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AFRICA NOW
Is an exciting new series published in association with Zed Books. Featuring high-quality, cutting-edge research
from leading academics, the series will address the big issues confronting Africa today. Accessible but in-depth and
wide-ranging, Africa Now will engage with the critical political, economic, sociological and development debates
affecting the continent, shedding new light on pressing concerns.

Fantu Cheru and Renu Modi, Agricultural Development and Food Security in Africa. The Impact of
Chinese, Indian and Brazilian Investments, 2013, 256 pp, 978-1-78032-371-8
The subject of food security and land issues in Africa has become one of increased importance
and contention over recent years. In particular, the focus has shifted to the role new Global
South donors - in particular India, China and Brazil - are playing in shaping African agriculture
through their increased involvement and investment in the continent. Approaching the topic
through the framework of South-South co-operation (SSC), this highly original volume presents
a critical analysis of the ways in which Chinese, Indian and Brazilian engagements in African
agriculture are structured and implemented. Do these investments have the potential to create new
opportunities to improve local living standards, transfer new technology and knowhow to African producers,
and reverse the persistent productivity decline in African agriculture? Or will they simply aggravate the
problem of food insecurity by accelerating the process of land alienation and displacement of local people from
their land? Topical and comprehensive, ‘Agricultural Development and Food Security in Africa’ offers fresh
insight into a set of relationships that will shape both Africa and the world over the coming decades.
Find more information: http://www.zedbooks.co.uk/paperback/agricultural-development-and-food-security-in-africa
Maria Eriksson Baaz and Maria Stern, Sexual Violence as a Weapon of War? Perceptions,
Prescriptions, Problems in the Congo and Beyond. 2013, 172 pp, 978-1-78032-163-9.
All too often in conflict situations, rape is referred to as a 'weapon of war' - a term presented as
self-explanatory through its implied storyline of gender and warring. In this provocative but
much-needed book, Eriksson Baaz and Stern challenge the dominant understandings of sexual
violence in conflict and post-conflict settings. Reading with and against feminist analyses of the
interconnections between gender, warring, violence, and militarization, the authors address
many of the thorny issues inherent in the 'arrival' of sexual violence on the global security
agenda. Based on original fieldwork in the Democratic Republic of Congo, as well as research material from
other conflict zones, Sexual Violence as a Weapon of War? challenges the recent prominence given to sexual
violence, bravely highlighting various problems with isolating sexual violence from other violence in war.
Find more information: http://www.zedbooks.co.uk/paperback/sexual-violence-as-a-weapon-of-war

Previously published in the series
Prosper B. Matondi, Zimbabwe's Fast-Track Land Reform. 2012, 272 pp, 978-1-78032-148-6
The Fast-Track Land Reform Programme in Zimbabwe has emerged as a highly contested reform
process both nationally and internationally. The image of it has all too often been that of the
widespread displacement and subsequent replacement of various people, agricultural-related
production systems, facets and processes. The reality, however, is altogether more complex.
Find more detailed information in the digital archive:
http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1578
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Mats Utas, African Conflicts and Informal Power. Big Men and Networks. 2012, 255 pp, 978-184813-882-7.
Through a variety of indepth case studies – from DRC to Somalia to Liberia amongst others –
this book shows how important informal political and economic networks are in many of the
continent’s conflict areas. Find more detailed information in the digital archive:
http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1517
Prosper B. Matondi, Kjell Havnevik and Atakilte Beyene (eds.), Biofuels, Land Grabbing and Food
Security in Africa. June 2011, 256 pp, 978-1-84813-878-0
Energy crisis and climate change have generated global demands for alternative non-fossil fuel
sources. This has led to a rapid increase of investments in production of liquid biofuels based
on agricultural feed stocks such as sugar cane. Most African governments see biofuels as a
potential for increasing agricultural productivity and export incomes and thus strengthening
their national economies, improving energy balances and rural employment. At the same time
climate change may be addressed through reduction of green house gas emissions. There are,
however, a number of uncertainties mounting that challenge this scenario. Using in-depth African case studies
this book addresses this knowledge gap by examining the impacts of large-scale biofuel production on African
agriculture in regard to vital land outsourcing and food security issues.
Find more detailed information in the digital archive: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1331
Iman Hashim and Dorte Thorsen, Child Migration in Africa. February 2011, 150 pp,
978-1-84813-456-0
Child Migration in Africa explores the mobility of children without their parents within West
Africa. Drawing on the experiences of children from rural Burkina Faso and Ghana, the book
provides rich material on the circumstances of children’s voluntary migration and their
experiences of it. Their accounts challenge the normative ideals of what a ‘good’ childhood is,
which often underlie public debates about children's migration, education and work in
developing countries.
Find more detailed information in the digital archive: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1329

