan-slave trade, sent to Europe 

by Catholic missionaries in the Nineteenth century: the case study of three 

alumni of Collegio Urbano of Propaganda Fide (Rome) 

Author: Giacomo Ghedini, University of Bologna, Italy and University of Paris 7 Diderot, Department of History, 

France.E-mail: giacomo.ghedini2@unibo.it 

First of all, in this paper I want to outline a Nineteenth centuryôs phenomenon which is not extremely popular in 

historiography to this day. It is a case involving several hundreds of young Sub-Saharan Africans, rescued 

from slavery by Catholics missionaries. They were brought to Europe (Italy and France in particular) to receive an 

education to be later sent back to Africa as missionaries. This subject, which I am examining for my PhDôs 

studies, has had a certain importance in the developing of global processes such as the end of the slavery in 

Africa, the expansion of the missions and European colonization of the continent. 

In particular, on this occasion, I want to present a case study that I selected for its distinctiveness: the parallel 

stories of three young African boys, Daniele Sorur Pharim Den, Arturo Morzal and Giovanni Farag. They all were 

former slaves sent in Italy and they share a background in studies at the 

prestigious Collegio Urbano of Propaganda Fide (a Vatican's congregation, in charged to spreading the Gospels 

in the world), located in Rome. This seminary for becoming priests hosted a lot of foreign students, but only few 

Africans until the three of them. They were the only three who came from Africa and studied there between 1878-

1881. From this common experience, they departed for really different destinies: Daniele Sorur Pharim Den in 

1887 became a priest and a missionary, one of the earliest Black-Africans writers of the Nineteenth century and 

died of tuberculosis in Egypt in 1900. Arturo Morzal chose to leave the College to become a doctor but died in 

1888 in Malta while he was studying; Giovanni Farag was expelled from the Collegio and died in a madhouse in 

1885.  
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The close analysis of these different but similar biographies could be also useful to learn something new 

about the migration of young Africans in Europe in the Nineteenth century and about their acceptance, education 

and perspectives of life.  

Key words: Children slavery, Children mobility, missions, Africa, Europe, Nineteenth century. 

2. Double absence, multiple presence. Some teenagers mobility experiences 

from West Sub-Saharan African regions to Morocco 

Author: Giulia Consoli, Department of History and Cultures, University of Bologna, Italy. 

E-mail: giulia.consoli2@unibo.it 

Since Sayadôs book on ñdouble absenceò (2002), this dimension started to be quite used and enlightened in 

migration studies. However, in more recent years, some scholars have underlined his twin brother concept too: 

presence, and the possible multiplication and dislocation of it through these kinds of experiences. Based on 

ethnographic research with young people involved in experiences of mobility, my contribution will focus on the 

ñunaccompanied foreign minorò category, widely used in contemporary migration speeches and policies. The 

fieldwork grown up in Rabat, Morocco, in 2016, with a group of boys, aged between 12 and 24 years old, coming 

from West and Central African Countries and mainly willing to reach Central and South European countries. Arrived 

in Morocco from different regions and countries with different plans and various individual and familiar situation, all 

the actors were united by the same UNHCRôs sub-category. Although sometimes considered ñunaccompaniedò, 

the ethnographic encounters provided a loneliness rather avoided by most of the subjects and complex multiple 

levels of relationships. By referring to this material, I will try to reflect firstly on the terms used and not used by 

individuals and institutional actors: ñminorò, ñyoungò, ñchildrenò as well as ñmigrantò, ñasylum seekersò, ñblackò, 

ñafricanò, ñunaccompaniedò, ñaloneò, etc. Not to be taken for granted, all these worlds could show and pursue 

themselves models and ideas of conceiving childhoods, mobilities/migrations and relationships in general. 

Reflecting on absence and presence discourses that have crossed this experience, I will try to provide ideas of the 

heterogenous experiences of some of these young people on the move, no less than ideas of the mobility of their 

relationships too. 

3. Plurality of Childhoods, Plurality of Movements: Young Childrenôs Accounts 

of their Migration Experiences, Identity Constructions and Life in Morocco 

Author: Chiara Massaroni, Department of Sociology, University of Innsbruck, Austria. 

E-mail: Chiara.Massaroni@student.uibk.ac.at 

While recent research in sociology have reshaped the way of thinking children´s identity construction and have 

pointed out the complexity of childrenôs lives, their agentic role is often ignored in research on migration. Children 

are still looked at as needing stability and their experience of mobility is often victimised or interpreted within their 

role as family members. This paper is based on an ongoing PhD project, which foregrounds the experiences of 

migration of young children under the age of 13 living in Rabat, Morocco, and tries to understand the way they 

interpret their identity and life stories in a complex migratory contexts. From a Eurocentric perspective, Morocco is 

seen as a transit country, while at the same time the state is reshaping its role as county of immigration, introducing 

a policy of openness and inaugurating a series of regularisations of undocumented migrants. While important steps 

towards inclusion have been done, structural barriers towards social participation sill persist: migrant children, who 

formally are granted access to education, no matter their legal status, are often excluded from participation or 

discouraged to attend due to various forms of structural and social blockages. 

My interest is in exploring what roles these social policies and political changes play in the way young children 

experience and recount their life in Morocco, their migration experience and their future expectations and how they 

shape their sense of self. The aim of this paper is to problematize an essentialist view on childhood and identities, 

by looking at the agentic role of children in the ways they make sense of and recount their migration experience 

within and against social structures around them. 

4. Bongoland: Precarity and Affilial Relationships in In the Belly of Dar es 

Salaam 

Author: Yunusy Castory Ngôumbi, University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.E-mail: yngumbi@yahoo.com 

The proposed paper aims at examining the representation of dynamics in the family that result in separation among 

family members, and their failure to attain family reunification. It will specifically examine how Elieshi Lemaôs In the 

Belly of Dar es Salaam represents characters who are victims of economic and political pressures that force them 

not only to be migrants but also to negotiate other alternatives to survive by forming affilial relationships. I therefore 

explore the selected narrative in relation to what Crawford Young calls óthe webs of conflict, violent social patterns 
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and governmental dysfunctionalitiesô that disturb post-colonial subjects in Africa, thus rendering migrants detached 

from their biological families. Since characters in this novel move from rural areas to urban spaces, this narrative 

offers an opportunity to read post-colonial cities as agent spaces in the production of meanings and re-construction 

of identities.[1] Using Demissieôs ideas on the writing of the city space, I explore how the novel represents African 

cities are spaces where urban inhabitants reconfigure and remake urban worlds by deploying their own forms of 

urbanity born out of their historical and material circumstances. By so doing, they forge new identities for certain 

needs at a particular time. I try to suggest that the novel portrays the precariousness of the city of Dar es Salaam 

as a way to provide an opportunity for readers to understand the dynamics of marginalised groups and voices from 

the fringes on how they negotiate affilial relationships amongst themselves as relegated or displaced characters.  

 [1] See ñImperial Legacies and Postcolonial Predicaments: An Introductionò by Fassil Demissie 

5. On the nature, dynamic and consequences of child migration in the 

Southern African Development Community (SADC) region 

Author: Innocent Moyo, Department of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Zululand, South 

Africa.E-mail: minnoxa.m@gmail.com 

This paper discusses the nature, dynamic and consequences of unaccompanied child migration in the SADC 

region. Based on a qualitative study, this study shows that unaccompanied child migrants undergo very traumatic 

experiences. For instance as they cross the Limpopo River from Zimbabwe to South Africa, some die from hunger 

and exhaustion, while others are either eaten by crocodiles or lost. Inside the human smuggling vehicles, some of 

the children are forced to hide under seats, among other degrading experiences. The question of why this is 

prevalent in the SADC region comes to the fore and is debated in this paper together with policy implications 

especially in a region where the goal is regional integration as enshrined in the SADC Declaration and Treaty of 

1992. 

Key words: Child migration, undocumented migration, SADC, South Africa, Zimbabwe 

6. Child Migrants from Mozambique to South Africa: Dynamics and 

Experiences 

Author: Mandisa Makhathini, Department of Geography and Environmental Studies, University of Zululand, South 

Africa.E-mail: mmsmakhathini@gmail.com 

The movement by children to live without parents or adult guardians is a major issue in developing countries 

(Yaqub, 2009). The study aims to look into the experiences of children migrating to South Africa and will focus on 

the cases of unaccompanied child migrants from Mozambique. The objectives of the study are as follows: a) to 

investigate demographics of these child migrants; b) to investigate how child migrants get to South Africa; c) to 

assess the motives of migrating to South Africa; d) to explore the experiences faced by child migrants. The research 

will adopt an inductive approach which will include the use of qualitative methods. Using qualitative techniques, 

data will be collected using in-depth interviews and documentation. The study will use a purposive sampling and a 

snowball sampling approach as part of choosing the study sample. 

Key words: Child Migration, Unaccompanied Child Migrants, Cross-Border Migration 

 

 

Panel 19 

A Gender Perspective on African Mobilities 
Panel organiser: Amanda Gouws, Stellenbosch University, South Africa.E-mail: ag1@sun.ac.za 

Neoliberalism fosters a deeply gendered and racialized modality of human mobility characterized by conditions of 

heightened vulnerability that affect men and women differently. In the global neoliberal capitalist economy there is 

growing evidence of a feminization of migration due to the continued impoverishment and marginalization of many 

women in developing countries and the increasing demand for female labour, among other things. The feminization 

of migration is viewed as involving a qualitative change in womenôs migratory roles, from being dependents of male 

migrants to being autonomous economic migrants. As a result, gender (alongside, and inextricably intertwined with 

race) is increasingly recognized as key to understanding migration and its causes, consequences and implications. 

However, despite these insights, womenôs mobility in Africa has continued to receive little attention in migration 

studies, and is largely glossed over and ignored in national legislation and policy. 

http://nai.uu.se/nad-2018/panels/panel-18-1/#_ftn1
http://nai.uu.se/nad-2018/panels/panel-18-1/#_ftnref1
mailto:minnoxa.m@gmail.com
mailto:mmsmakhathini@gmail.com
mailto:ag1@sun.ac.za


39 
 

In this panel we want to explore in rich detail, and across disciplines, some of the questions that emerge when 

migration in and from Africa is viewed through the lens of gender. Such questions include, for example: how are 

African nationalisms articulated through ideologies of gender, covertly inscribed into immigration legislation and 

policy? What role does feminized migration play in shaping social orders and driving transformative social change? 

What does sexual violence against migrant women reveal about state formation as gendered and gendering 

process in African contexts? How are migrant women understood as representative of cultural difference because 

of their portrayal as repositories of custom and custodians of identity, and because of their location within the 

family?  What are the consequences of carceral politics for women who migrate illegally? 

With this panel we hope to center the experiences and perceptions of African women migrants and thereby shed 

new light on the implications and meanings of womenôs mobility in and from Africa. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 19 

1. Protecting Migrants from Hate Crimes/Hate Speech ï Promoting Carceral 

Feminism 

Author: Amanda Gouws, Stellenbosch University, South Africa. E-mail: ag1@sun.ac.za 

South Africa annually receive thousands of migrants from other African countries.  Some arrive legally while others 

enter illegally.  Most flee the crushing poverty and civil wars of their home countries to find a better life in South 

Africa.  Because of poverty they integrate into South Africa communities that are the poorest of the poor, where 

people daily compete for scarce resources.  This had led to large scale xenophobic violence against them because 

of perceptions that ñthey take our jobs and our womenò. In 2008 thousands of migrants were displaced after a spate 

of serious mass xenophobic attacks that left many dead.  Many were called the Makwerekwere (the unwanted) and 

many women were raped. 

Currently the South African government is passing the Prevention and Combatting of Hate Crimes and Hate 

Speech Bill through parliament in order to combat hate speech and acts of violence in the hope that it will reduce 

levels of hate speech and hate crimes.  On face value this law will help to combat violence against foreign nationals, 

as well as curbing racist slurs and the ñcorrective rapeò of lesbians. The bill is, however, silent on the acts of law 

enforces such as the South African Police Force that is deeply implicated in violence against foreign nationals.  On 

the contrary it protects law enforcers. 

This bill is an example of the carceral state that is a form of neo-liberal governance that moves away from providing 

social welfare, but rather see the incarceration of people through penal policies as a solution to social problems 

such as unemployment, poverty, inequality and Afrophobia. Rather than addressing perceptions and attitudes of 

South Africans, it feeds into the ANC Womenôs Leaguesô idea that perpetrators ñshould rot in jailò.    This paper 

aims to analyse the Prevention and Combatting of Hate Crimes and Hate Speech Bill and its draconian sentencing 

provisions for perpetrators to show that it promotes a carceral state and carceral feminism that may not protect 

foreign nationals, but make their lives more dangerous and precarious. 

2. Race, rape and the Rainbow Nation: A decolonial feminist analysis of South 

Africaôs immigration system 

Author: Azille Coetzee, Stellenbosch University, South Africa. E-mail: azille@sun.ac.za 

The recurring xenophobic violence against foreign migrants in postapartheid South Africa takes a very specific 

tone: it is a battle between two sets of men. ñThey steal our jobs and our womenò is the ringing refrain offered as 

justification by South African men for the violence perpetrated against Africans from elsewhere. This narrative 

erases women from the side of perpetrator and victim of xenophobic violence. It reduces South African women to 

property or a commodity reserved for South African men, and migrant women to the property or baggage of migrant 

men. This is therefore a paradigm in which the black woman exists only in relation to men and is not seen as 

political subject (as citizen or migrant) in her own right. The xenophobic violence in South Africa does not only point 

to the sexism at the heart of the new South African nation, but also to its persistent racism. While black African 

migrants are violently kept at the margins of South African social and political life, white migrants are left unaffected 

and do not feature in the discourse at all. This sexism and racism displayed in South Africaôs approach to 

immigration has a long history. It is entrenched in the legislative and policy framework on migration, in a way that 

shows striking continuation with the apartheid framework. On this basis it can be argued that the South African 

postcolonial postapartheid state has inherited the heteropatriarchal nationalism of the white settler state, at the 

centre of which is the white masculine colonial subject and other modern colonial epistemic fictions. I argue in this 

paper that the new South African project of nation building has not managed to dislodge the underlying 
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presuppositions of white settler nationalism. Belonging is still anchored within heterosexual masculinity and 

whiteness. The result is that the African migrant is unwelcome, the black South Africa woman is silenced and 

objectified and the African migrant woman erased. In this article I explore the continuities between white imperial 

heteropatriarchy and the heteropatriarchal politics of the postcolonial postapartheid South African nation, by 

examining the nationôs stance on immigration on legislative and societal levels. Using the postcolonial feminist 

scholarship of Jacqui Alexander, Maria Lugones and Gayatri Spivak I ask what the erasure of the black woman (as 

citizen and migrant) reveals about the South African postcolony and its political imaginary. I examine the workings 

of Empire in South Africaôs history of immigration control through a decolonial feminist lens and in the process I 

connect three issues that are usually approached as separate problems, namely the enduring political 

marginalization of South African women, the xenophobic response to the black African immigrant, and the political 

and legislative erasure of the black African woman migrant. 

3. Queer on Queer Violence: Homopopulism & African LGBTQ Mobility 

Author: James Lotter, Stellenbosch University, South Africa. E-mail: jklotter@sun.ac.za 

On the evening of 11 May 2018, twenty five men were arrested in Cameroon on charges associated with 

ñhomosexualityò during a nation-wide purge in a country where homosexual behaviour is punishable with up to five 

years of incarceration. Whilst this is the most recent reported affront on the LGBTQ community in Africa, such 

sentiments extend beyond the borders of a single nation with state-sponsored persecution occurring frequently 

throughout the continent. Of the 55 countries that make up the African continent, 34 currently have laws that 

criminalise homosexuality, three of which include the death penalty (Sudan, Somalia and Northern Nigeria). Many 

LGBTQ individuals residing in these countries have chosen to remain, forming part of a vital network of resistance. 

Others have fled persecution often for the sake of their own lives as well as the lives of their families and loved 

ones. Like many marginalised communities, LGBTQ individuals cross borders for the sake of political and economic 

security. Europe and South Africa are preferred destinations due to their geographic proximity, economic 

opportunities and subsequent legislative protections of the LGBTQ community, amongst others. Whilst asylum 

seeking can be a legal option for many, complexities associated with identity parameters and political pressures 

remain an obstacle. 

With a specific focus on the migration of African LGBTQ individuals to the ñGlobal Northò this paper will explore the 

structural constraints associated with African Queer Mobility within the context of global geo-political shifts and the 

subsequent rise of anti-immigration populist-nationalist sentiments in Europe and North America. Through 

employing LGBTQ Asylum seeking in Europe as a case study, this paper will draw on the theoretical lenses of 

Queer IR in order to understand how and to what extent European Queer subjects are implicated in enforcing 

restrictions on African Queer Mobility. As such, it argues that the emergence of Homopopulism has resulted in 

increasing Queer on Queer violence through LGBTQ support of anti-immigrant and carceral (populist-nationalist) 

regimes. 

Puarôs (2017) work on Homonationalism and Weberôs (2016) Queer IR analysis of the ñfearful, patriotic sovereign 

subjectò form the theoretical and conceptual underpinnings of Homopopulism-an intersection of the politics of queer 

with the politics of fear. I argue that this has resulted in the formation of a new Queer disciplinary subject: the Queer 

(non) Secular Nationalist (Lotter, 2018). 

 

4. Trafficking in Persons and Migration of Girls in Nigeria: Narration Analysis 

of Selected Victims 

Author: Onyinyechi Nancy Nwaolikpe, Department of Mass Communication, Caleb University Imota, Nigeria.E-

mail: onyinyegib@gmail.com 

In 2016, Nigeria was ranked as first in terms of number of arrivals on the Italian coasts, particular increase in 

women and unaccompanied minors and these Nigerian female migrants ended up being exploited as sexual slaves 

or domestic workers. For many Nigerians, migration holds key to better economic opportunities but a large number 

of those who migrate to other countries face abusive and exploitative conditions without effective access to legal 

protection. This study was conducted to determine the challenges of the effect of trafficking in persons for the girl 

child, her family and the nation and the challenges of this act to the development of Nigeria and itsô developmental 

sustainability. The study anchored on feminist theory, applying it to the roles, values and experiences of girls 

violated through sexual abuse and domestic abuse. The study was qualitative, it presented a narrative analysis of 

interviews with selected female adolescents who were victims of trafficking in persons. Insight was gained on the 

challenges and effects on the victims, families and the nation at large by giving voice to these female adolescents 

who have experienced sexual abuse and domestic abuse. The study recommended that achieving gender equality 
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and sustainable development in Nigeria would require the government to design polices and frameworks that will 

curb human trafficking against women and girls in Nigeria and that would also empower them. 

 

 

Panel 20 

Security from below Civil society, self-defense movements 

and the rule of law 
Panel organiser: Sten Hagberg, Dept. of Cultural Anthropology & Ethnology; Forum for Africa Studies, Uppsala 

University, Sweden.E-mail: sten.hagberg@antro.uu.se 

This panel takes as its points of departure the current focus on security in general and in West Africa in particular. 

Political crises, terrorism, porous international boundaries, coups dô®tat, and socio-political upheavals underline 

the need to rethink what security means for citizens in this region. International and regional approaches to security 

still take predominantly military and macro-political perspectives. Yet there is a need to analyse and better 

understand security from below, from the grassroots and ordinary citizens. In this vein, local initiatives are central 

to analyses of politics, society and culture in West Africa. 

This panel aims to focus on security from below, as to better understand how ordinary citizens are experiencing 

multiple insecurities and, in extension, how they seek to deal with them. Yet local initiatives when citizens take the 

law in their own hands may well challenge the rule of law, such as the resumption of innocence and a fair legal 

treatment. 

The panel invites research papers that focus on locally based and legitimized self-defense groups and movements, 

particularly by looking at how they relate to civil society and more generally to the rule of law. Papers could be 

case-studies, or conceptual and methodological think-pieces. Comparative approaches are particularly welcome 

. 

Approved abstracts panel 20 

1. Security from below: Conceptual, methodological and epistemological 

challenges 

Author: Sten Hagberg, Dept. of Cultural Anthropology & Ethnology; Forum for Africa Studies, Uppsala University, 

Sweden.E-mail: sten.hagberg@antro.uu.se 

This paper aims to discuss conceptual, methodological and epistemological considerations in research that seeks 

to understand security from below. While the ambition towards integrating perspectives of the grassroots, of 

ordinary citizens, from below, is increasingly advocated by security scholars and organizations alike (see Witt 

2018), there is a lack of more in-depth reflections as to what such a security from below might entail. Humanitarian 

organizations and development institutions are keen to promote grassroots perspectives. Still, lip service, more 

than actual practice, is most often paid to such perspectives. On the basis of recent anthropological research 

carried out in Mali and Burkina Faso (Hagberg 2018, forthcoming; Hagberg et al. 2017), in this paper I seek to 

identify key conceptual, methodological and epistemological challenges about how ethnographies of security from 

below ï as part of an anthropology of human security ï ought to be carried out in various countries. The paper 

starts from scholarly discussions on securities/insecurities, including (in)securitization processes, as to address the 

three following questions. First, how can we as scholars seek to understand popular, local, grassroots security 

initiatives without falling into the trap of populist ideologies? Second, how can we explain that self-defence 

movements often take shape in standardized forms despite the plurality of cultural and historical legacies of 

different African countries? Third, what are the different conditions through which self-defence movements inscribe 

themselves within the rule of law, and what are the conditions under which they do not? By discussing these 

conceptual, methodological and epistemological considerations, I will make use of ethnographic examples from 

ongoing research in Burkina Faso and Mali. 

2. Documenting the Koglweogo in Burkina Faso ï security or insecurity from 

below? 

Author: Ismaël Compaoré, DroitLibreTV; University Joseph Ki-Zerbo of Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso & Heidi 

Bojsen, Roskilde University, Denmark.E-mail: elamsi25@yahoo.fr and hbojsen@ruc.dk 

mailto:sten.hagberg@antro.uu.se
mailto:sten.hagberg@antro.uu.se
mailto:elamsi25@yahoo.fr
mailto:hbojsen@ruc.dk


42 
 

This paper discusses two levels of what we may call ñpractices of security from belowò. The first level concerns the 

practices of the Burkinabè self-defence groups, les Koglweogo, in Burkina Faso who have taken increasing 

responsability and power in local security practices during the last years of the regime of Blaise Compaoré and 

particularly since his fall from power in 2014. Our knowledge on this matter derives not only from published research 

and news clips on the matter, but mostly on the extensive documentary work carried out by Ismaël Compaoré (co-

author of this paper) and his colleague, Luc Damiba when doing the footage for and producing Koglweogo 

Land(LibreDroitTV, 2017). The second part of the paper will discuss the function of the documentary work and the 

documentary itself as they emerged from the growing dialogue between the Koglweogo and the documentarists. 

Within a few months, urban-based institutions of formal security as well as activist groups, the media and others 

sought out the documentarists in order to get more nuanced information about the Koglweogo, just like the latter 

sought them out to understand the urban cosmologies. Inspired by Hagberg et al. on perceptions of security in 

Mali, we wish to share our thoughts and receive input from the public, not only on Compaor® and Damibaôs 

documentary work, but also on the methodology and positioning of documentarists. The two levels are combined 

as we, following Hagberg et al. (2017), would like to discuss the documentarist as a co-producer of what the signs 

ñsecurityò or ñKoglweogoò get to mean in public and political discourses in Burkina Faso. The positioning of the 

Koglweogo as ñinterlocutor-informantsò (Bojsen 2015) within and outside of the documentary may challenge our 

received ideas about whose public and political discourse are ñbelowò or not so ñbelowò after all. 

Works cited in abstract: 

Bojsen, Heidi (2015) ñWho decides What to Develop and How?ò in Fred Dervin and Karen Risager 

(eds.) Researching Identity and Interculturality, pp. 169-189. London: Routledge. 

Compaoré, Ismaël and Luc Damiba (2017). Koglweogo Land (Documentary) DroitLibreTV. 

Hagberg, Sten Yaouaga Félix Koné, Bintou Koné, Aboubacar Diallo and Issiaka Kansaye (2017). Vers une sécurité 

par le bas ? Étude sur les perceptions et les expériences des défis de sécurité dans deux communes maliennes. 

Uppsala: Uppsala Papers in Africa Studies. 

3. Hunters, a Soldier, Civil Society, and the State: Mimesis and the Modernity 

of Power in Contemporary C¹te dôIvoire 

Author: Joseph Hellweg, Department of Religion, Florida State University, USA.E-mail: jhellweg@fsu.edu 

In his book, Making War in C¹te dôIvoire (2011), Mike McGovern argues that rebels and state soldiers played at 

combat during the Ivoirian rebellion from 2002 to 2007 and battle for Abidjan in early 2011. Sasha Newell has 

similarly argued in The Modernity Bluff (2012) that Ivoirian national culture centers on concerns about the 

authenticity of consumer goods that feature in popular practices of conspicuous consumption. In each case, things 

are not what they seem in a play of appearances designed to con adversaries into thinking that more lies below 

the surface. Armed attacks never went toofar, and Ivoirian youth wear jeans that look like designer brands but are 

in fact counterfeits. Such mimesis aims not to simulate other realities but to assert the imitations as real. This paper 

explores the contrasting mimetic practices of former Ivorian warlord and dozo hunter Zakaria Koné. He began his 

career as an Ivoirian soldier, then helped lead the rebellion, and, since the end of the conflict, has held several 

state appointments, even negotiating with former dozo rebels who tarnished the new regimeôs reputation due to 

allegations of war crimes against them. Koné has successfully straddled the boundary between civil society and 

the state as dozo-rebel and military official, respectively, to scale the heights of power. Contrary to the notion that 

nothing lies beneath the appearance of such mimesis, however, there are real war crimes to be adjudicated 

and real attempts to marginalize former rebels by the new regime. Kon®ôs dramaturgy therefore offers different 

insights into the exercise of power in C¹te dôIvoire than McGovernôs or Newellôs analyses. His version of doublingð

as ñmodernò soldier and ñtraditionalò hunter, ñlegitimateò bureaucrat and ñillegitimateò rebelðreveals a play of 

doubled realities at the heart of negotiations over security and power in contemporary C¹te dôIvoire. 

4. Lynching and Solidarity reconsidered: the effects of crimes in under policed 

urban settlements in Nigeria 

Author: Dany Franck A. Tiwa, University of Hamburg, Germany; University of Kent, UK; University of Utrecht, the 

Netherlands.E-mail: dfat2@kent.ac.uk 

Criminological theorists have overwhelmingly concentrated on why people commit crime; in addition, attention has 

been called to its economic impact. But is that all the problem with crime? This presentation seeks to explore the 

often-overlooked effects of crime on the social bond. Concretely, it asks the following question: what happens in a 

community (neighborhood, clan, village, etc.) when most crimes committed are not investigated, and, when they 

are, yield no or non-satisfactory conclusions? Based on fieldwork researches carried out in populous 

neighborhoods of Lagos, Nigeria, from October 2017 to March 2018, I argue that scores of non-investigated crimes 
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often set in motion intra group suspicions and accusations that may precipitate embattled communities further into 

crisis. In addition, the presentation contends that such reactions have many consequences, including communities-

backed lynching of suspected offenders. Complementing Durkheimôs insights that collective punishment aims at 

reaffirming shared norms, the paper further suggests that it also offers many the opportunity to publicly and 

unequivocally demonstrate their innocence with respect to previously-committed crimes 

5. Local security initiatives and the fight against terrorism on the shores of 

Lake Chad: stakes and challenges 

Author: Aimé Raoul Sumo Tayo, Department of History, University of Yaoundé I, Cameroon. 

E-mail: raoulsumo2003@yahoo.fr 

Since the early 2000s, nations of the Lake Chad Basin are facing an insurgency perpetrated by Boko Haram; 

world's deadliest movement according to the Global Terrorist Index 2015 of the Institute for Economy and Peace. 

The management of this security issue by the states of the sub region has largely been militarize.  Although the 

soldiers are on the front lines of the counter-insurgency, the various States have mobilized the self-defense groups, 

called Dan Banga (Niger), Civilian Joint Task Force (Nigeria) or "Vigilance Committees" (Cameroon), as the case 

may be, in order to strengthen their respective defenses. Since the systematization of Boko Haram's use of 

improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and suicide bombings, their role has increased to the point where it can be 

said, without exaggeration that these local security initiatives are at the heart of the anti-terrorist strategy of the 

States concerned, as they play an important role in the register of securing spaces and populations. The present 

contribution addresses the issue of the local security initiatives in terms of their usefulness in the fight against Boko 

Haram. It gives an account of this dynamism and opens a comparative perspective which would make it possible 

to perceive the similarities between these initiatives in the different states of the sub-region. More importantly, it 

questions, in a sociological-historical approach, the rationality of the measure involving those groups in the fight 

against Boko Haram. What are the issues and modalities for their involvement? Does this option stem from the 

shortcomings of the security forces or is it part of the co-production logic of security? Is this option sufficiently 

framed? Does it involve risks? This work combines two empirical approaches: direct observation of the facts and 

a survey based on interviews during research trips in the shores of Lake Chad. It is also based on security archives 

and secondary sources. The constructivist approach to this work is influenced by paradigms such as Clifford 

Shearing's Vaccum Theory, Game Theory, and John Rawls' hypothetical contractualism. It is also inspired by the 

writings of Marc Antoine Perouse de Montclos on the reconfiguration of the monopoly on legitimate violence in 

Black Africa and those of Molly Dunningan on the impact of the Private Security Companies intervention in case of 

co-deployment or in case of substitution to a regular army. This paper envisages the use of these private security 

initiatives both as a response to the vacuum and as a co-production initiative of security. In a context of deregulation 

of the war and  incapacity of the classic declensions of the power, local security initiatives is part of this process of 

successful rehabilitation of old mechanisms for securing spaces around Lake Chad. This paper shows that even if 

the use of local security initiatives is risky, rejecting this option would entail even greater risk. 

6. Informal gold mining and organised self-defence system 

Author: SidyLamine Bagayoko & Ousmane Coulibaly, Institut des sciences humaines de Bamako, Mali.E-

mail: sidylamine01@gmail.com 

This paper explores the management and social organisation of the informal gold mine of Kemogola located in the 

rural municipality of Syentoula, district of Bougouni, southern Mali. We explain how the gold mine association 

members, the so-called tomboloma and donso or traditional hunters, are organised in order to run the mine site 

and its activities. Indeed, the hunters or donso represent a self-organised kind of police, being in charge of mine 

security. The hunters work closely with the tomboloma. Together they implement their own rules of conduct and 

norms related to the safety and general well-being of the mining community. We also show the relationships 

between tomboloma and donso with gold washers, political and administrative authorities, represented by the 

nearest city council and traditional authorities or landowners, in order to demonstrate situations in which the various 

actors play their roles according to the arena of social intervention.  The mining site of Kemogola is managed by 

different groups of persons and security is assured by the donso under the authority of the tomboloma. To 

investigate this case of security from below, we carried out three monthsô field work. Through in situ observation 

with the extensive use of video recording, we gathered empirical data that reflects the daily lives and realities of 

the informal gold miners. 

7. Everyday security perception and practices in post-amnesty Niger Delta, 

Nigeria 

Author: Harrison C. Ajebon, School of Government and International Affairs, Durham University, Durham, United 

Kingdom.E-mail: harrison.c.ajebon@durham.ac.uk 
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The Niger Delta region of Nigeria has witnessed protracted oil related crisis in the last three decades with grave 

consequences for the security of the region, the state and its oil interests. Several attempts by the Nigerian 

government to resolve the rising insecurity culminated in the proclamation of amnesty to the warring militant groups 

in 2009, which led to relative peace. However, questions remain about the security contradictions despite the 

Presidential Amnesty Programme (PAP) and what implication that might have for lasting peace in the region. This 

paper therefore examines the conflict dynamics in post-amnesty Niger Delta from the praxis of everyday security 

perception and practices of the Niger Delta people. It interrogates what security means for the Niger Delta people 

and the ways in which they experience (in) security in their daily life. Based on empirical evidence from a qualitative 

field research, this paper argues that people perceive and experience security in different ways and that the 

governmentôs focus on the presidential amnesty programme (a top-bottom approach) to peacebuilding in the region 

is unsustainable without local determinants of the peace process. It concludes that beyond the amnesty 

programme, the government should rethink the divergence in security perspective and consider what matters for 

the everyday security of the people as a means for conflict resolution. 

 

 

Panel 21 

Conceptualizing Youth Mobility 
Panel organisers: Kajsa Hallberg Adu, Ashesi University College, Ghana and Michael Boampong, Birkbeck, 

University of London.E-mail: khadu@ashesi.edu.gh 

This panel aims to advance conceptual understanding of African youthôs mobilities and what shapes their mobilities 

and the outcomes of mobilites for young people. Recent empirical research in Africa has reported of intra-migration 

dynamics amid restrictions on how people move freely within the continent and across to other continents. 

Meanwhile, young people continue to face political-economic constraints as well as growing expectations on what 

it means to be a young person who transitions successfully into adulthood. Mobilities play a key role in shaping 

young peopleôs access to opportunities e.g. jobs and education, however both student and youth mobilities are 

underreseached. 

For this panel we will discuss young peopleôs mobilities from different disciplinary perspectives that lend insights 

for theorisation. The session will bring together new empirical and conceptual papers on the following thematic 

issues: 

First, we invite submissions of research papers ï including qualitative, quantitative and multi-methods projects - 

evidencing experiences of young peopleôs mobilities in relation to changing political, social and economic factors. 

We will be interested in sharing insights from geographically-differentiated case studies as well as the intersections 

between local/international, identity/family conditions, transnational/neoliberal regimes as well as wider 

spatial/social inequalities. 

Second, we invite papers which provide new conceptual and methodological reflections. We particularly seek 

papers with innovative ways of theorizing and researching mobilities as well as conversations on the constraints or 

opportunities of certain methods or approaches across different contexts. 

The role of young people in Africa cannot be underestimated as it is the most youthful continent. However, what is 

the role of youth in African mobilities? This panel discusses a wide variety of youth mobility experiences with a 

focus on concepts and theorization. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 21 

1. Individualism and Family: Ghanaian students discuss migration 

Author: Kajsa Hallberg Adu, Ashesi University College, Ghana.E-mail: khadu@ashesi.edu.gh 

In the migration literature the role of individual and family has been debated, and especially for the African continent, 

the migration decision has often been captured as a family resolution (Abdul-Korah 2011; Coe, 2011; Cadwell, 

1965; Mazzucato 2008). However while youth migration, in general, might be impacted by family pressures, I argue 

that a university student is conceptually different with individual agency and better opportunities at home. 

This study is based on interviews with 11 purposively sampled university students in Ghana and finds that while 

families often, but not always, weigh in and may support education and travel, the migration decision is heavily 

resting on individual agency as well as information from friends abroad. Contrariwise, many students discuss future 
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return to Ghana based on family ties and creating opportunities for others at home, pointing to families indeed 

impacting mobility for university students, but in terms of return migration. 

2. óBecoming somebodyô: Youth transitions through education and migration 

and the role of transnational family habitus 

Author: Michael Boampong, Birkbeck, University of London, UK.E-mail: mboamp01@mail.bbk.ac.uk 

Evidence from research with children and parents, often emphasises young peopleôs desires to óbecome someoneô. 

However, a number of political-economic conditions including social and economic inequalities shape young 

peopleôs desires and expectations within austerity and neoliberal contexts. In this paper, I will draw on data from a 

multi-sited ethnographic research with young migrants and non-migrants to explore the relationship between 

migration and educational aspirations within changing economic conditions of austerity and neoliberalism in 

the Ghana-UK transnational social field. In addition to providing evidence on how young people connect education 

and migration to the process of becoming someone, I will explain the role of ótransnational family habitusô achieving 

the social position of ósomebodyô as well as the diverse patterns of internal and international mobilities and social 

practices undertaken. 

3. Return migration of young Dutch-Ghanaian professionals from the 

Netherlands to Ghana 

Author: Josie Post, Leiden University, the Neatherlands. E-mail: josiepost@hotmail.com 

This study was aimed at examining the phenomenon and dynamics of return migration of young high skilled Dutch-

Ghanaians to Ghana, to identify social and contextual factors which influence decisions to return. Data for this 

study was based on primary data, obtained from in-depth interviews with 8 purposively selected respondents in 

Ghana and the Netherlands, and secondary data obtained from books and electronic articles. This study looks into 

three stages of the respondentsô move to Ghana, from their initial wish to move and their experiences in the process 

to their perceptions of the future.It was discovered that respondents see an increasing interest among young Dutch-

Ghanaian professionals in the Netherlands to move to Ghana. Motivations for decisions to move however are in a 

state of flux. It was discovered that there is no uni-directional flow in the migration pattern of young Dutch-

Ghanaians, as Ghana is not necessarily perceived as their final destination for a permanent stay. Most of the 

interviewed young professionals continue to look for opportunities elsewhere, back in Europe but also in other 

African countries, as experiences in Ghana are shaping their perceptions and expectations regarding new 

destinations. These outcomes raise some implications on transnationalism and mixed migration. 

4. Journey toward Social Mobility: Case of Migration and its Success in Kenya-

Uganda Borderlands in 1960s-70s 

Author: Soichiro Shiraishi, Hirosaki University, Japan. E-mail: slystonester@gmail.com 

In this paper, we discuss the social process of making aspiration for social mobility by intra-familial relationships 

as well as public education in Eastern Africa in 1960s-70s. Based on a life document of a migrant in Kenya-Uganda 

borderland, I describe (1) his intra-familial relationships during his boyhood and (2) the process through which 

public education nurtured his aspiration to social mobility. Classical social anthropology has achieved descriptions 

of traditional families focused on and emphasising the functions of production (agricultural production, for example) 

and reproduction (marriage and inheritance of family property, for example). Thus, how individuals experience 

his/her life in such families, which includes their emotional experience, has not been clarified. That is particularly 

important when attempting to understand conflict within a society during a transitional period. Regarding this point, 

research on the autobiographic manuscript written by the subject includes abundant material that should be 

studied. Mr. Rugut, the migrant, grew up in a village on Mt. Elgon. Followed his elder cousin brothers, he joined a 

primary school, though schooling was intermittent. He drifted from his mothers relativesô place to place when he 

was still a boy because his parents are not in good terms. After parentsô terms improved, he grew his eagerness 

to schooling until he got tired about national exam procedure in Uganda. He got chance to migrate to Western 

Kenya when he was 20 years old, then he proceeded TTC via Secondary school in there. To focus the point (1) 

and (2) above, we can explore how a person gets aspiration of social mobility in the spread period of public 

education. The aim of this paper is to portray, at a more concrete level, the tense relationships these aspirations 

cause within families and how such adolescent who aggressively strive for educational opportunities overcome this 

tension. 

5. óAligning different worldsô Transnational entrepreneurship by young 

Ghanaian return migrants 

Author: Amanda Haarman, Copenhagen Business School, Denmark.E-mail: amha.smg@cbs.dk 
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This paper is set against the background of the contemporary return migration of young Africans in the Diaspora. 

Booming African economies and a mix of patriotism and nostalgia have encouraged them to move back since the 

early 2000ôs (Wong 2014). Unlike previous generations, who were engaged in post-colonial nation building through 

the public sector, this new generation returns with an entrepreneurial spirit and a belief in the private sector as the 

way forward for their countries (Avle 2014). 

The paper seeks to advance our understanding of the outcomes of migration and mobility for young African 

returnees. It examines their entrepreneurial practices to understand how the migration experience and the resulting 

transnational affinity and affiliation shapes business opportunities. Employing Bourdieuôs theory of practice (1977) 

and his key concept of habitus, the paper presents a unique inquiry into how returnee identities, networks, and 

practices are tied to multiple locations (Sinatti 2011) and how this potentially offers a commercial advantage (Drori, 

Honig, and Wright 2009). 

This is explored through a qualitative case study of Ghanaian returnees in their late 20s and early 30s who operate 

an enterprise in the creative industry in Accra or Kumasi. The findings demonstrate that living abroad from a young 

age and being exposed to different cultures, people, and mentalities, allows the emergence of a transnational 

habitus(Nedelcu 2012, 1346). This transnational habitus implies changed identities and perspectives (e.g. óthird 

country kidsô, ócitizens of the worldô) that have enabling and constraining effects on running their businesses in 

Ghana. Their stories disclose how they thrive in the international sphere, but struggle on local grounds. It illuminates 

how belonging to different worlds creates entrepreneurial opportunities, yet complicates doing business locally. 

The paper thereby offers a unique insight into a vibrant and emerging community of transnational returnee 

entrepreneurs in an African context. 

 

 

Panel 22 

The gendered dynamics of mobility and migration 
Panel organiser: Mathabo Khau, Nelson Mandela University, South Africa. 

E-mail: Mathabo.khau@mandela.ac.za 

Mobility and cosmopolitanism are at the heart of social processes that shape the outlooks and activities of people 

in all walks of life. Cosmopolitan politics explore the conditions of a citizenship without borders, balancing universal 

citizenship against citizenship confined within national states; scrutinizing the relationship between national 

governments and international governance bodies such as the United Nations or the European Union. It raises 

debates concerning nationalism, ethnicity, gender inequality, migration, diaspora identities and xenophobia among 

others. In light of rising concerns over irregular migration from Africa towards the global North, the movement of 

people has been seen in a politically hostile manner. The unequal distribution of social mobility continues to raise 

concerns for many African women and children relating to their economic and political prospects. The question that 

remains therefore is how migrants, in particular those from underprivileged regions, can claim rights in the 

globalized world. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 22 
1. Transnational Politics of Becoming and Being a Mother: Narratives of 

African Women in the Diaspora 

Author: Kezia Batisai, Department of Sociology, University of Johannesburg, South Africa. 

E-mail: keziab@uj.ac.za 

Scholarly evidence reveals that globalization has been characterized by increased movement of people, goods, 

services, technology and capital across the global. These global processes have produced labour markets and 

forms of gendered work that have resulted in the migration of women predominantly from the Global South to the 

Global North; and the less profiled movement of women between Global South countries. While some scholars on 

one hand have mainly focused on transnational migration and the gendered (mothering) experiences of non-

citizens of the recipient countries in the global North, others have captured the impact of such on children left in 

the global South. Combined, these scholars have explored questions of gender and transnational mothering with 

a particular bias towards migrant Asian women in the North. Broadening the scope of transnational motherhood 

beyond the transfer of care and the global North-Asian bias, this article listens to stories of how African women 

have experienced and negotiated their gynaecological and maternal bodies in the process of becoming and being 
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mothers in the diaspora. The process of becoming a mother for African migrant women includes the politics of 

sexual health and reproductive rights issues, and access to healthcare and gynaecological services in the absence 

of private medical cover and legal immigration documentation. On the other hand, the realities of being a mother 

encompass maternal care issues in the absence of family support structures. The article theorises that when 

juxtaposed with experiences of citizens of the host country/countries, narratives of becoming and being a mother 

in a foreign space tell a particularly interesting story about the politics of motherhood or maternality; and what it 

means to be an African woman in the diaspora. These experiences are often trivialized by mainstream discourses 

because they are framed as part of womenôs reproductive life not worth of scholarly attention. 

Keywords: African women, sexual and reproductive rights, healthcare, maternality, diaspora 

2. Homing the Unhomed: Representations of Female Migrants in Selected 

Post-2000 Zimbabwean Novels 

Author: Isaac Ndlovu, University of Venda, South Africa. E-mail: isaac.ndlovu@univen.ac.za 

Keywords: Crisis, female migrants, narratives, refuges, representation, subjugated knowledges Zimbabwe. 

The ongoing and now almost two decades long economic and political crisis in Zimbabwe has seen millions of that 

countryôs citizens becoming refuges and migrants in many foreign lands. The experiences of these refuges and 

migrants has been fictionalized by a number of Zimbabwean writers, most of whom are migrants themselves. The 

main characters of these narratives, who are largely male, have received considerable literary attention and their 

deracinated migrant experience has been highlighted. This paper enters this debate by way of the female 

characters of selected narratives, especially the representation of minor ones whose migrant experiences have 

either received inadequate literary scrutiny or have been completely ignored. My study represents attempts at 

foregrounding less hegemonic representations of the migrant experience. Female figures would be drawn from 

Brian Chikwavaôs Harare North (2009), Petina Gappahôs selected stories from the anthology Elegy for 

Easterly (2009), NoViolet Bulawayoôs We Need New Names (2014) and Tendai Huchuôs The Maestro, the 

Magistrate and the Mathematician (2014) to argue that focusing on the representation of migrant female characters, 

particularly the minor ones, allows for the surfacing of what Foucault calls subjugated knowledges. While Foucault 

was neither discussing literary texts nor engaged in a feminist project, his definition of subjugated knowledges as 

ña whole set of knowledges that are either hidden behind more dominant knowledges but can be revealed by 

critique or have been explicitly disqualified as inadequate to their task or insufficiently elaboratedò, makes its 

appropriation for this project very compelling. 