Cyril Obi and Siri Aas Rustad (eds.), Oil and Insurgency in the Niger Delta. Managing the Complex
Politics of Petroviolence. Februray 2011, 255 pp, 978-1-84813-807-0
The recent escalation in the violent conflict in the Niger Delta has brought the region to the
forefront of international energy and security concerns. This book analyses the causes,
dynamics and politics underpinning oil-related violence in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria. It
focuses on the drivers of the conflict, as well as the ways the crises spawned by the political
economy of oil and contradictions within Nigeria's ethnic politics have contributed to the
morphing of initially poorly coordinated, largely non-violent protests into a pan-Delta

insurgency.
Find more detailed information in the digital archive: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1330

Ilda Lindell (ed.), Africa’s Informal Workers. Collective agency, alliances and transnational
organizing in Urban Africa. 2010, 229 pp, 978-1-84813-452-2
Gathering cases from nine countries and cities across sub-Saharan Africa, and from a range of
sectors, this volume goes beyond the usual focus on household ‘coping strategies’ and
individual agency, addressing the growing number of collective organizations through which
informal workers make themselves visible and articulate their demands and interests. The
emerging picture is that of a highly diverse landscape of organized actors, providing grounds
for tension but also opportunities for alliance. Specifically, the collection examines in depth
attempts at organizing across the formal–informal work spheres, as well as exploring the novel trend of
transnational organizing by informal workers.
Find more detailed information in the digital archive: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-971

Fantu Cheru and Cyril Obi (eds.), The Rise of China and India in Africa: Challenges, opportunities and
critical interventions. 2010, 276 pp, 978-1-84813-437-9
In recent years, China and India have become the most important economic partners of Africa
and their footprints are growing by leaps and bounds, transforming Africa’s international
relations in a dramatic way. Although the overall impact of China and India’s engagement in
Africa has been positive in the short-term, partly as a result of higher returns from commodity
exports fuelled by excessive demands from both countries, little research exists on the actual
impact of China and India’s growing involvement on Africa’s economic transformation.
Find more detailed information in the digital archive: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-799
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS
Emy Lindberg, War in Mali: Background study and annotated bibliography. July 2012 March 2013
Not long ago, Mali was considered a beacon of stability and a model of democratic evolution in
West Africa. The country then experienced a military coup in the capital in March 2012,
followed by the usual post-coup volatility and uncertainty. In the immediate aftermath of the
coup, armed insurgents swiftly took over half the country. It did not take long to dismantle a
country that on the paper appeared to be functioning, stable and democratic. French troops
intervened in the conflict in the north. Yet even if this intervention put a stop to the outright threat of the
insurgents taking over the south and significantly shifted the balance of forces in the north, it did not end the
conflict. The insurgents have dispersed into remote areas in the sub-region, changing their tactics to terroristlike activities. Different forms of political negotiation and reconciliation are certainly needed in the region.
With the current global clash between radical Islam and the Western “War on Terror”, northern Mali will
probably continue to be contested terrain for a long time. In the meantime, a transition to democratic rule is
planned for the country, with elections scheduled for July this year. In all likelihood, this will prove to be only
an illusory end to an intense power tussle over state control in Bamako.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1777

Redie Bereketeab (Ed.), The Horn of Africa: Intra-State and Inter-State Conflicts and Security. 2013,
208 pp, 978 074 533 311-3.
The Horn of Africa, comprising Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan and Somalia, is the most
conflict-ridden region in Africa. This book explores the origins and impact of these conflicts at
both an intra-state and inter-state level and the insecurity they create. The contributors show
how regional and international interventions have compounded pre-existing tensions and have
been driven by competing national interests linked to Western intervention and acts of piracy
off the coast of Somalia. This book outlines proposals for multidimensional mechanisms for
conflict resolution in the region. Issues of border demarcation, democratic deficit, crises of nation and state
building, and the roles of political actors and traditional authorities are all clearly analysed.
Find more detailed information in the digital archive: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1639