 3. Gendered engagement as theological praxis: On the refugee phenomenon, 

transformational development, and maternal health in the practice of Theology 

and Development 

Author: Barnabé Anzuruni Msabah, University of Stellenbosch, South Africa and Pan Africa Christian University, 

Kenya.E-mail: Anzuruni.Msabah@pacuniversity.ac.ke 

In Africa, refugee women always come across unthinkable challenges during their flight and in their hosting 

countries. Some of the challenges facing them in the hosting countries include unemployment, unfair treatment, 

attitudinal demeanours, and various other predictable or unpredictable chauvinisms. These challenges constitute 

a complicated addition to the existing health issues that women naturally go through. This is why integrating the 

gender discourse into the dynamics of the refugee phenomenon is fundamental to considering the status of women 

in various contexts of the society. In this regard, refugee women have difficulty in accessing health facilities in their 

hosting countries and therefore maternal health presents a great challenge. As a result, maternal health can be 

said to be a sustainable development issue that affects refugee women in Africa as they often die of preventable 

and treatable complications during pregnancy or childbirth. This paper therefore takes an interdisciplinary approach 

to gender, health and theology. It explores the role of the church in promoting maternal health towards achieving 

sustainable development goals (SDGs). The paper is based on a recently conducted study focusing on the health 

and wellbeing of refugee migrants in South Africa. The data for the study was conducted qualitatively through semi-

structured one-on-one interviews and focus groups with key informants from the refugee community in Cape Town. 

The study focused on the fact that refugees in Cape Town have gone through painful experiences that have led to 

extremely traumatising cases with long-term effects on their health. The findings of the study indicated that the 

churchôs mandate is to advocate for the transformational development of those whose hope is in short supply 

including refugee women. Thus, the church needs to reflect and act on the maternal health of refugee women, 

which is a gendered engagement of theological praxis. 

Key words: maternal health, refugee phenomenon, theological praxis, transformational development, gendered 

engagement 
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4. What does it mean to be an African man/woman in diaspora? 

Authors: Hilda Härgestam Strandberg, Independent researcher in Medical Humanities and African Literature & 

Anne Ouma, Researcher and Development Advisor, Social and Economic Geography. 

E-mail: hildahstrandberg@gmail.com and anneouma77@gmail.com 

Broad scholarship examines the ´double marginalization´ of subjects and spaces that is characteristic of 

dominant accounts of globalization. This scholarship argues that: 

Women are side lined, as is gender analysis more broadly, and southern countries are positioned as the 

feminized other to advanced economies (Nagar et al.2002:266). 

Empirical evidence abounds that highlights the experiences of women and marginalized societies of neoliberal 

processes and reconfigurations of national economies, including coping strategies they have adopted including 

(migration and mobility) to cope with these changes ( Cupples 2005, Davies et al.2005, Acker 2004).Feminist 

scholars discuss the gendered organisation of social life, which helps and perpetuates the reproduction of 

different and unequal lives for women and men; While  class, race and ethnicity are important aspects that 

reinforce inequalities, in a time of increased migration and mobility and women living in the Diaspora. 

A woman in the Diaspora navigates between at least two worldviews simultaneously. On course are encounters 

of a paradigm which she engages in; Is subjugated by; In a consistent and continuum; In overt or covert form; 

With diverse dimensions of ethnocentric Hegemony (as discussed in various readings).  An alternative worldview 

counts but not, while dictates of suspicion, fear of the unknown and power dynamics, downplay the structural 

hierarchical institutional discriminatory approaches that are the order of the day. Odore (2002) discusses 

cosmological knowledge of women that, constitutes phenomena that cannot be measured through various 

scientific methods as often undermined. 

Questions regarding the value of these knowledge(s) come to the fore in transcultural encounters between 

different understandings/experiences of female circumcision, often referred to as female genital mutilation (FGM). 

This paper engages with how some African womenôs knowledge(s) of female circumcision/female genital cutting 

manifest in a Swedish context, focusing on guidelines, recommendations and educational material produced by 

The National Board of Health and Welfare ï Socialstyrelsen. What is implied in the consistent call for ñmore 

knowledgeò regarding medical care, health care encounters and preventive work? Where is such expertise to be 

found? What discursive space is allowed for voices outside of the dominant discourse, in both a geopolitical and 

epistemological sense? 

The paper presents a critical assessment of the discursive practices, with the question of how to make space for 

other voices, perspectives and narratives. What is the significance of ñepistemological humilityò (Applebaum 

1996) in the construction and dissemination of FGC knowledge(s) in a Swedish context? How may cases of 

successful discourses and eradication of FGC practices within African contexts (e.g Senegal and Kenya) 

challenge and inspire? What role may be played by Swedish-African women well experienced in both 

paradigms? 

Key Words: Diaspora, Hegemony, Inequality, Knowledge, Female Circumcision 

5. Re-contextualising the Other in African Mobility Narratives: A Study of 

Chimamanda Adichie's The Thing Around Your Neck 

Author: Monica Udoette, Department of English, Akwa Ibom State University, Nigeria. 

E-mail: monicaudoette@aksu.edu.ng; msudoette@gmail.com 

Globalization has opened up contemporary societies to promote social mobility and create room for cultural 

affiliation. African mobility narratives therefore, presuppose narratives chronicling the social and migrant 

experiences of Africans in the global north. This paper examines mobility and its effects on cultural affiliation using 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichieôs collection of short stories The Thing Around your Neck. The select stories ñOn 

Monday of Last Weekò, ñThe Thing Around Your Neckò and ñThe Arrangers of Marriageò offer insight to the 

innumerable disappointments that trail characters expectations as migrants in America, the choices made, and the 

impact of failed expectations. The collection accentuates the contrast of crudites and curiosities among countries 

and repeatedly brings up the significance of the politics of dislocation. Our argument is that the problems 

engendered by migration are both real and unreal and that the struggle for the retention of cultural and national 

affinities is both wise and unwise. We conclude that the ñOtherò emerges in characters personal development and 

the re-shaping of their perception of America and their relationships. 

Key words: Globalization, African Mobility, Politics of Dislocation, Migration, Other 
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Panel 23 

Gendered Mobilities in Science Technology and Innovation 

in Africa 
Panel organiser: Rufai Haruna Kilu, The Research and Consultancy Centre, University of Professional Studies, 

Accra, Ghana. E-mail: haruna.rufai@upsamail.edu.gh 

There are rising global concerns over dominant masculinity cultures in the fields of Science Technology and 

Innovation (STI). The case of Africa is worse, characterized with problematic developmental limitations. The 

unequal distribution of men and women in STI equally raise concerns relating to gender inequalities, inclusion, 

diversity, sustainability, competitiveness and further questions the social innovative prospects for the African 

continent. These differential representations of gender in STI combine and overlap in significant ways that are often 

neglected in public debates and policy initiatives. However, since 1990s, Africa has witnessed significant 

transformations in STI in many sectors; from agro processing to education, governance to gender, and technology 

to innovation with ICT shaping lifestyles, lifting millions from poverty, providing alternative and sustainable sources 

of income and stretching the reach of quality life to rural and remote areas. Interestingly many women have been 

at the forefront in creating, innovating, improving and transforming lives through deployment of appropriate 

technological tools. Take the following examples: Akaliza Keza Gara from Rwanda, now a member of the 4Afrika 

advisory council for Microsoft; also, the óShe Leads Africaô initiative is empowering young women to excel in 

business; further, the óUshahidiô invention, is a crisis-mapping tool, co-created out of two Kenyan womenôs digital 

exploits, catering for vulnerable communities. Similarly a young Cameroonian woman entrepreneur co-founded the 

óGifted Momô mobile health platform that uses low-cost technology to help mothers and pregnant women access 

medical advice in remote and rural communities. Then the case of three women miners in Ghana listed among the 

global 100 most inspirational women miners in 2016. There may be several of these womenôs creative works 

unnoticed across the African continent. In view of this, this panel invites papers with narrative accounts that unveil 

and illuminate inventions and technological breakthroughs by women that are reshaping the African continent. The 

outcome of which is to document and augment frontiers of scientific knowledge in that field of study. Papers are 

expected to be cutting edge, empirically explicit and theoretically engaging on analysis of gender patterns and 

gains made by women in both private and public sectors relating to STI in the African context. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 23 
1. Gendered Innovations and Digitized Revolution in Africa 

Author: Rufai Haruna Kilu, Faculty of Management Studies, Department of Business Administration/Research 

Centre, University of Professional Studies, Accra, Ghana. E-mail: rufai.haruna@upsamail.edu.gh 

Globally, successes have ben chalked over the years among men and women in Science, Technology and 

Innovation (STI). The case of Africa is not different, where technology and digitized revolution is opening doors for 

home grown solutions to local problems. Adopting a qualitative approach and desk review of documentary series, 

the results showed an emerging generation of African women in STI. The result also shows how African scientists 

and innovators are fast trucking the faith of the continent, a true continental shift of a sort. Where in some parts of 

the continent, plastic waste generated is being used by the ówaste queensô and others to design computers. The 

results equally explore technological applications designed and used to detect counterfeit drugs at various 

pharmacy shops in Ghana. The results further showcased the mobile phone technology breakthroughs such as 

the solar powered mobile phone charging system, the ihub and mobile phone money transfer revolutions, 

transforming lives of people across the continent. The ócrowd farming revolutionô and the óIcowô technologies 

designed and providing body of useful information on food security and general transformations in Africaôs 

agriculture. Though Africa may have missed out in the then industrial revolution, these emerging cultures of 

applying uniquely African and home grown ways to solve local business problems, suggest men and women from 

the continent are no longer ready to miss out in the current technological and digitized revolution.  The paper hereby 

recommends a gendered democratization of the fields of Science, Technology and Innovation in the continent to 

open the participatory space for gender equality, diversity and inclusion. 

Keywords: gendered innovations, digitized revolution, unequal participation, waste queens and food security 

2. Market Women and Innovative Partnerships for Public Information: 

Exploration of the Market Information System at Madina Market, Accra, Ghana 
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Authors: Benedicta Quao, Faculty of Management Studies, Department of Business Administration/Research and 

Consultancy Centre, University of Professional Studies, Accra, Ghana & Rebecca Baah-Ofori, Faculty of 

Information Technology and Communication Studies, Department of Public Relations, University of Professional 

Studies, Accra, Ghana. E-mail: benedicta.quao@upsamail.edu.gh and Rebecca.baah-ofori@upsmail.edu.gh 

Public information is key to achieving desired socioeconomic development across the globe and the situation is no 

different in Africa. Governments all over Africa have tried to create an enabling environment for citizens to gain 

access to needed information for national development. In Ghana, following the liberalisation of the airwaves in the 

early 1990s, government paved way for more commercial media houses to reach out to large segments of the 

population without formal education. Consequently, media houses have sought to reach masses with the use of 

local Ghanaian languages and phone-in segments to encourage grass root participation in national discourses. 

Development communicators have for years advocated a need for developing countries to adopt more 

participatory, bottom-up means of communication to reach larger portions of the population who remain largely 

without formal education. One group of people who tend not to have access to pertinent information that could 

improve their wellbeing are market women in Ghana. At the Madina market, this hurdle is being overcome with 

basic technology. Through a partnership between the local district assembly and the market women, an innovative 

market information system has been created, with the intent of informing the market women within reach of the 

market, with up to date information on pertinent issues. Deploying a qualitative approach, this study explores the 

nature, uses and challenges encountered in the use of this information system, how it can be improved and 

exploited for public education and information purposes in an emerging economy like Ghana. 

Keywords: development communication, gender, grassroot partnerships, public information, emerging economy 

3. Innovative Technologies Shaping Lives of Men and Women in Nigeria 

Author: Adesuwa Omorede, School of Innovation, Design and Engineering, Research Profile in Innovation and 

Product Realization, Division of Innovation Management, Mälardalen University, Sweden.E-

mail: Adesuwa.omorede@mdh.se 

The global world over the years, witnessed significant transformations, where innovative technologies are shaping 

lifestyles, lifting millions from poverty, providing alternative and sustainable sources of income and stretching the 

reach of quality life to rural and remote areas. Africa is not an exception, and in this regard, Nigeria is witnessing a 

new page in its socioeconomic development, where the country is leveraging innovative technologies to unlock its 

technological potentials. Using desk and document reviews, coupled with online interviews with some young 

Nigerian innovators, the results showcase several Nigerian home-grown technology companies that have achieved 

global recognition. The companies include ccHub, Andela, PagaTech, BudgIT, Hotels.ng, Konga, Wakanow and 

MainOne among others as the countryôs success stories, making immense opportunities for technological growth 

and job creation. The paper further sees the Facebook founderôs visit to Nigeria as validation for betting big on the 

countries innovative technology industry. The paper however found that the scientific narrative on Nigeriaôs 

technology and innovative industry is under-appreciated across the world due to lack of information and support 

systems. This scientific contribution is a page turner to reposition Nigeriaôs innovative technological ecosystem on 

the global map. The paper hereby recommends a publicïprivate support to this young Nigeriaôs innovative 

technological ecosystem to accelerate the socioeconomic development of the country. 

Keywords: innovative technologies, life shaping, home-grown solutions, scientific narratives, public-private 

support. 

 

 

Panel 25 

Conflicts, Climate Change and Involuntary Mobility in 

Africa 
Panel organiser: Anthony Kola-Olusanya, Inter-Campus and Public Relations, Osun State University, Osogbo, 

Nigeria. E-mail: anthony.olusanya@uniosun.edu.ng 

The number of emigrants from sub-Saharan Africa is said to have grown by 50% or more between 2010 and 2017 

in contrast to the 17% worldwide average increase for the same period. Internally Displaced Persons in Africa due 

to conflicts increased from 10 million in 2009 to 12.4 million in 2015 and it is estimated that about one-third of 

refugees worldwide are African nationals most of whom live in Africa. The Conflicts, Climate Change and 

Involuntary Mobility in Africa Panel invite papers to analyze drivers of involuntary migration within and from 
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Africa.  The Panel welcomes presentations that interrogate assumptions on types, causes, purposes and/or effects 

of forced migration in Africa and encourages alternative narratives on characteristics and incidents of forced 

migration in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

The Panel will examine the respective linkages of climate change and conflicts with forced migration. Climate 

change is having an undeniable impact on the environment in Africa. Among the emerging triggers for conflicts 

and/or forced migration are increasingly unsuitable land for agriculture, drying up of lakes across the continent and 

acute water shortages in inland Africa. The Panel welcomes papers on the interplay between climate change and 

livelihood options and on the role of migration as a sustainable adaptation strategy for climate change. Armed 

conflict is widely acknowledged as a major cause of involuntary migration. The Panel invites presentations on the 

role of internal inequalities and/or international inequalities on forced migration in Africa and seeks contributions 

on the interface of natural resource exploitation, conflicts and involuntary migration within and out of Africa. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 25 

1. Paradox of Mobility of Persons in Sub-Saharan African Economies 

Authors: Bosede Akanbi, Department of Economics, College of Management and Social Sciences, Osun State 

University, Osogbo, Nigeria & Anthony Kola-Olusanya Department of Science, Technology, Mathematics and 

Education, Osun State University, Osogbo, Nigeria.E-mail: bosede.akanbi@uniosun.edu.ng 

Africa is rich in natural resources and history, though, distribution of its people and resources do not coincide. Until 

recently, much of the impetus from migration comes from efforts to match people with resources and the need for 

sustenance growth. Recently, refugees and other displaced persons make the headlines in sub-Saharan African 

countries. There are in fact far more important longer-term mobility trends, within and outside the region that have 

significant macroeconomic implications on the economies of the affected countries. Existing studies showed that 

the patterns of migration within African region and the rest of the world have risen faster in recent decades. While 

mobility outside the region is mainly driven by economic reasons, conflicts and natural disasters are important 

determinants of voluntary mobility. These two factors explain the flows of refugees and internally displaced persons 

within the regions, however, little or no evidence exit on the extent to which these have impacted the economies 

of the affected countries. Thus, this study is set to carry out an empirical analysis on the impact of involuntary 

mobility of persons on the economies of affected sub-Saharan African countries. The paper sourced for secondary 

data from the databases of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPS), United Nations Refugee Agency (UNCHR) and 

World Bank Development Indicators for six selected Sub-Saharan African economies to achieve the objectives of 

the study. The Levin, Lin, and Chu panel; Im, Pesaran, and Shin W-stat; ADF-Fisher Chi-square; and PP-Fisher 

Chi-square unit root tests were used to determine the stability of data before panel data analysis. In addition, 

Pedroni Cointegration analysis and Pooled Ordinary Least Square technique (POOLED OLS) were employed to 

examine the long run and causal relationship between voluntary and involuntary mobility of persons and the some 

macroeconomic variables in selected sub-Saharan African economies. The study showed that involuntary 

migration has had serious implication on the economies of the selected countries in terms of economic growth, 

poverty, government expenditure and unemployment. Appropriate recommendations were made. 

Keywords: Involuntary mobility, conflicts, natural disaster, sub-Saharan Africa, economic development 

2. Climate Change, Water Availability and Livelihood Diversity Of Arable Crop 

Farmers In Nigeria 

Authors: Kehinde, A. L., Alao, T. O., Busari, A. O., Department of Agricultural Economics and Extension, College 

of Agriculture, Ejigbo Campus, Osun State University, Nigeria & R. Oyaromade, Department of Economics, 

College of Management and Social Sciences, Okuku Campus, Osun State Univerity, Nigeria. 

E-mail: tjgreenk@yahoo.com; kehindeal@uniosun.edu.ng 

Nigerian agriculture is largely weather dependent and food production is substantially in the hands of peasant 

farmers. While resources to mitigate climate impact seem not to be available to African countries due to the scale 

of funds required. Studies have shown that the option of adaptation appears more appropriate at the farm level. Of 

the important variables responsible for climate change, temperature is not under the control of farmers while water 

availability can be responded to by providing alternative water sources to augment water from rains and survive 

water shortage. It could also be further infered that in the absence of resources to provide alternative water sources, 

farmers will be constrained to leave agriculture either wholly or partially for other livelihood activities to improve 

household income and welfare. It is in this light that this case study examines the interplay amongst climate change, 

water availability and livlihood options available to arable crop farmers in Nigeria. The study undertook a cross-

sectional survey of arable crop farmers in Nigeria. Of the three (3) broad agro - ecological zones namely; the 
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Northern Sudan savanna, Guinea Savanna and the Southern Rain Forest the sampling process involved an initial 

selection of 2 agroecological zones. Consequently, two (2) states Osun and Niger states were purposively selected 

from the the guinea savanna and the southern rain forest, respectively. The study utilized the multi-stage sampling 

method to select representative samples of two hundred (200) arable crop farmers from the 2 states making a total 

of 400 farmers. The field survey took place between December 2014 and Feburary 2015. Information was collected 

on farmersô socio-economic, environmental, economic, cultural, institutional and variables. The data were subjected 

to both descriptive and inferential analyses. The results so far show interesting relationships amongst the variable 

of interest. Relevant policy recommendations will be suggested. 

Keywords: Climate change, agriculture, farming households and cross-sectional survey. 

3. Involuntary mobility and access to land in Somalia: legal pluralism faces 

new challenges 

Author: Roberta De Simini, University of Florence, Italy.E-mail: roberta.desimini@gmail.com 

Since the end of Siad Barre regime, Somalia has witnessed massive forced migrations and a high degree of 

involuntary mobility, with almost 2 million people which are internally displaced and more than 800000 refugees in 

neighbouring countries. The main causes of human mobility in Somalia include both man-made conflicts, due to 

the ongoing civil war that has lasted over two decades, and natural disasters, worsened by the exacerbation of 

climatic conditions with severe droughts and flash floods. In this context, the presence of both returnees from 

neighbouring countries and IDPs has increased the competition for access to land and to key natural resources. 

The paper investigates the implications of forced migration and internal mobility in Somalia in terms of increasing 

conflicts over access to land and natural resources, in the perspective of the impact on the structure of the legal 

pluralism on which the Somali society is based. The study tries to highlight how the resolution of the conflicts linked 

to the appropriation of lands by warlords and/or businesspeople and those between IDPs, host communities and 

returnees claiming their lands puts indeed the traditional legal framework in a new context, with a pressure towards 

a revision of its main assumptions. 

Customary law, Shariah law and the formal legal system are once again called to interact in different forms to 

address conflicts, and it is important to understand the current forms of such interaction to avoid the increase of 

instability and tensions. 

4. The complex roles of natural resources in shaping flows of capital, goods, 

skills, labor and other migrants 

Author: Olugbemi Jaiyebo, Department of Business and Private Law, Osun State University, Ifetedo, Nigeria. E-

mail: ojaiyebo@gmail.com 

The frequency, sheer magnitude and cross-border implications of conflict-induced or forced migration make it 

topical. The total number of IDPs in Africa due to conflicts increased from 10 million in 2009 to 12.4 million in 2015 

and it is estimated that about one-third of refugees worldwide are African nationals, most of whom live in Africa. 

State fragility and governance failures, youth unemployment, pull and push factors, border issues, small arms 

proliferation and environmental issues are commonly identified causes of conflicts and forced migration on the 

continent. 

The Academy Awards nominated movie óBlood Diamondsô galvanized international attention to diamond as a 

funding mechanism for the wars in Sierra Leone, Liberia, Angola, Central African Republic and the Democratic 

Republic of Congo. It jump-started The Kimberly Process but shortly afterwards business resumed beneath global 

radars. In 2002 a UN Secretary-Generalôs Panel of Experts investigated the extent to which investment in the 

extractive industries fueled the DRC war and alleged that 85 companies (American, European and South African 

corporations) were involved in illegal business activities. In September 2003 the International Criminal Court 

Prosecutor announced that crimes taking place in the DRC would only stop when illegal business activities ceased. 

This paper identifies corporate activity in the extractive industry as a trigger of conflicts and argues that corporate 

interests in critical raw materials aggravate migration in Africa. It connects the outflow of critical raw materials, 

inflow of arms and ammunitions to the outflow of people from conflict zones. We examine The Kimberly Process, 

the EU Law on Responsible Mineral Sourcing, the US Dodd-Frank Act (Section 502) and conclude that prosecution 

of corporations for crimes against humanity is the most viable means of ending illegal trading of critical raw 

materials in conflict zones and of stemming the tides of this strand of conflict-induced migration in Africa. 