Anders Sjögren, Between Militarism and Technocratic Governance: State Formation in
Contemporary Uganda. 2013, 272 pp, 978-9970-25-150-6.
State-civil society relations in Africa have during recent decades been transformed in the
context of economic liberalisation and state reform. This study explores state-civil society
relations in contemporary Uganda, from 1986 to the present, in order to illustrate and explain
the scope for and capacity of different social forces to create access to and democratise the
state. The study interrogates state-civil society relations under the incumbent National
Resistance Movement government as these are expressed through forms of interest
representation and conflict regulation in different political arenas. It analyses this problem through an
empirical study of the health sector at both national and local levels. Changes in the health regime – the rules
and practices that regulate health politics – are analysed by a historical reconstruction of how different health
regimes evolved from demands from social forces on the colonial and postcolonial state, in relation to broader
patterns of political change. The ruling political coalition from 1986 has promoted a model for capitalist
development based on donor-driven economic growth, institutional reform and political monopoly – what is
referred to in the study as technocratic governance. Throughout, however, the technocratic tendency has been
shaped in relation to the political economy of militarism as a more openly repressive form of authoritarian
rule. The study argues that limits to democratisation of state society relations within the health sector and of
Ugandan politics at large are best explained by relations of domination in society, within the state and among
external political forces. The main conclusion is that democratisation of the state has been resisted by ruling
groups, and therefore restricted.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1637
Michael Ståhl, Researching Africa. From Individual efforts to Structured Programmes. The role of the
th
Nordic Africa Institute. A report to the NAI 50 anniversary. 2012, 110 pp, 978-917-106-717-3.
The Nordic Africa Institute started on a modest scale back in 1962by awarding three travel
grants to young Nordic scholars with an interest in Africa. Fifty years later, the institute has
become an internationally renowned centre of research, documentation, publishing and networking. By coordinating coherent programmes spanning multiple researchers and several subtopics NAI has helped to strengthen capacity among young academics in Nordic countries by
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providing travel grants for field research and an academic platform for communicating and discussing research
findings. NAI has thus been a key catalyst in social science research on Africa. In this publication, Michael Ståhl
contextualises, reviews and reflects on five innovative research programmes undertaken at NAI from the late
1980s into the 1990s. Through these thematic, collaborative programmes, NAI complemented its already
established support for individual academic projects. In order to place the five programmes in larger context,
brief accounts of the earlier research support provided by NAI are given as is an overview of the subsequent
research profile and administration of NAI up to 2012.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1575
Tor Sellström (ed.), Albert Luthuli and Dag Hammarskjöld - Leaders and Visionaries. 2012, 35 pp,
978-91-7106-715-9
Two symposia in Uppsala and Oslo during November 2011 marked the 50th anniversary of
the Nobel Peace Prize awarded to Chief Albert Luthuli and Dag Hammarskjöld at the same
ceremony for 1960 and (posthumously) 1961, respectively. The deliberations, which involved
close family members of the late Chief Luthuli, commemorated and honoured two outstanding
leaders of the 20th century. While they never met personally, they shared principle values and
ethics rooted in a firm belief in the equality of people, humanrights, justice and peace at a time
of decolonization and apartheid. This booklet compiles a summary of the various presentations in Uppsala and
Oslo, which paid respect to the two role models in their relevance also for today. It is published during the
year, in which the two Uppsala based institutions celebrate their 50th anniversary.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1562

SERIES FROM THE INSTITUTE
CURRENT AFRICAN ISSUES
This series aim to address topical issues about Africa by providing in-depth research-based analysis relevant for Africa and
for the global community. This is an occasional peer-reviewed series, which is endorsed internally and reviewed externally.
Publications have an individual ISBN to facilitate citation.

54. Pamela K. Mbabzi, The Oil Industry in Uganda; A Blessing in Disguise or an all Too Familiar
Curse?: The 2012 Claude Ake Memorial Lecture. 2013, 66 pp, 978-91-7106-740-1.
As Uganda comes closer to full scale commercial production of its recently discovered oil
resources, the state has much work to protect its economy from possible negative effects.
Although much of the literature regarding oil globally, as well as in Uganda, paints a rather
pessimistic picture, Dr. Pamela Mbabazi provides a set of alternatives, looking at oil as an
opportunity rather than a curse. While oil is still in its infancy, many in Uganda have already
predicted how it will play out over the next 50 years. While some are quick to point out the
flaws and potential problem areas, Dr. Mbabazi suggests a more balanced approach, recognizing both the issue
areas as well as the opportunities presented. Uganda has just celebrated its 50th anniversary as an
independent nation. What is certain is that over the next five decades, oil will play a significant role in Uganda´s
development. Thus, she argues that by heeding the suggestions made in this contribution, the government and
key decision makers can help set Uganda on the right path to becoming Africa’s first oil success story.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1803
53. David Nilsson, Sweden-Norway at the Berlin Conference 1884–85: History, national identity-making and
Sweden's relations with Africa. 2013, 54 pp, 978-91-7106-738-8.
The image of Sweden is one of a small, democratic and peace-loving country without the moral burden of a
colonial past. However, in this Current African Issues publication, the notion that Sweden lacks a colonial past
in Africa is brought into question. At the Berlin Conference 1884–85, the rules for colonisation of Africa were
agreed upon among a handful of white men. With the blessing of King Oscar II, the united kingdoms of SwedenNorway participated in the Berlin conference, ratified the resulting convention and signed a trade agreement
with King Leopold’s International Congo Association. Thereafter, hundreds of Swedish militaries, seamen and
missionaries took an active part in the brutal colonial project in the Congo. What was Sweden-Norway really
doing at the Berlin Conference and in the ensuing Scramble for Africa? Is it now time to re-assess Swedish

identity in relation to Africa, an identity so far centered on colonial innocence?
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1793
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52. Boima Tucker, Musical Violence: Gangsta Rap and Politics in Sierra Leone. 2013, 64 pp, 978-91-7106-734-0.
Hip Hop has become a global force in recent years. However, when taken up by youth outside its American
birthplace, it is often dismissed as a shallow adaptation or imitation of American popular culture. However, its
global popularity cannot be questioned, and its proliferation is aided by its adaptability to local contexts. It has
become associated with an emergent youth political identity in many parts of the world, a result of its ability to
embody rebellious youth energy. Hip Hop is a new global lingua franca for youth rebellion that exists beyond
the boundaries of the state, and is aided by the emergence of the internet and accompanying communications
technologies. Analysis of the political ramifications of Hip Hop in West African societies is vital to gaining a true
sense of what democracy means in the local context. This paper focuses on the West African country of Sierra
Leone, and explores how youth participation in Hip Hop there is a radical political project.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1761
51. Dessie Gessesse, Favouring a Demonised Plant: Khat and Ethiopian smallholder enterprises. 2012, 30 pp, 978-917106-731-9.
Khat is a plant native to Ethiopia that has been consumed over several centuries as a mental and physical
stimulant. This report outlines khat’s role as a source of livelihood. Khat, dubbed a social ill by many, is at the
same time part and parcel of the livelihoods of many others. With consumption of the stimulant spreading to
many parts of Africa, Europe, North America, Asia and Australia, khat production has become a controversial
global issue. In most European and North American countries khat is illegal. The debates so far focus on the
consumption of khat and its allegedly harmful health ,economic and social effects. The argument here is that
expanded khat production, driven by growing demand for the stimulant, is made possible through
multidimensional links between producers, sellers and others. Today, khat production is part of the wider
agro-silvi-pasture complex that characterises Ethiopian rural landscapes. At the farm level, khat shares space
with food and tree crops and contributes cash to the household economy. The fact that its production is a
smallholder venture andis expanding through a variety of farming systems indicates its importance to
cultivators and their use of land. This paper is not exhaustive, but makes an exploratory attempt to highlight
khat-related livelihood issues and seeks to contribute to the ongoing debates on the stimulant and to prompt
further research.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1638