5. Climate Change as a Source of Conflict and Migration: The Case of 

Herdsmen-Farmers Conflict And its Effects On Interurban Migration In Nigeria 
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Author: Oyosoro Felix Idongesit, Department of International Relations/Peace Studies & Conflict Resolution, 

Obong University, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria. E-mail: oyosoro4u@gmail.com 

Climate change is hardly considered as one of the causal phenomenons of conflict in Nigeria. However, Violent 

conflicts between nomadic herders from northern Nigeria and sedentary agrarian communities in the northern, 

central and southern zones in the past 36 months has proven that alongside tribalism, religious intolerance, 

ressource control, land disputes and trade related disputes; climate change has become a major source of conflict 

and insecurity in Nigeria. This is due to the lack of internal mitigation and resilience policies (which have led to 

expansive desertification, drought and unchecked deforestation in Northern Nigeria) and external factors (the 

shrinking of the Lake Chad Basin). In consequence, about 10.5 million people have been displaced and the herders 

are forced to seek more grazing pastures southwards which in turn creates tensions, conflicts and its corollaries. 

This paper seeks to demonstrate that climate change induced-displacement is a determinant of conflict and a major 

treat to security in Nigeria and that such conflicts have become a yardstick for interurban migration in and without 

Nigeria. 

 

 

Panel 28 

Knowledge Production and Decolonization in African and 

Development Studies 
Panel organiser: Henning Melber, Nordic Africa Institute, Sweden and EADI. E-mail: henning.melber@nai.uu.se 

Global knowledge production is still characterized by asymmetries and non-reciprocal relations between the 

hegemonic global North and its eurocentrism since the era of enlightenment and the so-called global South. 

Institutions of higher learning as well as research reproduce to a large extent the perceptions and criteria for 

academic relevance and value as well as knowledge and its production shaped in this history. This is obviously so 

also the case in African and Development Studies, despite their focus mainly on Southern societies. Current efforts, 

i.a. by the European Association of Development Research and Training Institutes (EADI) seek to interrogate such 

practices and mindsets. 

This panel is linked to the EADI agenda. It engages with the definition of knowledge and the nature and role of 

research related activities reproducing paradigms and realities, thereby often at risk to reaffirm the reproduction of 

one-dimensional perspectives. It seeks to explore alternatives both for a re-assessment of knowledge and its 

production and dissemination, to counteract the long-established and internalized hegemonic power of definition 

by predominantly Northern agencies and scholars. It invites contributions engaging with challenges facing genuine 

research collaboration and knowledge production in a North-South interaction, mapping asymmetries generally 

and in African realities specifically. It also invites for thoughts on how these limitations might be reduced or 

eliminated in favour of a truly joint effort towards partnership and mutual respect and recognition as integral part of 

African Studies. Special attention should be given to the variety of views from within the African continent and 

African scholars elsewhere engaged in related debates. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 28 
1. Knowledge Production and Decolonization 

Author: Henning Melber, Nordic Africa Institute, University of Pretoria and University of the Free State. 

E-mail: henning.melber@nai.uu.se 

2. Reflecting the identity and future directions of Development Studies in 

Tanzania 

Authors: Rehema Kilonzo, Department of Development Studies, University of Dodoma, Tanzania & Tiina 

Kontinen, Department of Social Sciences and Philosophy, University of Jyväskylä, Finland & Colman Msoka, 

Institute of Development Studies, University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania & Ajali Nguyahambi, Department of 

Social Sciences and Philosophy, University of Jyväskylä, Finland. 

E-mail: kilonzo_rehema@yahoo.com; tiina.t.kontinen@jyu.fi; ctmsoka@gmail.com; ajalimu@yahoo.co.uk 

The paper is a product of long-term academic collaboration between Finnish and Tanzanian universities. It 

contributes to the ongoing debates over the identity of Development Studies (DS) in different contexts. In a 
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continuation of the historical overview of Tanzanian DS to be published in a volume edited by EADI in 2018, this 

paper scrutinizes the current identity struggles and potential future directions. The paper presents initial 

observations on individual interviews conducted with development studies staff from the University of Dodoma, 

University of Dar es Salaam, and Sokoine University of Agriculture in Morogoro in February-June 2018. In its history 

of over 40 years of teaching, DS has been rooted in most higher learning institutions as compulsory courses 

provided to all students. Recently, it has taken a turn and is also offered within the frameworks of independent BA 

and MA of Development Studies programmes. In addition to reviewing the arguments concerning the future 

direction and institutional arrangements in regard to teaching development studies, the paper seeks to articulate 

how theoretical and methodological orientations in Tanzanian DS speak to the changing global contexts and relate 

to the ongoing debates concerning multi-disciplinarity, inter-disciplinarity and the relationship with communities, 

policy makers and international development system. Finally, we reflect on the implications of the Tanzanian case, 

in which the identity of DS is embedded in the legacy of the post-colonial nation-building which was geared towards 

teaching rather than research, to the general discussion about decolonizing the knowledge production in DS.   

3. Mainstream economics in Africa - a (r)evolutionary appraisal 

Author: Deniz Kellecioglu, Macroeconomic Policy Division, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. E-mail: kellecioglu@un.org 

This paper is grounded in the ócolonialityô literature and critical appraisals of mainstream economics in order to 

contribute with a comprehensive analytical framework of the problems, attached with a solution-oriented agenda 

for action. This combination of both problem-determination and solution-orientation is here labelled ó(r)evolutionary 

appraisal.ô Ideally, this entails a mix of radical and progressive policy changes that are designed to context, 

optimally sequenced and dynamically enforced. The paper focuses mainly on the implications of the ethics 

embedded in this economics, arguing that it helps to entrench and exacerbate power imbalances in African 

societies. These ethical strands are subtle, under-studied, but embedded in policy, education, research and popular 

media, and help to shape minds and influence human behaviour into subjugation. They include individualism; 

egoism; competition, as well as ideological choices that favour capital over workers; corporations over states; all 

of which are combined with Eurocentric narratives that often reproduce prejudice, colour-coded racism and 

alienation. Altogether, three main mechanisms are at play: one in which subjugatory ethics is strengthened and 

nurtured; one in which emancipatory ethics is suppressed or appropriated away; and one in which access to power 

is directly related to the level of oneôs acceptance of subjugatory ethics. The resulting subordination makes it easier 

to sustain an economic system with widespread poverty and inequality, as well as a political system in which 

political power is increasingly equal to economic power. These processes form a power system that generates a 

vicious cycle of subjugatory and destructive imbalances, in which societies become ever-more authoritarian. In 

response to this bleak diagnosis, three broad processes are forwarded: dismantling the dominance of subjugatory 

institutions (both structural and ideational); establishing and nurturing emancipatory institutions; while ensuring that 

access to power and accountability increasingly corresponds to knowledge, ethics, and objectives that are people-

oriented, emancipatory and Pan-African. 

4. Epistemicide, Indigenous Languages and the Development Question in 

Africa 

Authors: Olamidotun C. Akinyede, the Department of Peace and Conflict Studies, Afe Babalola University, Ado-

Ekiti, Nigeria & Adeyemi J. Ademowo, department of sociology, Afe Babalola University, Ado-Ekiti, Nigeria. 

E-mail: akinyededotun01@gmail.com 

Despite years of agitations and continued struggle for quality living standard by Africans, and Pan-Africanists, Africa 

is still among the underdeveloped continents in the world. In this work, we examined the development question in 

Africa, with particular focus on the effects of colonial epistemicide and linguicide on African developmental 

philosophy, most especially how indigenous languages, as repository of indigenous knowledge, can be used as a 

catalyst. Our position here is that the continued neglect of indigenous languages as medium of everyday 

communication, in education, and their derision by the African elites in favour of the foreign languages, which is a 

product of colonial epistemicide, have deprived Africans of enjoying the benefits and contributions that indigenous 

languages can make to development. The authors posit that African scholars and African government officials must 

reconsider their attitude to indigenous languages if indeed they desire the much 'sought after' development, which 

can only be achieved when they address the entrenched epistemicide and utilize indigenous knowledge to the 

benefit of the continent. 

Keywords: Africa, Epistemicide, Indigenous languages, African Development 
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Panel 31 

African Migrants in Times of Crisis 
Panel organiser: Robtel Neajai Pailey, University of Oxford, UK.E-mail: robtel.pailey@qeh.ox.ac.uk 

What happens to African migrants if there is a major crisis in a regional host country, which may endanger them 

and force them to leave? In crisis situations, these migrants are likely to fall between two stools ï they are neither 

citizens who might get protection, nor, should they flee across borders, would they be eligible to receive 

protection as refugees. As migrants, they may face particular obstacles that make it harder for them to reach 

safety, such as language barriers, legal restrictions and discrimination. While origin states may have the 

responsibility to look after their nationals abroad, they may struggle to offer assistance ï especially in poorer 

regions of the continent. Whereas some migrants may opt to stay in a country affected by crisis for a variety of 

reasons, return of others may have challenging impacts on several levels ï on individual migrants and migrant 

family members who have to return relatively unprepared and need to rebuild their lives, on households that may 

have depended on migrant remittances to a significant extent for their livelihoods, and states, for whom return 

especially of significant numbers raises challenges in terms of reintegration and associated issues, at national, 

sub-national and local levels. At the same time, crisis may also come with opportunities and act as a catalyst for 

positive change. This panel will examine these and other questions and aims to contribute to the literature of 

crisis and migration, focusing on the meaning, assumptions about and consequences of crisis. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 31 
1. Migrants in Countries in Crisis: The Experiences of Ghanaian and Nigerian 

Migrants during the Libyan Crisis of 2011 

Author: Leander Kandilige, University of Ghana, Ghana and Hamidou Manou Nabara, ICMPD, Niger. 

E-mail: lkandilige@ug.edu.gh; leanderkandilige@gmail.com and hamidounabara@yahoo.fr 

Using the experiences of Ghanaian and Nigerien migrants who were implicated in the 2011 Libyan crisis as a case 

study, this paper highlights the importance of examining micro-level factors in explaining migration decision-making 

processes. It, therefore, challenges the uncritical use of macro-level factors as exogenous óroot causesô of migration 

especially in developing country contexts. Adopting mainly qualitative approaches among 75 key informants from 

six distinct categories, the study finds that migration culture, household livelihood aspirations, geographical 

propinquity and the existence of social networks as well as migrant smuggling rings motivate migrations to Libya. 

The paper also challenges scholarship on the 2011 Libyan crisis that treats the experiences of Sub-Saharan African 

migrants in the country as though they were an undifferentiated group. Recommendations include the need for the 

regionalisation of evacuation and repatriation programmes to facilitate the timely extraction of trapped migrants 

from countries in crisis, and the elimination of latent as well as explicit signs of racism and xenophobic practices 

from host countries to avert the scapegoating of migrants during crisis situations.   

2. Libya, A Crisis That Closes on Migrants: The Case of Migrants Fleeing to 

Tunisia 

Author: Hassen Boubakri, University of Sousse, Tunisia. 

E-mail: hassan.boubakri2017@yahoo.com and hassan.boubakri2017@gmail.com 

This paper focuses on the conditions in which migrant workers fled Libya during the 2011 revolution and continue 

to flee, left to the authority of militias, human traffickers, and smuggling networks. I not only present the findings of 

migrant surveys conducted as part of the MICIC research project, but also explore the evolution of the Libyan 

situation since then and its impact on migrants. I underline the roles and responsibilities of local and national Libyan 

actors, as well as that of international actors. I also focus on the slow evolution of reception and of assistance 

conditions for migrants in Tunisia, including an organic law enacted in July 2016 to prevent and fight human 

trafficking and a bill introduced in January 2018 in the Tunisian Parliament to prevent all forms of racism and 

discrimination. Migrants, including those fleeing Libya, are most exposed to these abuses. 

Beyond this contextual regard of the situation of migrants in Tunisia and Libya, I measure how societies and 

different stakeholders in the Maghreb region manage crisis-induced migratory flows primarily from Sub-Saharan 

Africa in a context where North African countries work to deepen their political and economic relations with other 

regions of the continent. 
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3. The Owners of Xenophobia: Zimbabwean Informal Enterprise and 

Xenophobic Violence in South Africa 

Authors: Jonathan Crush, Godfrey Tawodzera, Abel Chikanda & Daniel Tevera, University of the Western Cape, 

South Africa.E-mail:crush@balsillieschool.ca, godfreyltawodzera@yahoo.com, achikanda@ku.edu 

and teverads@gmail.com 

This paper is a contribution to our understanding of the intertwined economic and political crises in Zimbabwe and 

the crisis of xenophobia in South Africa. There have been few studies to date specifically examining the impact of 

xenophobic violence on Zimbabweans trying to make a living in the South African informal economy. The paper 

first provides a picture of Zimbabwean migrant entrepreneurship using survey data from a 2015 study of migrants 

in the informal economy. All of the Zimbabwean entrepreneurs interviewed in depth for the study in 2016 had either 

witnessed or been the victims of xenophobic violence or both. The interviews focused on the experience and impact 

of xenophobic violence on personal safety and business operations. The migrant accounts clearly demonstrate 

that they see xenophobia as a key driver of the hostility, looting and violence that they experience. The paper 

argues that the deep-rooted crisis in Zimbabwe, which has driven many to South Africa in the first place, makes 

return home in the face of xenophobia a non-viable option. Zimbabweans are forced to adopt a number of self-

protection strategies, none of which ultimately provide insurance against future attack. 

4. Return and Reintegration in óPost-Crisisô Contexts 

Author: Robtel Neajai Pailey, University of Oxford, UK. E-mail: robtel.pailey@qeh.ox.ac.uk 

Crises, defined for the purpose of this paper as armed conflict, impact migrants differently depending on a wide 

range of factors such as the economic stability and geo-political positioning of the origin or host country, the high-

profile (or low-profile) nature of the crisis and resulting external responses, the socio-economic status of migrants, 

their relationships with non-migrant populations and with the origin or host state, as well as migrantsô 

ñpreparednessò and ñresource mobilisationò (Cassarino, 2004). Migrants may respond to crises by staying put, 

returning to their countries of origin or re-migrating elsewhere depending on the opportunity structures available. 

Situating ópost-crisisô return as part and parcel of the crisis cycle, this paper argues that socio-economic 

embeddedness in countries of origin is a necessary, though not sufficient, condition for sustainable and successful 

return. It investigates the degree to which transnational linkages, national, regional, and multilateral policies and 

practices play a role in facilitating return and reintegration. Because of the dearth of available data on the micro-, 

meso-, and macro- level outcomes of return and reintegration resulting from crises in host countries, the literature 

on return in óordinary timesô is used as an entry point. The case studies employed include the return of Liberian 

refugees, Ghanaian and Burkinabé economic migrants during the dual political crises in C¹te dôIvoire from 2002-

2003 and 2010-2011. 

5. Mobility of Cameroonians in Central African Republic: Integration under the 

Prism of Differentiated Strategies 

Author: Henri Yambene Bomono, National Centre For Education /Ministry of scientific research, Cameroon and 

innovation & Jean Marie Nkenne. E-mail: yambenehenri@hotmail.com and jmnkenne@gmail.com 

This paper highlights certain aspects of mobility of Cameroonians to the Central African Republic (CAR) as well as 

their settlement in Central African territorial spaces pre-crisis. It explores the deterioration of the situation in CAR 

following the overthrow of the government in March 2013, which forced Cameroonian migrants to use varied 

strategies to flee the crisis. Based on interviews with 23 Cameroonian returnees, this paper explores the legal 

status of Cameroonian migrants in CAR, their motivations for migrating and outcomes, and their integration 

strategies once returned to Cameroon. 

6. Return and Reintegration of Burkinabé from Libya to Burkina Faso 

Author: Konkobo Bourahima, Université Ouaga1, Pr Joseph KI ZERBO, Burkina Faso. 

E-mail: konkobobourahima@gmail.com 

Like countries in the Sahel, Burkina Faso continues to experience significant emigration. While traditional migration 

destinations were countries of the sub-region, notably C¹te dôIvoire and Ghana, new destinations emerged 

gradually from the beginning of the 1990s, particularly towards Libya. But with the collapse of the Libyan state in 

2011, which subsequently led to socio-political conflicts, the living conditions of settled or transiting migrants 

deteriorated gradually, including that of Burkinabé. During the revolution, the European Union funded a voluntary 

return and reintegration programme implemented by the Government of Burkina Faso and the International 

Organisation for Migration, allowing many Burkinab® migrants to return óhomeô. This paper explores their processes 
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of return and reintegration, as well as the socio-economic development implications therein for migrants and their 

households, the origin state, and the international agencies facilitating the return journeys. 

 

 

Panel 32 

Women, men, language and movement: African language 

and gender (im)mobilities 
Panel organiser: Taiwo Oloruntoba-Oju, Department of English, University of Ilorin, Ilorin, Nigeria. 

E-mail: ttobaoju@unilorin.edu.ng 

Migratory encounters are inevitably cross-cultural, linguistic and gendered. Language is not only prominent in trans-

border transactions, but also in the management of all personal and social interactions in new and sometimes 

hostile cultural climes. In short, language is the vehicle of passage, of sundry performances of gender and sexuality 

within and across borders, and of the transformation of gendered consciousness. Embedded in new language 

ecologies, native notions of gender and sexuality sprout new meanings and trajectories, while gendered notions in 

host nations undergo complex linguistic transformations. The feminization/masculinization, gendering/degendering 

of language across borders appears to be a definitive north-south migratory phenomenon which is apt to be 

investigated. 

This panel explores encounters that focus the sociolinguistic implications of migration for Africans, and for Africa, 

as evidenced in different domains, especially the domains of gender. The panel enquires into how contact 

languages impact perceptions of gender, and, more generally, how migration impacts the language and practice 

of gender and sexuality across African borders. The significance of language in the óglobalizationô or 

óuniversalizationô of gender norms, in the learning and unlearning of gendered culture, and in the transformation of 

gender positioning or agency is a crucial undertaking here. We also investigate how notions of gender conflate with 

migrant vulnerabilities, such as a lower status as migrants, to generate conflicts of gendered identities and create 

complex óhome and awayô gender norms within migrant environments. The role of language in the theorization of 

gender and sexuality in Africa, compared with the global north, for example between African Womanism and 

Western Feminisms, forms a prominent background to the work of the panel. 

DATA SOURCE: The panel welcomes the exploration of language, gender and migration situations in real-life 

ethnographic settings, as well as cognate narratives in popular culture forms such as drama, film, music and social 

media. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 32 
1. Communicating Gender in Diaspora: Migrant African Women in New Zealand 

Author: Toyin Kolawole, PG, University of Otago, Christchurch, New Zealand. 

E-mail: toyin.kolawole@postgrad.otago.ac.nz 

Despite the entrenched nature of cultural norms, cultural changes occur in the long term, although the success of 

the transfer of practices from one ñfieldò to others varies. Some practices are retained (or modified) while some are 

not; because peoples  actions are ñpreadapted to é demandsò of the structure that created their dispositions 

(Bourdieu, 1977, p. 279). In my study of African women in intimate relationships in New Zealand, I find that although 

gendered assumptions of roles and expectations of their socialization continued to retain pre-eminence as the 

frame of reference for intimate practices, the lived expression of an African identity constructed by them is not linear 

or simplistic, in spite of what seemed like rigid role boundaries. The participant s experiences of enacting gendered 

norms and engaging with their contradictions in the diaspora created conflict in their relationships. In the process, 

they employed pragmatism and marginal resistance as empowerment tools in complex negotiations of traditional 

norms in an accommodationist response to the cultural power of men. Many of them took up traditional practices 

and put them down as it suits them, even as they resist and contest the traditional norms that pose a challenge to 

them in their new abode. And these negotiations were sometimes mediated by their counter-constructions of 

discourses of traditional norms. 

In this paper, I examine the differentiated modes of expressions consequent on migration and being embedded in 

a foreign culture, with particular reference to the migrant African females in New Zealand referred to above. The 

paper examines how language changes and modifies their perceptions of African gendered relationships, sexuality 
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and kinship ties. Using the interview ethnography and participant observation modes, the paper examines the 

disposition of participants towards gendered terms and their pragmatic associations back home and in the 

Diaspora. In some cases, the affects have led to an outright refusal of aspects of African gendered norms, while in 

some cases they have fostered an ambivalence towards African culture and the adoption of a third space of culture 

along with its multiplicity of identities. 

2. Immigrant Somali mothersô engagement in their childrenôs schooling: 

exploring the accumulation of cultural capital for educational advancement 

Author: Doria Daniels, Department of Educational Psychology, Stellenbosch University, South Africa. 

E-mail: doria@sun.ac.za 

Since the democratisation of South Africa many Somali families have made South Africa their home, despite them 

not sharing a common language, culture or ethnicity with their hostnation. Most of these adults come with no or 

limited formal schooling experience due to their generation having had their access to basic education interrupted 

by the 1990s war in Somalia. Women migrants  vulnerability to discrimination, exploitation and abuse in their host 

country is most often normalised by their own history of socialisation within a patriarchal society. Gender s 

intersectionality with the social processes of migration was thus important in my conceptualisation of how immigrant 

mothers engage with their children s education. Existing scholarship on parent involvement seems to assume that 

parents become involved for two primary (and related) reasons: (1) to help the schools to better educate their 

children, and, as a result, (2) to improve their children s achievement. This positions parents as benefactors and 

their children as beneficiaries of parent involvement in education. This, however, is based on a view that parents 

are literate and capable of providing educational support. Very limited knowledge exists about how illiterate mothers 

engage with their children s education. A further gap in the parent support literature is the lack of knowledge on 

the educational benefits that illiterate immigrant mothers can derive from their investments in their children s 

education and the opportunities that this in turn create for adult learning. 

I used Critical Race theory to make sense of the five immigrant Somali mothers  testimonios, or ñnarratives of 

political urgencyò (Delgado Benal, 2017) on their educational experiences with supporting their primary school 

children with homework. Their history of having had their basic education interrupted or denied shaped how, in the 

new country, they take on their foundation phase child s educational challenges. Their testimonios document the 

teaching and learning struggles that these mothers experience, as marked by marginalisation, frustration, and 

resistance. It also charts their personal gains and their understandings and awareness of the power of language 

to access educational networks and educational advancement. 