Published in the series 2012
50. David Ross Olanya, From Global Land Grabbing for Biofuels to Acquisitions of African Water for Commercial
Agriculture. 2012, 41 pp, 978-91-7106-729-6
Expansion of biofuel investment in Africa has been supported by indebted poor governments because of
perceived potential benefits such as sustainable energy development, support to poor farmers, development of
rural economies and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. However, the intensity of the biofuels political
economy in poor countries worsens inequality for the vulnerable poor. This is evidenced by large-scale land
acquisitions in Africa for biofuel and crop production primarily for foreign consumption – food, animal feeds
and energy crops. The search for land in African countrieshas been triggered by growing concerns over food
and energy security in developed countries following the global food crisis of 2008. Moreover, these recent
developments in large-scale land acquisitions in Africa are not a new phenomenon, but represent the renewal
of old practices incommercial agriculture, which is either conducted through purchases or long-term leases. In
addition to biofuel expansion, this study notes that current large-scale land acquisitions in sub-Saharan Africa
have been further driven by demands to access water resources for other commercial agricultural crops.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1606

49. Terje Oestigaard, Water Scarcity and Food Security along the Nile: Politics, population increase and climate
change. 2012, 89 pp, 978-91-7106-722-7
In 2050, the population in all the Nile Basin countries is expected to be ten times higher than it was in 1950.
This will put ever increasing pressure on water as a resource for development. The Nile Basin catchment area
is shared by 11 countries covering about one-tenth of the African continent. Globally, around 70 per cent of
fresh water consumption is used in agriculture. This puts the spotlight on future scenarios regarding food
production: will there be enough water for food security in the Nile Basin countries? In this Current African
Issues publication, water scarcity and food security are analysed from a range of perspectives. What are the
future predictions regarding population increase and climate change, and how will these affect development in
Nile Basin countries? What are the current water theories addressing the above issues, and what are the main
challenges the Nile Basin countries will face in a context that is also strongly shaped by its history?
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1558
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POLICY DIALOGUE
NAI Policy Dialogue is a series of short reports on policy issues relevant to Africa today. Aimed at professionals working
with aid agencies, ministries of foreign affairs, NGOs and the media, these reports are intended to inform public debate
and to generate input into policymaking. The writers are researchers and scholars drawn from different disciplines and
engaged with African issues. Most of the authors are connected to the Nordic Africa Institute or its research networks. The
reports are internally endorsed and externally reviewed. To ensure the topicality and continuing relevance of these reports,
the Nordic Africa Institute welcomes inputs and suggestions regarding themes and subjects from policymakers and other
readers.

Published in the series 2012
10. Maj-Lis Follér, Beniamin Knutsson & Håkan Thörn, Who is responsible? Donor-civil society
partnerships and the case of hiv/aids work. 2013, 74 pp, 978 917 106 742-5

Civil society organisations are today considered crucial indevelopment partnerships. This
Policy Dialogue argues that current aid programs tend to turn such CSOs into businesses that
are required to meet donor demands for reportable results, rather than to serve the needs of
intended beneficiaries. Based on case studies drawn from HIV and AIDS work in Mozambique,
Rwanda and South Africa, the report explores the methods donors use to govern development
partnerships and their effect on the distribution of responsibility among partners. It further
examines the responses by recipient organisations to these requirements, ranging from acquiescence to
resistance. These case studies, drawn from the field of HIV/AIDS, are also invaluable in shedding light on wider
issue of the governance of international development cooperation with civil society.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1798

9. Maria Eriksson Baaz & Mats Utas (Eds), Beyond ”Gender and Stir.” Reflections on gender and SSR in the aftermath
of African conflicts. 2012, 76 pp, 978-91-7106-728-9
As a policy field largely characterised by handbooks and manuals, gender and Security Sector Reform (SSR) has
been insufficiently studied and analysed. Analytical discussion of what gendering SSRmeans is quite rare, as is
the study of the already gendered nature of the security institutions that are the subject of intervention. This
policy dialogue unpacks aspects of the discourses and practices regarding gender and SSR. It highlights
limitations and problems both in the conceptualisation of gender and its incorporation into practical SSR work.
The publication also demonstrates how researchers and policymakers often have divergent views of what
gendering SSR means. Finally, it calls for closer and more constructive dialogue between researchers and
practitioners, a dialogue which acknowledges the conditions and constraints in these two spheres of work.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1607
8. Linnéa Gelot, Ludwig Gelot and Cedric de Coning, Supporting African peace operations. 2012, 117 pp, 978-917106-723-4
The Nordic Africa Institute, the Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation and the Norwegian Institute for International
Affairs hosted a seminar in Uppsala, Sweden, on 15 and 16 December 2011, that brought together AU, EU and
UN officials closely involved in peace operations in Africa. The seminar’s purpose was to allow participants to
compare their experiences of the different support models that have been used to date in Sudan and Somalia.
International support for African peace operations provides opportunities but also poses challenges. This
report examines four of these challenges in some detail: the AU Commission’s limited capacity to plan and
manage peace operations; insufficient political engagement by African member states with AU peace
operations; the short-termism and self-interest of some of the AU’s partners; and the need for UN Security
Council permanent members to value and ensure a shared AU-UN strategic vision. The report also includes
policy recommendations for resolving these challenges.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1574

7. Antti Vainio, Market-based and Rights-based Approaches to the Informal Economy: A comparative analysis of the
policy implications. 2012, 35 pp, 978-91-7106-719-7
This Policy Dialogue compares two very different conceptions of the informal economy that are prominent
internationally: a market-based approach and a rights-based approach. It reflects upon the policy implications
of adopting one perspective or the other, and argues that the terms ‘entrepreneur’ and ‘worker’ are often
ideologically charged rather than a reflection of the structural positions of the ‘informals’. The paper is critical
of a market-based perspective and of the related notion of informal entrepreneurs, as these may lead to policy
recommendations that undermine the already fragile livelihoods of many people. The ideas presented in this
paper are part of a work in progress and are intended to promote further debate about sustainable policymaking aimed at enhancing the economic and socialstanding of vulnerable people in the informal economy.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1561
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6. Louisa Vogiazides, 'Legal Empowerment of the Poor' versus 'Right to the City': Implications for access to housing in
urban Africa. 2012, 41 pp, 978-91-7106-720-3
The challenge of urban deprivation and exclusion in the urban South has given rise to varied and shifting
policies and ideas. Two sets of ideas have gained great currency in recent years in international policy and
academic circles. The Legal Empowerment of the Poor approach, rooted in neoliberal thinking, focuses on the
legal rights of the urban poor as the means to secure access to basic services and needs. The Right to the City
perspective, on the other hand, stresses issues of citizenship and the appropriation and uses of urban space.
This Policy Dialogue analyses the different ideological and normative foundations of the two perspectives and
discusses how they lead to different policy formulations. It then takes a closer look at how the two perspectives
find expression in contemporary discussions on and approaches to access to housing in urban Africa. To this
end, it compares what each approach identifies as the source of the problem and recommends as the policy
solution.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1560

DISCUSSION PAPER
NAI Discussion Papers present work in progress, such as new ideas and interim results from NAI research on Africa, and are
circulated to stimulate discussion and critical comment. Endorsed and reviewed internally. The papers have an individual
ISBN to facilitate citation.

76. Linnéa Gelot & Mikael Eriksson, The African Union in Light of the Arab Revolts: An appraisal of
the foreign policy and security objectives of South Africa, Ethiopia and Algeria, 2013, pp 64, 978-917106-735-7
The fall of authoritarian regimes in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya has changed political dynamics
on the African continent. One immediate concern has been the implications of these
developments for the African Union (AU) and its member states. Would overall political
dynamics in the AU be changed? Would the most powerful member states use the altered
circumstances to enhance their influence on AU policies andframeworks? What would the
impact be for the AU's overall authority? In this Discussion Paper series, three edited papers are presented that
tackle AU political and institutional dynamics in light of the Arab revolts. A particular puzzle addressed is the
current postures of South Africa,Ethiopia and Algeria within the AU. A separate analysis of Nigeria's role was
published earlier in the NAI-FOI Lecture Series on African Security.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1765