3. Language, Gender and Migration: An Exploration of the Language of 

Rehabilitation in Nigerian IDP Camps 

Author: Adebola Adebileje, Redeemer's University, Nigeria. E-mail: adebilejea@run.edu.ng 

Migration happens either by choice or by force. In the north-eastern part of Nigeria, particularly in six states, 

insurgency has forced people, especially women and children to flee from their homes and comfortable livelihood, 

thereby becoming forced migrants (IDPs) in their homeland, hence internally displaced persons (IDPs). Although 

the Nigerian government, NGOs and international organisations provide basic amenities to rehabilitate these 

internal migrants, psycho-social support equally demands great attention as it helps to stabilize them emotionally. 

This study explores the effectiveness of psycho-social support programmes on the rehabilitation of displaced 

persons by exploring the dynamics of the language(s) used by service providers to disseminate contents to victims. 

Focusing on gendered notions embedded in the programmes of rehabilitation in IDP camps, the paper examines 

the effectiveness or otherwise of the language used in conveying these notions to the women. Gendered notions 

as female reproductive health services (including neonatal and maternity care), sexual and gender-based violence 

(SGBV), HIV/AIDS treatment for women, feminine hygiene/sanitary needs, survival sex, survival prostitution, etc 

emerged in the various psychosocial programmes designed for rehabilitation. While English is the main language 

used in counselling, educating and disseminating other psycho-social therapy programmes designed for 

rehabilitation, majority of the migrants (75%) do not understand English. This raises questions about the 

effectiveness of such therapies and the victims  right to basic education. It implies that the victims, especially young 

women, may not have been healed of their psychosomatic trauma. In addition to highlighting how the language 

issue impacts their understanding, the study also draws attention to the need for the provision of gender-sensitive 

to military and non-military personnel, social workers, as well as judicial and health personnel involved in the IDP 

rehabilitation process. 

Keywords: Rehabilitation, Insurgency, IDP Camps, Migrants, Psycho-social Support Programmes 

4. Climbing to Success: Mobility and the Modern Kenyan Woman 
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Author: Fridah Erastus Kanana, Kenyatta University, Kenya & Philip W. Rudd, Kenya University, Kenya and 

Pittsburg University, USA . E-mail: prudd@pittstate.edu 

This paper explores gender stereotyping and the consequences for women s mobility and career advances in 

Kenya. In Kenya, the recent academic year 2017-2018 was declared the year of the woman. Half or more of those 

who migrate to Nairobi from rural areas in search of employment are women. Kenyan women are today better 

educated, more employed, and are achieving higher career heights than ever before. However, as the women 

reach new heights, they experience new challenges; in fact, women as employees are, more than men, likely to 

have experienced gender related obstacles that others hardly observe or appreciate. 

The purpose of the paper is to provide an examination of current perspectives of women s mobilities and what it 

takes to climb to success in Nairobi. The design of the paper is a sociocultural linguistic analysis of gender 

differences from the perspective of women attempting a climb to success. In spite of all the hype about the success 

of women in rising to new levels of career advancement, Kenyan women still do not attain the positions equal to 

those of Kenyan men. The paper provides linguistic evidence that while modern women in Africa have the skill-

sets and determination required to achieve superlative advancement in lifetime careers, they are often rendered 

immobile for reasons associated with gender. This paper therefore adds further to the research on gender, women, 

and language in the work place, and it may well encourage potential educators, employees, and employers to pay 

a closer attention to the resilience and enormous potential of women who are struggling to make it in the tough 

world of career competition. 

Keywords: Gender, Women, Stereotypes, Gender Roles, Social Mobility, Postcolonial, Slay Queens, Sheng 

5. Rural-Urban exodus, Pragma-rhetorical codes and male-dominated 

discourses of Ejagham 

Author: Comfort Ojonkpot, University of Buea, Cameroon. E-mail: comjohnson@yahoo.com 

Ejagham is both a people and a language. The language is spoken across borders between the Republic of 

Cameroon and the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Apart from being a marker of identity, it is a chief tool of cultural 

transmission. The Ejaghams venerate ancestors through libation pouring, along with certain communicative styles 

aimed at influencing the ancestors. However, in bequeathing this age-old traditional discourse form from generation 

to generation, differences occur in the codes, accentuated by the wave of globalization and cross-border dynamics. 

This study hypothesizes on the impact of globalization on the pragma-rhetorical discourse of Ejagham libations as 

a result of Ăcross-border  differences between the rural and urban centres of Cameroon. In other words, there are 

distinctive differences between the libation discourse practices of Ejagham rural dwellers and those who live in the 

urban areas, while differences are also signaled between age groups, gender, and rural and urban dwellers, due 

to the wave of globalization. The study adopted an Ethnographic Descriptive Mixed-Methods design against the 

background of Critical Discourse Analysis Approach, focusing on pragmatics and rhetorical use of language. It 

examined different rite of passage ceremonies (births, marriages and funerals) in rural Manyu and in urban settings, 

making use of audio and video recordings and participant observations. It also subjected elders and family heads 

in the study area to structured and unstructured interviews, questionnaires, and focus-group discussions. The aim 

is to access the deep meanings of these ceremonies and the ethnic, gender and cross-border differences in their 

associated language. 

6. Language, gender and ensnared migrancy: Adimora-Ezeigboôs Trafficked, 

and other representations 

Author: Eugenia Ada Amadi, Enugu State University of Science and Technology, Enugu, Nigeria. 

E-mail: eugyamadi@gmail.com 

Trans-Sahara Migration has become a serious global concern in sub-Saharan Africa due to the potential for loss 

of human capital for the departure countries. What is not generally appreciated is the role of language as a major 

instrument for ensnaring young female victims across the continental borders in the elusive search of the proverbial 

Ămilk and honey.  This study explores the dynamics of the language and its effect in promoting the Trans Saharan 

Migration of African women, particularly Nigerians. The vivid representation of ensnared migration, and the 

subsequent trafficking of women across the Sahara, provides a source for a detailed investigation of the language 

of trafficking. Adimora-Ezeigbo s Trafficked is one such representation. This study attempts a close reading and 

detailed analysis of this and similar representations in order to establish how deliberately structured languages of 

conviction, deception, enticement and persuasion act as catalyst for the illusory and frequently fatal female 

migration across African continental borders. Hence, language in this context has negative "perlocutionary effect" 

(Speech Acts: Austin 1962, etc) in activating the forced migration of African women across borders. The study 

establishes how language is implicitly and metaphorically used to lure African women into prostitution, servitude, 

neo-slavery and sundry dehumanization in foreign lands. 
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7. Physical/Spiritual Migration and Linguistic Categorization of Feminist 

Tendencies in the West African Europhone Fiction 

Author: Babatunde Ayeleru, University of Ibadan, Nigeria.E-mail: tundeayeleru@yahoo.com 

Migration as a concept has gained prominence over the years in literary discourse . It is often physical, 

psychological or spiritual. It has diverse nomenclatures and interpretations, such as mobility, movement, exile or 

displacement. Feminist discourse, on the other hand, has assumed various dimensions in critical literary analysis. 

There exist various variants of Feminism such as Motherism, Womanism, Stiwanism, Moderate and Radical 

Feminism. Other theories, such as Masculinity and Male Studies, have also started gaining currency in literary 

discourse. This paper purposively selects four writers of different sociopolitical and linguistic backgrounds-

Abimbola Adunni Adelakun s Under the Brown Rusted Roof, Lola Shoneyin s The Secret Lives of Baba Segiôs 

Wives (Nigerian Anglophone Writers), Semb¯ne Ousmane s Les Bouts de bois de Dieu (Senegalese Francophone 

author) and IsaµeBiton Koulibaly s AhéLes femmes! and Encore Les femmeséToujours Les femmes! (Ivorian 

Francophone writer).The objective of this paper is to examine how physical and spiritual movements embarked 

upon by characters, especially female, in the selected texts have mitigated or reinforced the language and 

expression of women s deplorable conditions. It also attempts a categorization of feminist tendencies through the 

analyses of the motives of the movement and the specialized use of language by the selected writers. Adopting a 

combination of postcolonial, postmodernist and feminist theories, as well as stylistic approaches, the paper 

interrogates, classifies and ascertains the authors  literary approaches to the treatment of different forms of mobility 

as they affect women s conditions. The essay concludes that the authorial and characters  linguistic manipulations 

in the texts are pertinent to the determination of the interface between Migration and linguistic categorization of 

feminist tendencies in Europhone West African fiction. 

Key words: Mobility, Feminism, Postmodernism, Stylistics, Adelakun, Shoneyin, SembèneOusmane and 

IsaïeBiton Koulibaly 

8. óWe are Partnersô: Migration and Gender Role De/Reconstruction Of Northern 

Nigerian Women Immigrants 

Author: Hameed Tunde Asiru, Umaru Musa Yar'adua University, Katsina, Nigeria & Fridah Kanana Erastus, 

Kenyatta University, Nairobi, Kenya.E-mail: asiruhameedtunde@yahoo.com 

There have been several attempts at deconstructing how female sexuality is stereotypically portrayed in Nigerian 

hip-hop songs and Nollywood movies. This growing attention is clear evidence of a corresponding increase in 

gender consciousness in Africa. Many of such studies have observed that everything about women has been 

sexualized, as common objects to gratify men s desires (Onanuga, 2017; Aromona, 2016; Adewoye et al, 2014; 

Oikelome, 2013), which further accentuates the ideology of phallocentrism, in feminist theoretical parlance. On the 

other hand, the migratory experiences of women (who are the major world migrant population) across geographical 

borders are marked with sexual assault and other human rights violation bordering on misogynistic tendencies 

(Adagbada, 2017; Plambech, 2016; Espin, 2006). In this paper, we investigate: (1) Nigerian immigrant women s 

deconstruction of their societal perception which positions their adherence to normative social roles as the yardstick 

for measuring morality and values in the society. (2) Their construction of new gender roles and sexuality against 

the core traditional prescriptions. (3) The (socio)linguistic implications of their migration experience. The study 

adopts an ethnographic approach by examining real-life experiences of immigrant northern Nigerian women 

through interviews. The subjects were three categories of immigrant women namely: those who moved from rural-

urban centers to accompany their spouses who work in the cities; those who left their husbands in the rural areas 

and moved to the city in search of better opportunities to fend for their families; and those who are in positions of 

authority. 

 

 

Panel 34 

The meanings of migration: Connecting inequality and the 

culture of migration in West Africa 
Panel organisers: Erlend Paasche, University of Oslo, Norway and Gunvor Jónsson, University of Oxford, UK. 

E-mail: erlend.paasche@jus.uio.no Chair of the panel: Maria Hernández Carretero. 

This panel starts from the observation that the meanings of migration in West Africa cannot be understood in 

isolation from peopleôs differentiated access to and experiences of mobility. As defined in a groundbreaking paper 
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by Massey et al. (1993) a óculture of migrationô emerges when, óAt the community level, migration becomes deeply 

ingrained into the repertoire of peopleôs behaviors, and values associated with migration become part of the 

communityôs values.ô Such a definition imposes on communities a bounded homogeneity that they rarely exhibit. 

Any discussion of the cultural and social meanings of migration need to deal with, if not foreground, the conflict-

ridden and socially stratified nature of migration. Attempts to become mobile are systematically successful for a 

privileged few and systematically thwarted for others who seek to emulate them. While both of these groups may 

share the aspiration for connecting with global flows and ending local ówaithoodsô, and although they may inhabit a 

shared society if not social space, they do not engage in the same migration trajectories. Nor do they reap the 

same fruits from migration, or, ultimately, share the same óculture of migrationô. Unitary images of the culture of 

migration depoliticizes inequality and impose a sameness on social groups that differ not only in terms of attributes 

like age, gender and class but in terms of life chances. In this panel we critically connect ócultureô to migration in a 

way that highlights rather than glosses over the heterogeneity of those who cross West African borders, or aspire 

to do so. 

Approved abstracts panel 34 

Session 1: The contested meanings of migration: inequalities and dominant 

discourses 

1. Senegalese Mobilities connected: Continuities and inequalities 

Author: Maria Hernandez Carretero, Department of Social Anthropology, University of Oslo, Norway & Giulia 

Sinatti, Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 

E-mail: m.h.carretero@sai.uio.no and g.sinatti@vu.nl 

In this paper, we explore the applicability of the term ñculture of migrationò to understand the variety, continuity and 

inequalities that characterize Senegalese mobilities. We do so on the basis of ethnographic data collected in 

Senegal, Italy and Spain over more than two decades, and secondary literature. Our analysis addresses the 

multiplicity of ways in which many Senegalese seek to improve their livelihoods through different forms of mobility, 

seeking to understand what connects and differentiates them: from trans-local to long-distance trade, from internal 

to intercontinental migration. We depart from the term ñmigrationò in favour of the more dynamic concept ñmobilityò, 

which better encompasses the multifaceted, sometimes spontaneous, often flexible and typically Senegal-

grounded ways in which Senegalese men and women seek to make a living by using geography in their favour. 

We show how local, regional and intercontinental mobilities are connected both at the level of motivations (making 

a living) and of social repercussions (achieving a better socioeconomic standing, living away from family). On the 

one hand, access to different forms of mobility both reflects and generates socioeconomic inequalities, as longer-

distance mobility (which is often also longer-term) is not affordable by all and often yields greater gains. On the 

other hand, it often comes with dimensions of immobility: migration restrictions impose obstacles to the circulation 

of both those who have left, and of relatives who might wish to visit them. The result is a variety of experiences and 

practices of mobility emerging out of a compromise between individualsô goals and the reality of migration 

regulations that enable or restrict their movement. Based on this review of diverse mobility experiences in 

Senegalese migration, we question the usefulness of ñculture of migrationò and instead point at the flexible 

adaptability with which the Senegalese engage with mobility, navigating migration control to seek out opportunities. 

2. Exploring return mobilities to Ghana: From transnational return to 

precarious migration projects 

Author: Nauja Kleist, Danish Institute for International Studies, Denmark.E-mail: nkl@diis.dk 

This paper explores the many meanings of return migration to Ghana, with focus on how two different groups of 

Ghanaian return migrants articulate their migration, return experience and post-return life. It brings together findings 

from two research projects on return migration carried out between 2008 and 2016. One on highly skilled returnees 

who have migrated in regularized ways, who return to Ghana with Western citizenship or permanent residence 

permits and who are able to remain a part of international legal migration circuits.  The other group of returnees 

consist of involuntary returnees who have engaged in precarious and high-risk migration projects and been 

forcefully relocated through deportation or flight or evacuation from migration crisis or conflict, especially from Libya 

but also other North African countries, Europe and the Middle East. The paper argues that inequality is reflected 

not only in the access to migration but also in the ways that migrants return and their post-return life, including 

ongoing mobility practices.  

3. Ghanaian Migration to The Netherlands: Status paradox? 
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Author: Amisah Zenabu Bakuri, University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 

E-mail: a.z.bakuri@Uva.nl 

Migration continues to serve as platform for financial and social empowerment in many countries including Ghana. 

There are many constraints associated with the life of migrants, however, the quest to be socially acknowledged 

enables them to adopt certain survival strategies. Using qualitative methodology, this paper examines Ghanaians 

migration to the Netherlands using the concept of óburgerô (Nieswand,2014). This research work highlights that 

some Ghanaian migrants travel with the goal of earning money to meet their personal and family needs, and so 

engage in any available job to build and maintain their new burger status. As burgers, they have to obtain enough 

money to maintain their elevated social status but need to ensure that relatives and friends in Ghana do not know 

how this money is obtained. To maintain the new ñprivilegeò social status often ascribed to Ghanaians living abroad, 

migrants are compelled to juggle their work, income and lifestyle in the Netherlands and (mis)-representation of 

themselves in Ghana. Keywords: Migrants, Burger, returnees, Ghana, The Netherlands, social status. 

Session 2: Cultural representations of migration: imagination 

and fictions 

1. Who can go to Europe and why would one go there: experiences and 

imaginaries of Tuareg in Niger 

Author: Sarah Lunaļek, Faculty of Arts, Department of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology, University of 

Ljubljana, Slovenia. E-mail: sarah.lunacek@ff.uni-lj.si; sarahlunacek@gmail.com 

I would like to relate experiences with travelling to Europe and imaginaries of Europe with access to mobility to 

Europe among Tuareg in northern Niger. 

Tuareg are traditionally nomadic society, with diversity of old and new patterns of mobility: from pastoral nomadism, 

sedentarisation, moving to cities, trans-regional migration and transport and involvement in smuggling routes. 

Migration to Europe presents a very small part of all their mobilities.  Inside of old and new social categorisations 

different mobilities are accessible for particular social classes and also in relation to individual opportunities. Those 

actually travelling to Europe to continue university schooling, to visit friends or to sell crafts access this possibility 

to travel there by having connections in diaspora or among Europeans. Experiencing Europe by legalised travel, 

they are critical in its representations and pragmatic in using the travel opportunities. Rarely anyone decides to 

stay in Europe permanently. 

Tuareg who are mobile in diverse other ways without going to Europe, are usually not very interested in travelling 

to Europe. Either they have their idea about it from knowing Europeans, or from hearing from others, which means 

they are also rather critical. Even after Libya is not a promising alternative to gain anymore, and after criminalisation 

of transport of passengers across the Sahara, young Tuareg donôt massively dream of Europe. In case of nomadic 

pastoralists or gardeners, the image seems nice because of rain, strange because of religion, but to remote to tell 

anything about and to unrealistic to think much to go there. 

I would argue that access to legal travel is enabling more critical and pragmatic representation of Europe. Other 

forms of mobilities are more crucial for cultural identities. 

2. Internal and International Migration Trajectories in West Africa: The 

Imaginative Intervention of Darkoôs Beyond the Horizon and Aidooôs Our Sister 

Killjoy 

Author: Solomon Omatsola Azumurana, Department of English, University of Lagos, Nigeria.E-

mail: azumurana@yahoo.co.uk; sazumurana@unilag.edu.ng 

Although the subject of the migration of persons within and outside the West African sub-region has engaged the 

attention of scholars, one missing link appears to be the near-disregard of the insight mainstream imaginative 

literature can provide on the subject. Also, while Ama Darkoôs Beyond the Horizon and Ama Ata Aidooôs Our Sister 

Killjoy have received considerable critical attention, their engagement with the culture of migration in West Africa, 

especially in terms of highlighting the homogeneity of experience of the migrants has been largely ignored. In this 

paper, I examine both novels as imaginative portrayals of the culture of internal and international migration in 

contemporary West Africa. Exploiting the Marxist concepts of commodification and ideological conditioning on one 

hand and the Postcolonial concepts of exile and unhomeliness on the other, I argue that Migrants in West Africa, 

irrespective of their class and gender, as depicted in both novels engage in the same migration trajectories, 

although under different guises and circumstances. For instance, as depicted in both novels, regardless of the 

migrantsô class and gender, they are commodified as much in their home of departure as they are in their home of 
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arrival. Also, their migrations notwithstanding the differences in class and gender are foregrounded on the same 

ideological conditioning of the push and pull factors. Moreover, in both novels, the psychological experience of the 

migrantsô feelings of unhomeliness in their new home is very much the same irrespective of their socioeconomic 

and sociocultural positioning.  

3. Africans and the New Diaspora 

Author: Stephen O. Eyeh, Department of English, Redeemerôs University, Ede, Osun State, Nigeria. 

E-mail: karoeyeh@yahoo.com; eyehs@run.edu.ng 

This paper examines movements from Africa to other parts of the world.  Such movements began with slavery and 

changed to the search for political asylum and now the quest for trade, education and employment for the facilitation 

of both information and industrial development.  Relevant literature are reviewed and analysed for their symbolic 

implications beyond the texts in order to establish the dialectic of fact and fiction.  The relevant literature 

include Equainoôs Travels, Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness and other Stories and Akachi Adimora-

Ezeigboôs Trafficked (2008). The paper posits that prior to the 15th Century, Africans were free in their natural milieu 

with no threat to their lives or alienation from their ancestral homes until the period of slavery. Sequel to the 

attainment of Independence by most African countries with the hope of self-retrieval and economic development, 

bad governance, corruption, civil wars, foreign debts, economic depression, famine and poverty truncate the 

peopleôs hope for true liberation and a better living.  Africans, therefore, seek refuge abroad in countries with viable 

economy. Globalization, education, cultural diffusion and modern technology especially Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) play key roles in population drift all over the world, but the unchanging pattern 

in Africa has been to the rich North.  There lies an absurdity that Africans now flee their once free homeland or 

countries to foreign lands, which are perceived as ñheaven on earthò because of their functional systems through 

effective governance.  Thus, this paper concludes that the new movement of Africans to the diaspora is self-initiated 

and self-imposed, irrespective of its breeding alienation from home and the risks involved, since the migrants 

believe that the end will justify the means. 

 

 

Panel 35 

Africans in diaspora and the Media 
Panel organiser: Abiodun Salawu, Indigenous Language Media in Africa research entity, Faculty of Humanities, 

North-West University, South Africa. E-mail: abiodun.salawu@nwu.ac.za 

Africans do migrate across their continent and to other continents. Whether the migration is within the continent or 

outside the continent, African migrants are interested in happenings in their home countries. They are also 

interested in information within the migrant community in their host nation. To gratify these needs for information, 

they access media based in their homeland. The advent of the Internet has made this very possible as the African 

migrants can read newspapers published in their home countries online as well as also accessing broadcast media 

ï radio and television ï online. They do also visit blogsites covering events and personalities in their home 

countries. The diaspora Africans obtain information about their migrant communities through newspapers and 

magazines published by fellow migrants. Information is also made available through both online and terrestrial 

radio as well as through blogs. This panel seeks to interrogate how African migrants seek information about events 

in their home countries and within the migrant communities and how they make use of the information. It is also 

interested in how the migrants use the media to communicate and engage themselves and people in their 

homelands. The use of the diasporic media for identity formation as well as alternative channel within the host 

nation is also of interest. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 35 
1. Shaping the perception of African conflicts through framing: A case study of 

the African diasporic press in the UK 

Author: Olatunji Ogunyemi, University of Lincoln, Brayford Pool, Lincoln, UK.E-mail: oogunyemi@lincoln.ac.uk 

Framing studies consistently conclude that the international news media represent African conflicts negatively and 

stereotypically. While some critics blamed it on framing devices and óAfriphobiaô, another plausible reason is their 

preferred writing style. Owing to their focus on media content, most framing studies fail to examine the dynamic 
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relationship between what journalists say they do and what they actually do. Using parallel content analysis, this 

study compares what African diaspora journalists write about African conflicts with what they say about them. The 

analysis reveals that they show more preference for factual style and governing frame, and less preference for 

judgmental style which align with what they say, and a slight preference for background context which marginally 

aligns with what they say. However, low newsroom budget and advertising revenue could undermine their news 

agenda to effectively de-westernise the portrayal of African conflicts. 

Keywords: framing, role perception, diaspora journalists, African diasporic press, African conflicts 

2. Facebookôs group function as transnational public sphere for Zimbabwean 

diasporic communities 

Author: Phillip Mpofu, Midlands State University, Zimbabwe. E-mail: phillip.mpofu@gmail.com 

Immigrantsô engagement in activities that connect them to their homelands, identity and culture issues, role of 

media in migration, and the representation and participation of immigrants in print and broadcast media, are some 

of the ubiquitous and contested questions in existing cultural, media and migrations studies. Evidently, these 

matters revolve around immigrantsô limited access to, and unfair representation in media outlets of host countries. 

However, the advent of the Internet, digital and social media has enabled these spatially displaced individuals in 

the diaspora to converge on online social networking sites and form linguistically and culturally bound communities. 

Against this background, this study critically interrogates the existence of online diasporic communities of 

Zimbabweans on the Facebook group function, and shows their function as alternative public sphere where 

linguistically, culturally and contextually relevant information is exchanged within the host countries and, to or from 

Zimbabwe. This study is an outcome of a netnographic study of seven Facebook groups of Zimbabweans in Dubai, 

United Kingdom, South Africa and Australia. Using content analysis, thematic analysis and Critical Discourse 

Analysis (CDA), the study critically analyses the thematic content of posts and discussions by group members in 

the selected online communities. The study deploys strands of alternative media and digital public sphere concepts. 

The study shows that social media is a significant alternative transnational public sphere for spatially dispersed 

diasporans that allows them to engage in transactional and transnational information and cultural exchange; in the 

process strategically adapting to life in the destination country, but remaining connected to their homeland cultural 

identities and life. However, due to the free entry and participation, the transnational public sphere lacks 

professional gatekeeping in monitoring social media content. 

3. Alaroye London: Contents and Audience Experience 

Author: Abiodun Salawu, Indigenous Language Media in Africa research entity, Faculty of Humanities, North-

West University, South Africa.E-mail: abiodun.salawu@nwu.ac.za 

Africans do migrate across their continent and to other continents. Whether the migration is within the continent or 

outside the continent, African migrants are interested in happenings in their home countries. They are also 

interested in information within the migrant community in their host nation. To gratify these needs for information, 

they access media based in their homeland. The advent of the Internet has made this very possible as the African 

migrants can read newspapers published in their home countries online as well as also accessing broadcast media 

ï radio and television ï online. They do also visit blogsites covering events and personalities in their home 

countries. The diaspora Africans obtain information about their migrant communities through newspapers and 

magazines published by fellow migrants. Information is also made available through both online and terrestrial 

radio as well as through blogs. This panel seeks to interrogate how African migrants seek information about events 

in their home countries and within the migrant communities and how they make use of the information. It is also 

interested in how the migrants use the media to communicate and engage themselves and people in their 

homelands. The use of the diasporic media for identity formation as well as alternative channel within the host 

nation is also of interest. 
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Panel 36 

Reaching wider worlds: Educational mobility and 

Information and Communication Technologies for 

Development (ICT4D) 
Panel organisers: Nima Shidende, School of Informatics, University of Dodoma, Tanzania. Faraja Igira, Faculty of 

Mathematics and Computing, Institute of Finance Management, Tanzania. Hector Mongi, School of Informatics, 

University of Dodoma, Tanzania. Christina Mortberg, Linnaeus University, Växjo, Sweden. 

E-mail: shidende@gmail.com 

Multiplicities of mobilities are very common in the African continent and manifests through rural-urban migration, 

labor, south to north migration, and refugeesô movements across African countries. It also manifests through small 

scale mobilities which do occur within the individual countries such as, children migrating from home to street 

(street children), beggars moving around residential areas or town centers, movements of HIV positive clientsô 

between healthcare units to avoid social stigma attached to HIV, movement of healthcare clients between 

healthcare units in search of better maternal and child healthcare services, and mobility of disabled citizens in 

urban/rural in search of better path. Mobility has some aspects of empowerment in the perspective of the individuals 

practicing it since they view those physical movements as a means of accessing better opportunities such as jobs, 

safety, privacy and social services. 

There are insights in the Information and Communication Technology for Development (ICT4D) literature on how 

Information and Communication Technology (ICTs) affect the opportunity for migration and how they affect its 

outcomes. For example, the use of mobile phones, internet, and social media has proved to simply communication 

and interactions of migrants with their family/friends residing in their home countries. However, previous literature 

provides more understanding of how ICT shape mobility and less on how mobility shapes ICT design and adoption. 

This panel aims to advance our theoretical, methodological and empirical understanding on the interplay of ICT4D 

and mobilities practices. Specifically the focus is on how mobilities practices are impacting design, adoption, 

implementation and use of ICT tools. 

Approved abstracts panel 36 
1. Constructing the Field for Informing ICT Design for Mobile Populations 

Author: Nima Shidende, School of Informatics, The University of Dodoma, Tanzania. 

E-mail: shidende@gmail.com 

Research strategies are among the techniques employed by design facilitators to generate knowledge for informing 

the design of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT).  This knowledge is not context free and thus, 

design facilitators are urged employing proper research strategies (e.g. ethnography, participatory design, action 

research, etc) that foster engagement with population studied in order to have in-depth knowledge of the contextual 

issues. Moreover, it is asserted that design facilitators who use engagement techniques through continuous 

involvement and reframing of field and design practices through the design process, are more likely to generate 

contextual knowledge that meets the needs of their participants. Nevertheless, research indicates that design 

facilitators might face challenges when they use the aforementioned research strategies in geographically 

distributed settings due to possibility of existence of minimal interactions and absence of continuous engagements 

with their participants. Similarly, mobile populations (e.g. street children, beggars, refugees) are in constant 

movement across different geographical localities. The use of recommended research strategies for generating 

the knowledge on the context of mobile populations could provide a similar aforementioned challenge to their 

design facilitators. This study provides insights on techniques for constructing the field in order to generate 

knowledge on the context of mobile populations since there are minimal insights about the phenomena in the 

African literature and eventually inform the design of ICT for mobile population. The research design employed is 

interpretive and qualitative strategy for data analysis. Empirical materials were gathered through interviews and 

document review methods. Findings indicate that design facilitators who are researching mobile populations need 

additional research techniques for engaging some categories of mobile populations not only due to their 

characteristics of being mobile but also because they lead uncertain lifestyle. The article concludes by 

recommending future research strategies for informing the design of ICT for mobile populations in the African 

context. 
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2. Living the Silicon Valley Dream in Nigeria ï Reflections on Realities of Tech 

Start-up Hubs in Abuja, Lagos and Ibadan 

Authors: Eugenija Kovaliova & Mante Makauskaite, AfriKo ï Africa Research and Consultancy Center. 

E-mail: info@afriko.lt 

In August 2016 Mark Zuckerberg, founder of Facebook, visited Nigeria and met with developers and entrepreneurs 

in one of the TechHubs ï Co-Creation Hub ï in Yaba (or Yabacon), which is referred to as Lagosô Silicon Valley 

ñequivalentò. This brought significant international attention as well as high expectations for Nigerian start-ups, who 

seemed to start believing that they can live a Silicon Valley Dream in Lagos, Abuja or other places around the 

country despite the power shortages, slow connectivity to Internet and other infrastructural challenges. A number 

of TechHubs in Nigeria (and other African countries) has been indeed booming[1] and providing with a promise for 

a prosperous future of young ñtechpreneursò who will solve Africaôs problems through various ICT4D applications. 

However, besides general mapping of TechHubs in Africa, there is little research whether this promise can be 

delivered, what are the local, international and diaspora players within this field, their motivations and potential 

impact. One can notice that mobility plays a role in this context, as the community of ñtechpreneursò is dominated 

by returnees with certain global connections, experiences and knowledge from óabroadô. On the one hand these 

connections bring resources, on the other ï generate risks of losing touch with local realities. As Ola Brown, founder 

of Flying Doctors, puts it, Silicon Valley-ism in Africa has actually held us back as we continue to build great 

products that arenôt useful to our people. AfriKo, through its current project oriented towards connecting Nigerian 

ICT entrepreneurs with Lithuanian ICT expertise, is researching the Nigerian TechHubs ecosystem. The stories of 

various Tech Start-Ups incubators and accelerators, collected during AfriKo fieldwork in Lagos, Abuja and Ibadan, 

will lay the ground of the paper and will attempt to open a larger discussion on local entrepreneurial eco-systems, 

the various stakeholders involved, evolving local and global connections. 

[1] http://blogs.worldbank.org/ic4d/importance-mapping-tech-hubs-africa-and-beyond 

3. African educational mobility to China: the case of Sudan 

Author: Samia Satti Osman Mohamed Nour, Economics Department, Faculty of Economic and Social Studies, 

Khartoum University, Khartoum, Sudan. E-mail: samia_satti@hotmail.com; samiasatti@yahoo.com 

This paper uses both the descriptive and comparative approaches to discuss African educational mobility to China 

with particular focus on the case of Sudan over the period (1999-2018). This paper discusses the major 

development concerning the pattern, size, trend and distribution of migration of higher education students from 

Sudan to China, and examines the push-pull factors (economic, political, educational, etc.) causes and 

consequences of migration of higher education students from Sudan to China. We fill the gap in the African 

literature and present a more comprehensive and recent analysis of migration of higher education students from 

Sudan to China using UNESCO recent secondary data on international students mobility in tertiary education and 

recent data from Sudan Ministry of Higher Education. We provide an interesting comparative analysis of migration 

of higher education students from Sudan to China. Our findings support the first hypothesis that the pattern and 

size of migration of higher education students from Sudan to China increased substantially over the past years but 

the distribution showed considerable variation and biased towards specific specialization fields (Engineering, 

Science and related fields). Our results corroborate the second hypothesis that the increasing trend of migration of 

higher education students from Sudan to China is caused by several push-pull factors (e.g. economic, political, 

educational, etc.). Our results support the third hypothesis that migration of higher education students from Sudan 

to China lead to mixed positive and negative impacts (e.g. transfer of knowledge, brain gain and skill acquisition 

for returned migrant students, but weak capacity to retain talents and brain drain for non-returned migrant students). 

Our findings corroborate the fourth hypothesis that Chinese aid and development assistance to Sudan not only 

limited to financial capital but also include technical assistance in the form of scholarships for education that 

motivated educational mobility from Sudan to China. 

Keywords: Educational mobility, migration of higher education students, Africa, Sudan, China, Chinese aid and 

development assistance. 

4. Chinaôs Bolstering Education Development in China-Africa Relations: 

Knowledge Sharing and Sustainability 

Author: Ehizuelen Michael Mitchell Omoruyi, Center for Nigerian Studies at the Institute of African Studies, 

Zhejiang Normal University, China. E-mail: mmacroe@yahoo.com 

For decades, China has been unceasingly making headway on the modality and quality of educational collaboration 

with African nations. This educational collaboration comes through student exchange, joint initiatives (research) 

and special training programs for African educational officials, as well as other long and short-term training of 
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Africans in China. On the other hand, in the discourse about China-Africa relations, technology transfer is one of 

the less investigated subjects; however, technology transfers have existed in China-Africa cooperation in the form 

of knowledge sharing. The paper explores the following: (i) ówhatô are transferred through think tanks, academic 

publication, one-on-one inter-institutional cooperation, cooperation in research projects; and the improvement in 

the cooperation on technical and vocational education and training at tertiary level; (ii) the potential for cooperation 

in knowledge sharing between China and African countries that are core to economic development in the areas of 

manufacturing, infrastructure, agriculture, medical, telecommunication and knowledge sharing from Chinaôs 

development experience; and (iii) how access to information and knowledge sharing can stimulate and promote 

sustainable development. Chinese methods of teaching óhow to developô based on its own experience may help 

fortify the independence of African nations and build win-win cooperation for long-term development. 

 

 

Panel 37 

African migrantsô vulnerability, regional social policy 

development, and pan-africanist ideals 
Panel organisers: Christal O. Spel, Post-doctoral Research Fellow, Social Policy, College of Graduate Studies, 

University of South Africa, Pretoria. and Jimi Adesina, DST/NRF SARChI Chair in Social Policy, College of 

Graduate Studies, University of South Africa 

E-mail: christal.spel@gmail.com 

This panel explores contemporary African migrantsô vulnerability from a social policy and pan-Africanist perspective 

that links migrantsô welfare to the development of African regional social policy and integration. From a Social Policy 

perspective, this panel seeks to move beyond the traditional state-centric framework for Social Policy to explore 

contemporary African migrantsô vulnerability from a regional perspective that incorporates or proposes a regional 

prerogative of care for African migrants. In this sense, the activities and policies of regional institution to facilitate 

the integration of African migrants to host societies and or facilitate improvements in the welfare of African migrants 

in host society is placed under scrutiny. In addition, the capacity of African migrants to self-organize for optimization 

of individual and group welfare irrespective of national tensions also becomes relevant. 

From a regional integration perspective, we call attention to contemporary pan-Africanist interests on integration 

and social cohesion, pursued through trade pacts beyond traditional sub-regions such as the Tripartite Free Trade 

Agreement (TFTA), and political interests to promote self-determination in the African Union. In that vein, the works 

of renowned and unapologetic Africanists such as Archie Mafeje that espouses the ideals of Africa-centered 

paradigms and empirical frameworks becomes relevant in the examination of African migration. However, pan-

Africanist ideals are also challenged by current African migrantsô experiences of vulnerability, brutality and 

xenophobia from the north (e.g. Morocco and Libya) to the South (e.g. South Africa) of the continent, and the 

increasing complicit interference of international interests in shaping migration within Africa. 

The papers intended for presentation at this panel should explore the conceptual, analytical and empirical linkages 

between African migrantsô vulnerability, the development of regional social policy, and regional integration. The 

panel aims to contribute to the debate on African migrantsô welfare beyond the mainstream nation-state framework. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 37 
Session 1 

1. Joint Labour Migration Governance Programme for Regional Integration and 

Development in Africa: Critical findings for Migration Governance in Africa 

Author: Cynthia Samuel-Olonjuwo, ILO Assistant Director General and Regional Director for Africa, Abidjan, Côte 

dôIvoire.E-mail: samuel-olonjuwon@ilo.org 

The goals and objectives of the Africa Labour Migration Governance programme derive from the long term 

aspiration of achieving an effective regime of labour mobility for integration and development in Africa, with the 

necessary governance to sustain it. Pursuant to the overall purposes, the Joint Programme facilitates 

implementation of the strategy of the AU Agenda 2063 and the AUC Strategic Plan 2014-2017. It also aligns with 

the strategic themes of the AU Migration Policy Framework and carries forward the priority actions of the AU Youth 
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and Women Employment Pact, and the AU Employment Creation, Poverty Eradication and Inclusive Development 

Plan of Action, which was adopted by the African Heads of State and Governments during the 24th Ordinary 

Session of the AU Assembly (January 2015). It strategically responds to the Africa- EU Partnership on mobility and 

migration. The project also addresses the needs and concerns of migrant workers, their families and their 

organizations. The programme is logically organized in two major and complementary parts: 1. Strengthen effective 

governance of labour migration in Africa; and 2. Promote decent work for regional integration and inclusive 

development. The presentation will examine interesting findings from this programme.  

2. African Migrants and Social Inclusion in a Context of Regional Integration 

Author: Christal O. Spel, Post-doctoral Research Fellow, Social Policy, College of Graduate Studies, University of 

South Africa, Pretoria, South Africa.E-mail: christal.spel@gmail.com 

Estimates emphasize the large volume and diversity of African mobility within Africa. Presently, on the one hand, 

the common national policy response to informal migration is to strengthen migration control and deportation 

processes. For example, the AFDB and AU visa report (2016) shows that only 13 out of 55 African countries offer 

liberal visa access (Visa free or visa on arrival) to all Africans. Also, South Africa deported 312, 733, 00 informal 

African migrants between 2007-2008, and 75, 336,00 between 2011-2012. On the other, in the contemporary drive 

for regional integration, national borders in Africa are being politically blurred to facilitate the mobility of trade and 

labour in line with regional development goals. For example, the 1.2 trillion dollars Tripartite Free Trade Agreement 

(TFTA) that was initiated in 2008 and signed in June 2015, embracing 26 African nations with population of over 

527million. More recently, the African Continental Free Trade Agreement (AFCFTA), signed on March 21 2018 has 

been lauded by the media as the biggest trade agreement since the World Trade Organization (WTO). The 

AFCFTA is expected to be signed by all the member states of the African Union, making it a trade area of 1.2 billion 

people with a combined gross domestic product (GDP) of over 2 trillion dollars. In the above regional context, the 

vulnerability and social exclusion of African migrants have soared, calling attention to a widening social gap in the 

quest for African regional integration. As regional actors focus on economic integration, with neoliberal assumptions 

that benefits will trickle down to all and sundry, the case of informal African migrantsô wellbeing and social inclusion 

becomes relevant from a critical perspective. This paper will present part of my preliminary fieldwork data that 

examines whether and how African regional institution affect the substantive wellbeing and social inclusion of 

African migrants in the host country. 

 

Session 2 
1. Migration, Rights and Social Assistance in Southern Africa 

Author: Jeremy Seekings, University of Cape Town, South Africa. E-mail: jeremy.seekings@gmail.com 

The expansion of social protection across Southern (and East) Africa poses challenges with regard to eligibility 

criteria. Rights to contribution-financed social insurance benefits might not be limited legally by citizenship and 

location, but are widely curtailed in practice. Rights to tax-financed social assistance are more contentious. 

Through the expansion of social assistance programmes (especially social pension programmes), national 

governments have assumed many of the responsibilities previously shouldered by kin or community, replacing 

the boundaries of kinship or community with those of citizenship or location. This poses at least two major 

challenges: How to regulate eligibility in border areas, where borders are porous and citizenship perhaps blurred; 

and what to do about non-citizens. This paper explores these challenges, and responses to them ï including, 

most notably, the South African constitutional courtôs judgements that certain categories of non-citizens were 

eligible for social assistance. Discourses and legislation governing eligibility for social assistance is examined in 

light of both general elite ideologies of responsibility and the political pressures resulting from electoral politics. 

2. Migration, Social Policy, and the Idea of Pan-Africanism: Rethinking the 

conceptual framework 

Author: Jimi Adesina, DST/NRF SARChI Chair in Social Policy, College of Graduate Studies, University of South 

Africa, City of Tshwane, South Africa.E-mail: adesij@unisa.ac.za 

The ideas of pan-Africanism and regional integration was originally constructed largely as a cultural, political and 

economic agenda. But pan-Africanism and regional integration are ultimately about people and their movement. 

Free movement of people assumes access to social provisioning in the locale of residence. Yet the discourse of 

social policy assumes rights inscribed on bearers of citizenship. If for TH Marshall access to rights reaches it epoch 

with social rights, these are nonetheless bound in the language of citizenship. Extension to such rights to non-
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citizens is often circumscribed. Underpinning social rights is an assumption of states with obligations to provide 

such rights. 

The AU Agenda 2063 sets out a vision to ñenhance free movement of African citizens in all African countries by 

2018ò and the issuance of óthe African Passport.ò This is linked to two migration policy instruments of the Union: 

the AU Migration Policy Framework for Africa (2006) and African Common Position on Migration and 

Development (2006). The principle of non-discrimination in the Framework and the implied rights assumed in 

bearers of óAfrican passportô inhabit a double paradox: on the one hand, the moment of invocation of such principles 

(and the heightened deployment of the language of universal human rights to underpin social provisioning) is also 

one in which the stateôs public obligations for social provisioning is being severely retrenched on the continent. 

Public provisioning is often reduced to targeted poor-centric social assistance. On the other, is the privileging, in 

practice, of trade and financial flows over people. 

Rethinking the nexus of social policy in the context of migration requires rethinking not simply the state/citizens 

nexus but state/residents nexus. Stateôs obligations that extend to migrants derive from the obligations the state 

accepts it owes to its own citizens, framed within the principle of universalism. At its best, it is underpinned by the 

principle of ófrom each according to his/her ability and to each according to his/her needs.ô It involves twinning 

production with redistribution. This paper offers such rethinking of the nexus of migration and social policy. At the 

heart of this is sensitivity to the diversity of migration. 

3. óFinancial Inclusion via Social Cash Transfers: The Case of South Africaô 

Author: Lena Sophia Gronbach, Human Economy Programme, University of Pretoria, South Africa. 

E-mail:  Lena.Gronbach@up.ac.za; Lenagronbach@hotmail.com 

In recent years, two separate but potentially complementary trends have emerged in the global South: the 

emergence of digital payment technologies with their enormous potential to boost financial inclusion, and the 

extension of social cash transfer programmes as a means to address poverty and inequality. Increasingly, these 

two developments are being translated into a single headline objective: to replace cash-based payments with digital 

transfers into ófinancially inclusiveô accounts, thus promoting financial inclusion among the recipients of social cash 

transfers. According to the proponents of this strategy, this will create a ótriple-win scenarioô, benefitting the state, 

private financial companies, and the poor alike. 

South Africa, which boasts the largest social cash transfer system on the continent, has assumed a pioneering role 

in implementing this óG2P approachô. In light of the growing interest among African policymakers in implementing 

similar programmes, the South African case thus holds valuable lessons for other developing countries. Yet, the 

case has not been without controversy and has revealed a number of important issues with regard to the use of 

digital G2P payments as a means to promote financial inclusion. Moreover, the South African government has 

failed to reap the potentially large benefits of ómobile moneyô technologies, relying instead on the traditional banking 

infrastructure. 

This paper outlines how South Africa used its rapidly expanding social grant system to óbank the unbankedô and 

discusses the main issues that emerged in this process. These include the protection of beneficiary data, the 

harshly-criticized practice of cross-selling financial services to grant recipients, debit deductions from beneficiariesô 

bank accounts, the relationship between the state and its financial contractor, and the considerable cost of the 

current system. The paper argues that, despite its potential to act as a catalyst for financial inclusion, the óG2P 

approachô in its current form requires considerable fine-tuning in order to work for instead of against the poor. 