Published in the series 2012

75. Redie Berekteab, Self-Determination and Secessionism in Somaliland and South Sudan: Challenges to
Postcolonial State-building, 2012, pp 60, 978-91-7106-725-8
This paper analyses the notion of self-determination and secession by adopting acomparative perspective on
two case studies, namely Somaliland and South Sudan. Somaliland declared its independence in 1991 following
the collapse of the Somali state. Since then, Somaliland has been making relentless efforts to secure recognition
from the international community. South Sudan successfully negotiated the right to exerciseself-determination,
a right that was formalised in the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) signed between the ruling National
Congress Party (NCP) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM). The people of South Sudan held a
referendum and voted overwhelmingly for secession, with formal independence being achieved on 9 July 2011.
International law may better qualify Somaliland for statehood than South Sudan for three reasons: (i) it was
created by colonialism, (ii) it has already been recognised, albeit only for a few days, as an independent state in
1960, and (iii) it has proven to be stable, functional and relatively democratic. Yet Somaliland has failed to
achieve international recognition. This paper interrogates this discrepancy. It concludes that the existence of a
partner ready to accept the right of self-determination, and geostrategic concerns about security as well a
seconomic and political interests, determine international recognition.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1573
74. Li Anshang, Liu Haifang, Pan Huaqiong, Zeng Aiping, He Wenping, FOCAC Twelve Years Later: Achievements,
Challenges and the Way Forward, 2012, pp 60, 978-91-7106-718-0
Twelve years have passed since the establishment of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), an
event that marked an important milestone in China-Africa relations. The forum is a platform to promote
mutually beneficial South-South cooperation between China and Africa, based on mutual respect and noninterference in the internal affairs of African countries. In its ten year existence, FOCAC has achieved in
deepening China-Africa relationsin the economic field. Trade, investment, infrastructure and capacity building
have been comprehensively promoted. But as FOCAC prepares to enter the second decade, a number of steps
November 2013
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must be taken by Chinese and African partners to improve the current institutional arrangement by expanding
space for private sector and civil society participation in decision-making and by increasing the frequency of
follow-up processes to ensure effective implementation of agreed upon targets.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1554

73. Ike Okonta, Biafran ghosts: The MASOB Ethnic Militia and Nigeria’s Democratisation Process, 2012, pp 61, 97891-7106-716-6
The Movement for the Actualisation of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB), an ethnicmilitia, emerged in the
Igbo-speaking region of Nigeria in 1999, shortly after military rule ended and Olusegun Obasanjo took office as
elected President. MASSOB’s stated goal is the struggle for Igbo self-determination and the re-emergence of a
new sovereign state in the eastern part of the country to be known as the ‘United States of Biafra’, thereby
raising the spectre of a possible break up of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. This Discussion Paper examines
the circumstances of MASSOB’s emergence in a period of political transition and considerable uncertainty as
the Nigerian armed forces began to prepare to relinquish their grip on power, and the specific ways the
promoters of this ethnicmilitia movement have shaped Nigeria’s still unfolding democratization process since
1999.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1553
72. Göran Holmqvist, Inequality and Identity. Causes of War? 2012, 42 pp. 978-91-7106-714-2
In this paper, four theories on the causes of civil war are reviewed. One theory, associated with Paul Collier,
emphasises feasibility over factors related to grievance. A second theory, espoused by Frances Stewart, focuses
on the role of horizontal inequalities. The third theory, identified with William Zartman, highlights the different
roles “need, creed and greed” factors play in various phases of a conflict. And the fourth theory, associated with
the World Bank /World Development Report 2011, points out “commitment” problems leading to institutional
failures as a crucial factor. Each of the theories leads to quite different policy conclusions. Their strengths and
weaknesses, and their claimed empirical support, are discussed. In addition, some of the mechanisms
underpinning the theories are highlighted on the basis of empirical data. In particular, the central role of
horizontal inequalities between social groups is discussed.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1518

POLICY NOTES
NAI Policy Notes is a series of short briefs on policy relevant issues relevant to Africa today. Aimed at professionals working
within aid agencies, ministries of foreign affairs, NGOs and the media, these reports aim to inform public debate and to
generate input into the sphere of policymaking. The writers are researchers and scholars engaged in African issues and are
drawn from several disciplins. Most have an institutional connection to the Nordic Africa Institute or its research networks.
The reports are internally endorsed and externally reviewed. To ensure the accuracy and relevance of the reports, the
Nordic Africa Institute welcomes input and suggestions from readers, particularly policy-makers. Each Policy Note has a
unique ISBN to facilitate citation.