 

 

Panel 39 

Beyond Warfare ï Consolidating Africaôs Piecemeal Peace 
Panel organiser: Anders Themnér, Nordic Africa Institute, Sweden and Department of Peace and Conflict 

Research, Uppsala University, Sweden.E-mail: anders.themner@nai.uu.se 

The African continent is commonly associated with civil wars, authoritarianism and coups. In fact, Africa is the 

worldôs most conflict-afflicted continent, with one third of all inter- and intra-state armed conflicts since 1946. Despite 

these bleak statistics ï and ongoing civil wars in countries such as the Central African Republic, Mali, Somalia and 

South Sudan ï there are reasons for hope. Not only have large parts of Western Africa transitioned itself from 

zones of war to zones of peace, countries such as Botswana, Malawi and Zambia have withstood armed domestic 

strife since independence. In order to consolidate the peace in these zones, it is imperative to address elite-mass 

dynamics in the context of transitional electoral politics. While elite-pacts and ótransformedô (ex-
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military/authoritarian) leaders can play a vital role creating the stability needed to strengthen democratic institutions, 

it is vital to create enough political space for the emergence of new political forces and grass-root mobilization. The 

question is how this can be done without cementing authoritarian and militant norms and creating incentives for 

electoral violence and fearmongering. The panels invites contributions that seek to address these 

important questions.  

 

Approved abstracts panel 39 
1. An African Peace Puzzle: Explaining Peace in Botswana, Malawi and Zambia 

Author: Johan Brosché, Department of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University, Sweden & Kristine 

Höglund, Department of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University, Sweden. 

E-mail: johan.brosche@pcr.uu.se and Kristine.hoglund@pcr.uu.se 

Africa is the worldôs most conflict-affected region with one third of all inter- and intra-state armed conflicts since 

1946 taking place on the continent. However, this bleak picture is not all-embracing. This paper aims to explain 

why peace has prevailed in Malawi, Botswana, and Zambia since they gained independence, despite all their 

neighbors being engaged in armed conflict. Three factors are identified as important for understanding how and 

what form of peace that has developed in each country. First, the three countries share a history of less intrusive 

forms of colonial intervention and comparatively peaceful struggles for independence. This provided them with a 

strong foundation to develop peaceful self-governance. Second, in the absence of violence, less exclusionary 

ethnic identities formed as a basis for social organization in society. This is not to imply that ethnic identity does 

not matter, merely that it has been a less polarizing force in politics and society broadly. Third, the countries share 

a tradition of the same elite remaining in power for long periods of time. While this practice has manifested in 

different political dynamics in each country and has had certain negative implications for the societies at large, it 

has simultaneously ensured relative stability at the top political level, and prevented violent mobilization of the 

masses. 

2. Preaching Peace or Fear? Explaining the Electoral Rhetoric of Warlord 

Democrats in Liberia 

Author: Anders Themnér, Nordic Africa Institute and Department of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala 

University, Sweden & Roxanna Sjostedt, Department of Political Science, Lund University, Sweden. 

E-mail: anders.themner@pcr.uu.se and Roxanna.sjostedt@svet.lu.se 

Post-civil war democracies are often characterized by intense electorate competition between ex-military leaders, 

or ówarlord democratsô (WDs), and new political elites. In order to ensure continued political relevance WDs can 

either choose to keep wartime cleavages alive by engaging in a rhetoric of fear or seek to ease societal tensions 

by employing a rhetoric of peace. WDsô choice of rhetoric can have a profound impact on durable peace by altering 

broader societal discourses concerning the legitimacy of using violence. A key question is therefore why some 

WDs employ a rhetoric of fear, and others a rhetoric of peace, when running for office? So far, no studies have 

investigated this puzzle. We argue that the choice of rhetoric is a function of the strength of WDsô patronage 

networks; if WDs lose their ability to distribute economic resources, they may instead use a rhetoric of fear to rally 

voters. To highlight the explanatory value of this proposition, we conduct a structured, focused comparison of two 

Liberian WDs who ran for the Senate in 2005 ï Adolphus Dolo and Prince Johnson. 

3. Learning Whom to Vote: The Case of Postconflict Education in Rwanda 

Author: VojtŊch Ġmol²k, Department of Politics, University of Hradec Kr§lov®, Czech Republic. 

E-mail: vojtech.smolik@uhk.cz 

Before the 1994 genocide, education system in Rwanda had been widely misused by the radical Hutu elites to 

reinforce the social divisions among majority Hutu populace and minor Tutsi. As a result, teachers and students 

became both victims and perpetrators of mass killings. Despite the extreme conditions, functioning of schools was 

restored only two months after the end of the genocide. With schools´ infrastructure nearly completely destroyed, 

however, the system faced severe challenges. Under the social pillar of the postconflict reconstruction, intensive 

investments in rebuilding schools, training teachers and strengthening their capacities, curriculum reform and 

instutitional setting thus became central to the ministry of education. Under the guise of victory, however, the 

education has been tailored to the needs of newly established elites in the entourage of president Paul Kagame. 

This paper aims to show the complexity of postconflict education reform, stressing out its role in raising a new 

generation of citizens unconditionally obedient to the current regime, not challenging the hegemonic RPF´s position 
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during the elections nor in general. Based on a unique field research conducted on ten primary schools across the 

country in 2017, it exposes the realities of education controlled by the elites through a hidden curriculum, teaching 

patriotism and citizenship distorted to the needs of the regime. As methods, interviews with primary education 

teachers, other academic staff and experts, non-participant observation of selected classes and analysis of learning 

materials and curricula were adopted. 

4. The Everyday Politics of Electoral Violence in Sierra Leone 

Author: Mimmi Söderberg Kovacs, Folke Bernadotte Accdademy, Sweden. 

E-mail: mimmi.soderbergkovacs@fba.se 

In contrast to many other countries across the Africa continent, elections in Sierra Leone have generally been 

considered a success for both peace and democracy. Considering that less than two decades ago, this small 

country in West Africa was on the brink of state collapse following a long and destructive civil war, the very 

holding of regular post-war elections represent a significant break with the past. The voter turnout has generally 

been high, there is a strong civil society enagements in the electoral processes, the work of the National Electoral 

Commission (NEC) has generally been praised for its competence and integrity, and the country is one of few in 

the region that has seen no less than two peaceful turn-over of governments in recent years. 

Yet, at the same time, there have been many and numerous incidents of electoral violence occurring far from the 

gazing eyes of international and domestic election observers. Local bye-elections in particular have borne 

witness to riots, arson, clashes between party supporters and security elements and attacks on both candidates 

and voters. Incidents of intra-party violence has often exceeded inter-party violence in the post-war period and 

individual politicians have successfully transformed their wartime skills to political assets in the razor sharp 

competition within the established political parties. Gangs and former ex-combatants are often remobilized for 

violence long before the electoral campaigns, and rifts within the national political parties often have repercussion 

on patronage politics at the local level. The purpose of this paper is to address these issues, and cast light on the 

phenomena of everyday politics of electoral violence in Sierra Leone. As such, the paper makes an important 

theoretical as well as empirical contribution to the emerging scholarly literature on election-related violence, 

where the sub-national perceptive is still in its infancy. 

5. Converts to Democracy? Ex-Military Leaders in Electoral Democracies 

Author: Henrik Angerbrandt, Department of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University, Sweden & Anders 

Themnér, Nordic Africa Institute & Department of Peace and Conflict Research, Uppsala University, Sweden. 

E-mail: henrik.angerbrandt@pcr.uu.se and anders.themner@pcr.uu.se 

This paper examines how ex-military leaders relate to their military identities in an electoral setting by examining 

two former Nigerian military rulers that have reappeared as elected presidents. Whereas there is a large literature 

that probes the institutional and structural conditions for democratic consolidation in democratizing countries, there 

are few studies looking at ex-military leaders as individuals and how their electoral/democratic navigations affect 

the quality of democracy (e.g. securitize institutions). Based on speeches by Olusegun Obasanjo and Muhammadu 

Buhari, we propose two alternative strategies for ex-military leaders to handle their backgrounds. One is to diversify 

their identities and communicate various identities where the military happen to be one. The second strategy is to 

concentrate the electoral persona around the background in military leadership. We analyse the ways in which 

these different strategies are expressed in three attitudinal fields towards electoral institutions. Based on previous 

research, there are reasons to suspect that how they build their identities should affect to what extent they try to 

securitize institutions. A diversified identity could be expected to be more benign towards democratic rules, whereas 

a concentrated military identity could be expected to result in more securitized institutions. However, we find the 

somewhat counterintuitive result that a diversified identity gives at least the same, if not greater, possibilities to 

transgress democratic norms. Our proposed explanation to this result is that a concentrated military identity entails 

a need to prove the transformation to a democrat more consistently than an ex-military leader with a diversified 

identity. 

 

 

Panel 40 

Suspicious Medical Matters 
Panel organiser: Ulrika Trovalla, Department of Cultural Anthropology and Ethnology, Forum for Africa Studies, 

Uppsala University, Sweden. E-mail: ulrika.trovalla@antro.uu.se 
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In many African societies where trust has been eroded by economic harshness or social tensions, questions 

continuously arise about what is really going on behind the scene. This is especially true in matters of health, 

disease, and medicine, as they touch people where they are the most vulnerable. In these settings, suspicions 

multiply, involving neighbors as well as states, foreign countries as well as NGOs and pharmaceutical companies. 

Since bodies, information and matter have become increasingly mobile across the African continent and beyond, 

the same is true for medicines, diseases, and the narratives that surround them. Rumors and suspicions about 

diseases ï their origins, victims, healers, and how they can be prevented or cured ï travel quickly across nations, 

or indeed the African continent at large, through text messages and social media. 

Peopleôs stress of falling ill is made worse by their sense of suspicion towards institutions, healthcare providers 

and treatments, whether they are conventional or traditional, stemming from narratives and experiences of poorly 

run hospitals, incompetent doctors, and expired or counterfeit medicines. Absorbed into the body, medicines are 

also often suspect of being vehicles of malignant intent beyond mere capitalist greed, such as poisons prepared 

by enemies. Similarly, suspicion is directed towards the origin and spread of diseases, whom they affect and how 

they enter the body. These suspicions become real in the way they shape peopleôs actions ï their everyday choices. 

No matter if it is the state, donors, producers or sellers of medicine, healthcare providers, patients or ordinary 

citizen they all have to relate to, operate in, and try to maneuver in these medical landscapes of suspicion. This 

panel invites presentations that focus on the complexes of suspicion, which connect to healthcare institutions, 

healthcare providers, medicines as well as the movement, and transmission of diseases. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 40 

1. Wealth of waters: Diviners at the source of the White Nile in Uganda 

Author: Terje Østergaard, The Nordic Africa Institute, Uppsala, Sweden.E-mail: terje.oestigaard@nai.uu.se 

The historic source of the White Nile at the outlet of Lake Victoria in Uganda was the Ripon Falls before it was 

dammed. The next waterfalls are the Bujagali and Itanda, the former being dammed and a dam is planned at the 

latter. The very forces of the torrential waters in waterfalls are testimonies and physical manifestations of the powers 

of the river spirits residing in the waterfalls. The most powerful waterfalls are believed to be the homes of the 

strongest and most superior spirits. And these mighty divinities embody particular healers or diviners they have 

chosen as their earthly representatives. The very water is not holy, but because it is not holy the role of water in 

society and religion is more omnipotent and omnipresent than in world religions. The healers are at the very 

epicentre in this cosmology; both feared and revered. The water is the source of wealth, but also for witchcraft. 

Moreover, not only is the church condemning many of the practices, but also many believers are horrified by the 

alleged human sacrifices to the Bujagali Falls.  Even among the diviners there are disputes about who the true 

mediums are and who are charlatans and cheaters. Still, by being the intermediaries between humans and gods, 

the diviners are believed to be mediums for wealth and prosperity. Thus, this paper will address the suspiciousness 

surrounding the healers and their practices at the source of the White Nile. 

2. Suspecting an epidemic: Burkinabé health workers observing the Ebola 

outbreak in West Africa 

Author: Lise Rosendal Østergaard, University of Copenhagen, Denmark. E-mail: liserose_dk@hotmail.com 

During the Ebola outbreak in 2014, the West African region was subject to intense media coverage of the dire 

consequences of this epidemic. The media published accounts from the directly affected countries of self-sacrificing 

and heroic health workers but also of outrage, violence and riots directed by the local population against frontline 

nurses and doctors. Although Burkina Faso did not experience any cases of Ebola, the health workers I interviewed 

felt directly affected by the outbreak as they were preparing mentally and technically for receiving patients in their 

poorly equipped health clinics. Health workersô stress of being exposed to this contagious disease was being made 

worse by their suspicion of the governmentôs inability ïand possibly unwillingness ï to protect its employees against 

work related hazards and risk. Rumors played a central role in how health workers assessed their own exposure 

to a potential outbreak.  

Based on extensive ethnographic fieldwork among rural health workers in Burkina Faso and taking its point of 

departure in a situational analysis, this presentation will discuss the role of rumors, suspicions and (lack of) trust 

between front line health workers and the government. It is a central argument of the presentation that the 

heightened awareness of Ebola risk fleshed out already existing tensions between health professionals and the 

government. To develop this argument, I will use empirical observations of health worker practices and of how 

nurses and doctors carefully manage and reflect upon the practical and technological means that are available to 

them to sustain a basic level of safety. 
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3. "The Skulls of Bald Men, Blood Suckers, and Witchcraft": Folklore and 

Disease in Malawi 

Author: Chisomo Kalinga, Edinburgh University, UK & Rodney Likaku, Uppsala Universitet, Sweden. 

E-mail: Chisomo.Kalinga@ed.ac.uk and rodney.likaku@engelska.uu.se 

This paper offers a critical inquiry into the imaginative role and function of folklore and storytelling in framing 

discourses of occultism and health in contemporary Malawi. It is an absurd reality to live in a sub-Saharan African 

country where the leaders promise people immortality and yet do not offer inadequate medical facilities or 

structures. As a result, the people turn fiction to narrate and makes sense of disease. This is the case in Malawi 

where beliefs in witchcraft and the supernatural are widespread with the accused belonging to the most vulnerable 

sections of society: the elderly, disabled, and the mentally ill. Increasingly, practitioners of healthcare have been 

targeted as practitioners as well. 

The point of departure is the work of social scientists who have been adept in identifying the resurgence of 

witchcraft and supernatural in health as a response to modernity; however, the view is this model is outdated 

especially in reading the context of Malawi. Therefore we examine the complex system of traditional belief, isolation, 

and the poverty as it intersects with collective beliefs in madness, the supernatural, and ill health. Fundamentally, 

rather than rely on the vocabulary supplied by the media which is inclined to the primitive, and the primal; we lean 

towards allegory, metaphor and the symbolism associated with disease and the forms in which it is narrated and 

circulated in Malawian communities. 

Ketwords: Africa, myths, narrative, storytelling, medicine, poverty and systems 

4. Medicine and Poison: Movements of Evil in a Nigerian City 

Author: Ulrika Trovalla, Uppsala University, Sweden. E-mail: ulrika.trovalla@antro.uu.se 

With the violence that broke out in the Nigerian city of Jos on Friday, 7 September 2001, and which came to be 

known as óthe crisisô, feelings of suspicion, fear, and hate became everyday companions in the urban landscape. 

While the Other increasingly came to be conjured up in terms of the Evil Other, Christians and Muslims moved 

away from each other, gates were closed, and no-go areas emerged ï an increasingly religious and 

compartmentalised landscape came into being. Simultaneously as people moved apart to feel safer, there emerged 

a new fear ï a fear that brought a novel anxiety and presence into the urban landscape. As borders between 

different areas became thicker people stopped crossing them, but there were other malevolent things that with new 

intensity did. These were matters that were based on a tension between presence and absence. Medicine, water 

and food ï seemingly mundane matters ï came to be imbued with the essence of evil. In their capacity to move 

beyond their makers, they became manifestations of an enemy residing in an elusive elsewhere. In a very real 

sense, places became haunted by absent others. 

5. Mapping suspicion surrounding HIV/AIDS through the analysis of South 

African fictional literature 

Author: Roberta Biasiotto, University of Bologna, Italy. E-mail: r.biasiotto@gmail.com 

South Africa is one of the most affected countries by HIV/AIDS worldwide and has been dramatically hit by the 

HIV/AIDS epidemic. The perception, the impact, and the representation of the disease have been given expression 

through the literary responses to the epidemic. The present research aims at exploring and mapping the suspicion 

that the HIV/AIDS epidemic in South Africa has been surrounded with, by analysing selected novels written by 

South African writers. The novels Welcome to Our Hillbrow by Phaswane Mpe, After Tears by Niq Mhlongo 

and High Low In-between by Imraan Coovadia - published in 2001, 2007, and 2009, respectively - showed that 

suspicion was spread and directed towards both the main features of the disease and to all the stages of the 

epidemic: the origin and the transmission of the disease, the drivers of the epidemic, the treatment and the 

therapeutic strategies were under scrutiny and became contested territory of rumors, theories and conspiracy. In 

the novels, suspicion around HIV/AIDS is expressed through gossiping, myth and circulating narratives and is 

fueled by shame and blame. Suspicion is deeply informed by historical experiences such as the experience of 

apartheid and the tension between tradition and modernity, and by supposed dichotomic epistemologies and 

opposing ways of understanding the world. The present anthropological analysis of selected South African novels 

aims at contributing to get an insight into the complex and multifaceted scenario of the anxieties, expressed as 

suspicion, evoked by the HIV/AIDS epidemic in South Africa. 

6. "From ódeath housesô to ómiracleô hospitals": Transformation of the 

Zimbabwean Public Health System, 2000-2017 
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Author: Ivo Mhike, International Studies Group, University of the Free State, South Africa. 

E-mail: mhike2013@gmail.com 

This study explores the changes in public health seeking behaviour among Zimbabweans under economic crisis. 

The post 2000 Zimbabwean economy was characterised by hyperinflation and infrastructural collapse which 

severely affected social service delivery. Government funded health at every level experienced debilitating budget 

cuts, shortage of drugs and a haemorrhage of health personnel. By 2007 the parlous state of government medical 

institutions had spawned a pervasive image of government hospitals as ódeath housesô forcing the public to find 

alternative health. The private-public mission health institutions provided alternative health and inspite of some 

measure of economic stability and government effort to revive its medical institutions (2009-2013), mistrust of 

government institutions increased. Meanwhile, mission health institutions entered a new dawn as the efficient and 

cheap public health alternative. Mission hospitals, it was claimed, were also endowed with óspiritualô and 

ómiraculousô powers of healing and health which went beyond the work of physicians and drugs. Through the use 

of newspapers, interviews and secondary literature, this paper uses the case of public health as a lens into public 

mistrust of and anxiety about a moribund state whose capacity for social service delivery was failing.  It also 

engages the debate on the role of  private-public health players in increasingly failing African economies and the 

pursuit of  the Millennium and Sustainable Development Goals on health. 

7. Suspicions and Deadly Strategies: Challenges in achieving the 90-90-90 

target in Ghana 

Author: Benjamin Kobina Kwansa & Deborah Atobrah, Institute of African Studies University of Ghana, Ghana. 

E-mail: bkkwansa@ug.edu.gh and DAtobrah@ug.edu.gh 

The Joint United Nations Program on HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS) set the 90-90-90 global target for the coverage of 

anti-retroviral therapy (ART) to be reached by 2020; 90% of all people infected with HIV know their status, 90% of 

them are on ART, and 90% of them will have full viral load suppression. Data from UNAIDS shows that  less than 

50% of the persons living with HIV in Ghana know their status, with just about 34% of the persons who know their 

status on antiretroviral treatment as the end of 2016. This is a major blow towards achieving the third 90% of viral 

suppression, with less than two years to the target line. Fighting stigmatization has been identified as one peculiarity 

that must be surmounted for results to be improved. 

This paper explores the complex strategies of PLHIV, howbeit deadly, in a setting where HIV prevalence is 

comparatively low, bringing to the fore their negotiations between resignation to fate and the struggle for survival 

as they cope with high levels of suspicion; from families, community members, and health workers. The paper 

argues that these ósuspicionsô impact both positively and negatively on the lives of the PLHIV, influencing decisions 

to test, access to treatment services when found to be positive, and taking antiretroviral therapy 

religiously.  Suspicions thus have consequences on achieving the 90-90-90 target. 

This paper draws largely form a multi-perspective study that aimed at exploring the barriers (and motivations) to 

accessing counseling, testing, and treatment services in the Ashanti Region of Ghana. This aspect of the work is 

an ethnography of which the researchers have followed 49-HIV positive persons and their families since 2007. It 

combines observations, conversations, and in-depth interviews to elicit data from the respondents. 

Keywords: Suspicion; HIV/AIDS; Antiretroviral; Global Target; Strategies; Ethnography 

8. Rumours, Suspicion and Changes in Health Care Consumption in Conflict 

Affected Areas in Nigeria 

Author: Victor Adetula, Nordic Africa Institute, Uppsala, Sweden. E-mail: victor.adetula@nai.uu.se 

Fear and suspicion thrive so well with the help of rumours particularly in conflict zones where parties in conflict are 

polarized along ethnic and religious lines.  In such situations, political use of rumours, suspicion, and fear is well 

pronounced as parties in conflict regularly deploy various forms of propaganda to create a climate of fear and as 

well project their opponents as the óreason and causeô of their unpleasant conditions. The activities of insurgents, 

rebels and terrorists qualify as extreme cases of the political use of rumours and fear against the state. In countries 

where the state has lost its capacity to provide the necessities of life to most of the population, the activities of 

rebels and insurgents have thrived. Also, in many Africa countries where conflicts along primordial identities, parties 

in conflicts have used rumours, suspicion and fears to gain upper edge. In such societies prolonged violent conflicts 

have weakened state institutions and structures of governance. For instance, the technical, financial, and 

infrastructural capacities needed to provide health care are lacking. Also, water and sanitation facilities may have 

been damaged by the fighting. Usually to fill the gaps are plethora of informal networks that linked to governance 

structures that also relate privately to the economy. Building on the assumption that ñin societies where trust has 

been eroded by economic harshness or social tensions, questions continuously arise about what is really going on 
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behind the sceneò, this paper acknowledges changes in the trends and patterns in the health care consumption in 

the conflicts zones in Nigeria since the return of the country to civil rule in 1999, and thereafter examines the status 

and roles of rumours and suspicion as the key variables. Understanding of the links have significant implications 

for peace building and other related benefits to the policy environment.     

9. Suspicions around misoprostol. A socio-anthropological study in Burkina 

Faso 

Author: Fatoumata Ouattara-Traoré, Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD), UMR Laboratoire 

Population et Développement (LPED), Lomé, Togo.  E-mail: Fatou.Ouattara@ird.fr 

Initially used in the treatment of gastric ulcers, other efficiencies were then proven in the use of misoprostol in 

obstetric care: treatment of postpartum haemorrhage, acceleration of delivery, post-natal care abortion and the 

practice of abortion. These varied efficiencies have made misoprostol as a drug that plays a role in reducing 

maternal mortality in low income countries. 

Following the recommendations of the World Health Organization for the effectiveness of this drug in reducing 

maternal mortality in developing countries, each state is led to decline the procedures and standards for its use 

and availability in public health structures. 

The purpose of this paper is to describe and analyze the institutional logics and local professional practices related 

to misoprostol enrollment in maternity services in Burkina Faso. 

The presentation is based on a qualitative approach and socio-anthropological surveys conducted in Ouagadougou 

for several years (2010 to 2016) with different actors (ministries of health, NGOs and associations). 

The official recognition of misoprostol is a process that involves a variety of actors and relationships that crystallize 

the sensitivity to face the issue of abortion in the public square. 

The confrontation of logic is based on the statement of suspicion about the purpose of misoprostol use. The 

perspective of tackling maternal mortality is thus confronted with local suspicions and fears that misoprostol use 

for abortion will open the door to empowering women to control their sexuality. 

Misoprostol questions the reports of policymakers and carers about the issue of abortion  and maternal mortality. 

The analysis of these logics necessarily involves the perceptions that local actors have of imported products and 

their uses. Misoprostol questions crossover  issues on the fight against maternal mortality on the one hand and the 

issue of emancipation of the woman / control of her sexuality. 

 

 

Panel 41 

Terrorism and forced migration in Africa in the 21st 

century 
Panel organiser: Delmas Tsafack, The Muntu Institute, Yaounde, Cameroon. 

E-mail: tsafackdelmas@gmail.com 

The relationship between migration and security concepts has regained its importance since early 21st century in 

Africa. Before this time, forced migration was caused by civil war, state violence, genocide, etc. Terrorism has 

created since this time lot of displacements in the continent. Millions of people have fled the territory controlled by 

terrorist and violent extremist groups. This situation forced African states to strengthen their migration policies. The 

fact that the perpetrators of the attacks were foreigners has left question marks in the minds as to the effectiveness 

of the border security and migration control systems. The trans-border and transnational characteristics of terrorism 

made it an important issue of mobility within and outside the African countries. We therefore have influx of 

international migrants in neighboring states and displaced people inside countries threatened by terrorism. These 

migrants can be terrorists and terrorists can be migrants in a number of ways. This calls researchers to reflect 

about the relationship between terrorism and migration in Africa. 
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Approved abstracts panel 41 

Session 1 

1. Christian Missionary's Response to the Management of Internally Displaced 

Persons (IDPs): A Case Study of Uhogua IDP Camp, Edo State, Nigeria 

Author: Daniel Olisa Iweze, Department of History & International Studies, University of Benin, Benin-City, 

Nigeria. E-mail: danielolisa2@gmail.com 

Boko Haram terrorist attacks in the Nigeria`s Northeast region since 2009 had caused the displacement of many 

civilians who fled their homes for safety in other areas. It was reported that over one million people were displaced 

by the insurgent`s onslaughts thereby making Nigeria to have the highest number of Internally Displaced Person 

in Africa and ranks third in the world. The displaced persons were resettled in twenty-two camps in Northeast states 

of Borno, Gombe, Taraba, Adamawa, Bauchi, Yobe and others which posed great challenge to the government. 

The poor management of the IDPs by the Nigeria`s authorities and its  agencies such as National Emergency 

Management Agency and National Commission for Refugees, Migration and Internally Displaced Persons has 

made it problematic for efficient resettlement, rehabilitation and reintegration of the IDPs into the society. The IDPs 

had suffered from acute deprivation, malnutrition, diseases, poor health care, education and other vulnerabilities 

such as  sexual exploitation, abuse, rape, insurgentôs physical attacks coupled with corrupt practices of government 

officials. It is view of these challenges that this paper examines the role of the International Christian Centre in the 

management of the IDPs in Uhogua, in Edo State, Southern Nigeria which hosts an estimated 2,421 Internally 

Displaced Persons (IDPs) from the Northeast and neighbouring countries through collaboration between the centre 

and some Christian clergies in the Northeast. This paper contends that despite the constraints, the Christian 

missionary had played immensurable role by complementing the government`s efforts in tackling the IDP menace 

especially the only IDP camp at Uhogua through the provision of education, skill acquisition, healthcare and 

empowerment of the youth and women and proper reintegration of the IDPs into the society. 

2. Terrorism and mobility control in Cameroon in the era of Boko Haram 

insurgency 

Author: Delmas Tsafack, The Muntu Institute, Yaounde, Cameroon. E-mail: tsafackdelmas@gmail.com 

Improving the ability to constrain terrorist movements also passes through mobility control. It is part of 

counterterrorism. As a subfield of counterterrorism, terrorist mobility encompasses the study of terrorist 

movements, and how to both counter and exploit them. Terrorism engenders the enhancement of security 

measures within and toward the borders of states threatened by terrorist attacks. Since the trigger of the Boko 

Haram insurgency, Cameroon has strengthened security measures concerning people and goods mobility. These 

measures concerned control at the entrance and within major cities and borderlands. Identification checkpoints 

were multiplied within the country. Mobility in cities of or from/to the Northern Cameroon was highly impacted. Major 

cities as Yaounde and Douala were also under surveillance. Vehicles entering these major cities and their 

passengers were screened by police officers. Based on observations and interviews of citizens and police/military 

officers concerned by security measures during their travel from one city to another or from Cameroon to abroad, 

this paper has the ambition to analyze security measures, concerning mobility, taken by Cameroonian authorities 

to counter the Boko Haram insurgency and their impact on the daily life of citizens. The paper will examine the 

modus operandi of these mobility controls due to Boko Haram and analyze the effectiveness of these measures. It 

concludes that mobility control in wartime is an important asset to counter the terrorist spread. 

3. óóAfrican Borders in context of Antiterrorism. Evidence from forceful 

repatriations of Nigerian Refugees in Cameroonôô 

Author: Mireille Manga, Department of International Politics, IRIC, University of Yaounde II, Cameroon. 

E-mail: ruthmireille@gmail.com 

What becomes African borders in context of Antiterrorism? Globalisation, which goes hand in hand with circulation, 

flows, cooperation and collaboration for international joint responsibilities, contrasts with multiple forced repatriation 

in the name of security, and on the contrary reveals many lines of breaking open and division. Contrary to the ñend 

of territoriesò or their ñdeconstructionò as announced by some authors, contemporary borders tend to present 

human threats to security more than ever, as they simultaneously ñuniteò for cooperation and ñdivideò, for security 

and òsecuritisationò of territories. In fact, the recent irregular collaboration of Cameroon and Nigeriaôs governments, 
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the sudden closures of Equato-Guinean borders, all like the strategies to limit the influx of migrants and refugees 

scared away by war as well as victims of political violence are at the core of this project. 

The methodology is based on a purely qualitative approach, with which we intend to test the theoretical hypothesis 

of the consolidation of the policies of suspicion within a context of African States' war against terrorism, in line with 

the obligation to cooperate as requested by global governance purposes, while confronting topical issues resorting 

from actorsô discourses (governmental and non-governmental) and intersecting individual human rights and the 

political obligations of States, on the one hand, and the greatest strategic security concerns, on the other hand, 

with the help of conceptual tools drawn from the field of social representations. 

 

Session 2 
1. Migrating to Jihadi Utopia Next Door: Kenyan Militants, Territoriality and 

Remaking of a Regional Terror Group in Somalian Conflict 

Author: Halkano Abdi Wario, Volkswagen Foundation and Egerton University, Kenya. 

E-mail: hwario@egerton.ac.ke 

Way before unilateral incursion of Somalia and subsequent ouster of al-Shabaab terrorist group from Kismayu 

and other key towns by Kenya Defence Force in October 2011, young men especially from Nairobiôs low-income 

suburb of Majengo radicalised by local and national discourses of urban disenfranchisement and marginality 

underwent gradual but exponential migration to Somalia as al-Shabaab jihadists. Since then they have featured 

as a distinct and largest group of non-Somalian fighters within the rank and file of the al-Qaeda linked jihadi outfit 

and even hold middle cadre positions. The paper is based on analysis of the jihadistsô Swahili language 

magazine Gaidi Mtaani and audio-visual materials produced by Kenyan militants and their Somalian counterparts 

and group and individual interviews in Nairobi and Mombasa conducted in 2017/18. It interrogates history, trends 

and enticing rationale ofKenyan militants joining al-Shabaab, explore spatial imagination of Somalia as puritan 

utopia in materialities produced by the group and finally examine impact of Kenyan fighters on the terror groups 

self promotion and internationalisation of its jihadist agenda in the Horn of Africa region. This paper hopes to 

contribute to empirical analysis of dynamism of inter-Africa jihadi migrations and subsequent configurations of 

citizen-state and regional stability and transnationalisation of enduring intra-state conflicts. 

 

2. Somali Somali or Kenyan Somali: A Case Study of the Nexus Between 

Migration and Radicalization in Kenya 

Author: Josephine Atieno Ochiel, Parisian Laboratory of Social Psychology, University of Paris, Nanterre, France. 

E-mail: jose.atieno@gmail.com 

Some international borders in Africa have been described as nothing more than a line drawn in thesand and 

stretching for hundreds of miles. Kenya shares such a border withSomalia resulting in an influx of Somali refugees 

through the northeastern region predominantly occupied by Kenyan Somalis. Unfortunately, this section of the 

country has been sidelined by successive governments and a common joke goes that it is not part of Kenya. It is 

often difficult for a Somali youth to obtain identification documents, making it impossible for them to get employment 

occasioning a lack of opportunity and poverty among them. The arrival of Somali refugees in the midst of such a 

disenfranchised Kenyan Somali youth population is believed to lead to the importation of Somali-grown terrorism, 

thanks to Al-Shabaab. The Kenyan youth are thought to resort to violent extremism in order to vent their frustrations 

with government. Indeed, terrorism in Kenya has been linked to the structural alienation of [certain] populations, 

discrimination and poverty. This paper that culminates from a desk review of empirical studies and analyses on 

terrorism in Kenya attempts to draw the nexus between immigration of Somali refugees and radicalization in Kenya 

by synthesizing the amalgamation of these issues. 

3. Radicalization and migration of Sudanese youth to the terrorist caliphate: 

Policies and challenges 

Author: Salma Abdalla, Department of International Environment and Development Studies (Noragric), 

Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Norway. E-mail: salma.abdalla@nmbu.no 

Recently, Sudan has witnessed increasing number of young Sudanese who joined the Islamic State and they 

migrated to the terrorist caliphate. There are number of motivation that lead Sudanese youth to migrate to terrorist 

caliphate including push and pull factors. The push factors of this transnational jihad include feelings of alienation, 

isolation and identity questions among young Sudanese. Many young people are easy target for 
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radicalization because of an increasing feeling that Muslim countries are under attack by western powers. There is 

also lack of trust in the international communityôs role to realize justice; therefore, growing number of young 

Sudanese are attracted to migrate to terrorist caliphate, which is seen as utopia. It appears the images of everyday 

life in the caliphate is appealing for many Sudanese youth and attracts them to migrate there, as it provides them 

feelings of brotherhood/sisterhood and belonging. The terrorist caliphate seems to offer these young Sudanese a 

spiritual purpose, humanitarian cause as well as it empower them. For counterterrorism efforts and policymaking, 

this paper proposes to focus on the root causes of the process of migration of Sudanese youth to terrorist caliphate 

and the paper poses the following question: what makes young Sudanese vulnerable to migrate to terrorist 

caliphate? What kind of messages and narratives do terrorist recruiters utilizes to radicalize/brainwash these young 

Sudanese to entice them to migrate to the terrorist caliphate? What types of media are being used in the recruitment 

process? Is it cyber or/and face-to-face communication? Who are these recruiters? This paper will give especial 

attention to both the bottom-up and top-down radicalization and migration processes of the young Sudanese, 

because apparently not all of the youth are passive victims of the terroristôs indoctrination, rather many of them are 

also active supporters of the terrorist caliphate ideals. 

 

 

Panel 42 

Voice for the voiceless: knowledge, technology and 

transformation 
Panel organisers: Paula Uimonen, Department of Social Anthropology, Stockholm University, Sweden & Vicensia 

Shule, University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.  

E-mail: paula.uimonen@socant.su.se and vicensiashule@yahoo.com 

We are living in a time of intensified mobility. Our lives are characterized by multiple movements, migrations from 

one space to the other, physically or technologically. These movements are mediated through new communication 

and media technologies, which shape our daily lives as well as our social and political engagements. The sharing 

and exchange of information and knowledge has become so central to shaping the activities and outlooks of people 

in all spheres of life that it is hard to think of mobility without mobiles and other forms of communication 

technology.  The sharing and exchange of knowledge can be in the form of images, words, sounds, artistic 

expressions and other sociocultural modes. This panel focuses on the circulation and exchange of knowledge in 

various forms and how it transforms societies. It focuses on how technology has facilitated communication by giving 

the voiceless voices in ómarginalizedô areas in Africa. While recognizing the transformative power of new media 

and communication technologies, it also explores the structural challenges of digitally mediated forms of expression 

and exchange in a politically volatile world. 

 

Approved abstracts panel 42 

1. Shrinking freedom of creative expression and the artistsô struggles for 

alternative spaces in Tanzania 

Author: Vicensia Shule, Senior Lecturer, Department of Creative Arts, University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 

E-mail: vicensiashule@yahoo.com 

The election and sworn in of John Pombe Magufuli in November 2015 as the fifth president of Tanzania was 

received with enthusiasm and expectation of better life and more freedoms. Magufuli was presented as the ósaviorô 

who would crack down on rampant corruption and embezzlement of public resources. The óeuphoriaô did not last 

long. On 26 January 2016 his government banned the live streaming of bunge (parliament) sessions. This was 

followed by a number of media bans through presidential speeches and ódraconianô legislations.  Artistsô abduction, 

arrests and torture related to their artistic works escalated. Use of social media was restricted and several arrested 

for questioning presidentôs statements under what has been referred to as óseditionô. 

The nature of the censored acts and individuals has raised concern, why now? Where is the ófree spaceô for artists 

to óindulgeô with their creativity? Looking at the sample of unfolding events it is important to research further on the 

nature and the consequences of the imposed restrictions on arts and artists. This article not only assesses cases 

related to state control of arts and artists in mainstream and social media but also analyse the implication of state 

control on arts and artists. The observations reveal that the issued state restrictions on freedom of expressions are 
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politically motivated and have consequences on the creative fraternity. Fear of abduction and torture, dismissal of 

ópoliticalô content in the mainstream media, reduced incomes amongst artists are some of them. In order to ósurviveô 

artist have created survival mechanisms including refraining from producing part works which seem to challenge 

the existing regime, compliance with the state propagated ómoralô dress codes as well as (re)joining the ruling party 

membership. 

2. VIUSASA: Visual Mobilities and Mobile Audio-visuals that óFixed' Film 

Distribution Challenge in Kenya 

Author: Rachael Diangôa, United States International University - Africa, Kenya. 

E-mail: rdianga@usiu.ac.ke; rdianga@gmail.com 

The audio-visual industry in Kenya has been identified as a key growth industry, with great potential income 

generation ability. Key in ensuring this potential are two things: quality film productions in good quantities and 

meaningful distribution mechanisms. Successful distribution of films motivate Newer and consistent productions 

hence self-sustenance of an industry. It is a pity however, that shaky distribution and exhibition management has 

caused a missing link that has largely contributed to Kenyaôs film industryôs slow growth towards. This has killed 

the dreams of many creatives. Producers have failed to make profits, let alone break-even. Luckily, since 2017, 

the industry has seen advancement in the films distribution thanks to the introduction of VIUSASA. VIUSASA is a 

Kenyan video on demand (VOD) platform that offers users entertainment and information on video content at the 

usersô convenience. It offers a variety of short videos in Kenya, and it is an initiative of Citizen TV, one of Kenyaôs 

leading TV broadcasters. This paper interrogates VIUSASAôs impact on the Kenyan Film industry, especially in the 

area of distribution. Of the key areas this paper delves into are VIUSASAôs approach to film distribution, its 

catchment audience, strengths and achievements as well as possible challenges. This paper therefore basically 

documents the various aspects of this new trend in the audio-visual industry in Kenya. This study is motivated by 

the fact that VIUSASA has unleashed to the audience a lot of information that was otherwise ólocked upô and 

rendered immobile. 

 

3. Reconsidering unequal access to mobility: the use of social media to 

overcome immobility 

Author: Parvati Raghuram & Markus Roos Breines, The Open University, UK. 

E-mail: markus.breines@open.ac.uk 

The question of how opportunities and limitations for mobility intersect with peopleôs social positions has been 

widely debated by scholars such as Massey (1994) and Sheller and Urry (2006), who have demonstrated that 

mobilities are part of the everyday power geometries and is a resource to which people have unequal access. 

However, it remains unclear how transnational mobility and immobility perpetuate existing social hierarchies. This 

paper addresses the question of how different opportunities for transnational mobilities are contested through the 

lens of an often overlooked group; international students in Africa. Analysing the data collected through a large-

scale survey and phone interviews with students in different African countries for the IDEAS research project 

(ideaspartnership.org), we seek to identify how transnational mobility and immobility interweaves with social, racial 

and financial factors among Namibian, Nigerian and Zimbabwean distance education students at the University of 

South Africa (UNISA). By emphasising the diverse strategies students in different countries and social positions 

employ to navigate administrative practices that remain highly localised and reliant on human interaction, we shed 

light on the use of social media as a means for people to counter the disadvantages of immobility. Although distance 

education institutions may be contributing to reproduce social inequalities by rewarding studentsô mobility, we argue 

that the use of new communication technologies challenge existing social hierarchies by complicating the social 

outcomes of unequal access to mobilities. As such, this paper identifies the transformative power of social media 

in Africa, which highlights emerging strategies for overcoming immobility while simultaneously problematizing how 

spatial mobility is valued amidst shifting technological opportunities. 

4. Interstices of Belonging: Cyberspace and Queer Youth (Im)mobility in 

Nigeria 

Author: Diekara Oloruntoba-Oju, Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria. E-mail: dekkyoju@gmail.com 

This paper examines how young queer people in Nigeria negotiate legitimacy and contest social mobility on virtual 

communication and information platforms. In the light of burgeoning conversation around the democratic 

possibilities new media provides for marginalized groups, it questions whether the Cyberspace really enables queer 

Nigerian youth to transcend the offline social immobility imposed on them by law and societal attitudes. In order to 
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do this, this paper primarily offers a reading of Kitodiaries, which is a website for Nigerian LGBTQ people -

predominantly youth- where queer narratives are shared in fiction, non-fiction, and poetry among other genres. 

Through this platform, it examines how queer youth represent themselves and how they form an alternative 

community of belonging. While offering a celebratory reading of this alternative space, this paper also examines 

the counter dimension of unbelonging that is reconstituted within the space. Beyond sexual orientation, it examines 

other expressions of identity, for instance gender and class, which influence accessibility to and mobility within the 

Cyberspace and explores how they determine what sort of queer narratives and discourses are produced and 

privileged in these spaces.  

5. Silicon Valley as a Colonial Metropole 

Author: James Siguru Wahutu, Berkman Klein Center of Internet and Society at Harvard University, USA.E-

mail: nwahutu@law.harvard.edu 

Recently, revelations to the extent to which social media giant Facebook either willfully or due to sheer 

incompetence shared user data with a third party (Cambridge Analytica) which the latter used for nefarious electoral 

reasons have shocked many. Keen observers of Africa however, were not surprised by these revelations since we 

have long viewed cyberspace as the new colonial frontier. In this essay, I show why and how digitally mediated 

exchanges and expressions in Africa can be studied through a colonial approach. 

The largest and most influential tech companies are located in the global north, specifically Silicon Valley. 

Companies such as Facebook have gained immense control and influence over communicative structures and 

cultures of millions in the global south. With this in mind, this paper begins from the premise that cyberspace, and 

the current battle for hegemonic control, has become the new arena where contemporary colonial masters enact 

their imperial ambitions. Consequently, cyberspace's colonisation points to the fact that the traditional notions of 

óstate-centrismô have to be rethought since we can no longer assume that ñnation/state/society is the natural and 

transhistorical form of social relationsò (Go 2009:783). As argued by Hall (1999:40), the internetôs growth ñmimicked 

Europeôs first colonial expansion,ò in Africa.  In this sense, this paper argues that Silicon Valley has become the 

new metropole from where control of the colonies and the colonised emanates. In the same manner through which 

early trading companies were agents in "global colonisation in the 17th century,ò (Hall 1999:47) Silicon Valley 

companies are their successors.. However, unlike the European trading companies, companies in this new 

metropole are birthed and influenced by notions of American "exceptionalism" which argues that the U.S. is unique 

for its enduring "liberal, democratic, individualistic, and egalitarian values"  forged at its founding moments (Go 

2008:203). 

 

 

Panel 43 

Nordic Africanists building networks for research 

Panel organiser: NARN, The Nordic Africa Research Network. 

Historically, Nordic countries have had many similarities in their economic, social and political relations to Africa 

today that could be fruitfully drawn upon through collaboration. The Nordic Africa Research Network (NARN) 

argues that all Nordic countries ought to set aside considerably more resources in the years to come for African 

Studies to meet the demand both for more national competence in the analysis of conditions and dynamics in 

Africa and for research co-operation with African and European scholars both within the broad framework of AEGIS 

(the European African Studies association) and in relation to African based research initiatives. 

This panel has as its aim to generate a discussion among researchers on relevant Africa-focused research topics 

for Nordic research networks and wider collaboration. As an inspiration for such a discussion, NARN has completed 

an initial mapping of research on Africa within social science and humanities in the Nordic countries, covering about 

660 researchers who have been active during the last ten year period. 

The NARN panel, to be moderated by a NARN board member, will include a presentation of the above-mentioned 

Nordic-based Africa research data base, an introduction to the Nordic research facilities NOS-HS and NOS-HP by 

Dr. Kim von Hackwitz (Swedish Research Council), an overview of Africa-related European research collaboration 

within AEGIS by Prof. Amanda Hammar (NARN and AEGIS board member), and a presentation of one or two 

ongoing active research collaboration projects (to be decided). 
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