3. Atakilte Beyene, Costly not to consider local resistance: Advice on agricultural investments in
Africa, 2013, 4 pp, 978-91-7106-741-8
Failures in considering and properly addressing local resistance have become costly for both
the local people and the investors. Land acquisition policies need to be accompanied by
mechanisms that address local grievances and conflicts. These aspects are crucial not only to
alleviate unjust practices, but also to enhance confidence of investors and performance of the
investments.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1797

2. Thaddeus Chidi Nzeadibe & Onyanta Adama, Improved recycling performance : Policy options for Nigerian
cities, 2013, 4 pp, 978-91-7106-740-1
In Nigeria there is a glaring absence of formal recycling of municipal waste. As a result, the informal sector has
taken up the role of “critical but unacknowledged gap filler” in the waste recycling system, achieving low but
significant recycling rates. This policy note deals with what can be done to improve recycling performance in
Nigerian cities.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1795
1. Redie Bereketeab, Post-Secession State-Building and Reconstruction: Somaliland, Somalia, South Sudan and
Sudan, 2013, 4 pp, 978-91-7106-737-01
State-building refers to the processes undertaken by new states, while reconstitution refers to the
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rearrangement of an existing state following either secession or collapse. Somaliland and South Sudan are
involved in process of state-building, while Sudan and Somalia are engaged in state reconstitution. Three
distinctive models of state-building are taking place in the four countries. This Policy Note analyses the
interlinked yet distinct process of state building.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1783

Published in the series 2012

5. Redie Bereketeab, Self-determination and secession: A 21st Century Challenge to the Post-colonial State in Africa,
2012, 4 pp, 978-91-7106-730-02
Two approaches have characterised analysis of the postcolonial state in Africa. One emphasises the territorial
integrity of the postcolonial state, with inherited colonial borders being viewed as sacrosanct and state-centred
rights being given primacy. The other questions the sacrosanctity of colonial borders and seeks to promote the
primacy of people-centred rights. The increasing frequency in recent years of quests for self-determination and
secession in Africa poses an existential challenge to the postcolonial state on that continent. This Policy Note
addresses this emerging trend.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1601
4. Mats Utas, Urban youth and post-conflict Africa: On policy priorities, 2012, 4 pp, 978-91-7106-727-2
Youth in urban areas of post-war African countries lead lives that are not very different from non-post-war
societies. In fact it is often hard to separate battle-hardened ex-combatants from street-hardened urban youth
in general. In this context, youth is a social category of people living in volatile and dire life conditions rather
than a group defined by age. It is people who are no longer children, but who have yet to become social adults,
people who have been marginalized into what they see as a chronic state of youthhood. It is the number of
social youth, not the number of an age-categorized “youth bulge”, that poses a danger for stability in many
African countries. This way of defining youth demands special efforts and raises special concerns when
international donor communities create and implement youth-specific projects in post-conflict areas. Related
to that, this policy note reflects on number of issues that will help improve the results of such projects through
knowing and using existing social structures, including gender relations, the problems of social elites and the
advantages of utilizing already existing systems of labor training.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1570
3. Eldridge Vigil Adolfo, Mimmi Söderberg Kovacs, Daniel Nyström & Mats Utas, Electoral Violence in Africa. 2012,
4 pp, 978-91-7106-726-5
In the time period 2012–2013, over 20 national elections and two constitutional referendums are scheduled in
Africa. In several of these elections, violence is anticipated to play a prominent role. There is great urgency to
support the establishment of effective and legitimate electoral institutions and electoral frameworks; institute
reforms aimed at lowering the stakes of elections; encourage the devolution of powers; improve the socioeconomic standing of the populace; and devise strategies to prevent and manage electoral violence.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1571
2. Eldridge Vigil Adolfo, Angola's Sustainable Growth and Regional Role beyond the Elections. 2012, 4 pp, 978-917106-724-1
Angola’s economic boom averaging about 17 per cent per annum, is centred on its extractive oil industry and
has made Angola one of the fastest growing economies in sub-Saharan Africa and the world. With national
peace providing stability and a strong military to negotiate regional threats, Angola is expected to consolidate
its position as a regional power commensurate with its economic and military might. However, Angola faces
challenges in the political, social, economic, governance, security and foreign policy arenas. It will also have to
contend with election-related violence. While a bright medium-term future is in prospect for Angola, the
country will have to negotiate and overcome these challenges to sustain its long-term peaceful development.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1563

1. Onyanta Adama, Privatising services as if people matter: Solid waste management in Abuja, Nigeria. 2012, 4 pp,
978-91-7106-721-0
There is an overwhelming focus on the state and the private sector in the language and practice of
privatisation, even though it calls for a tripartite arrangement that includes the people. A major consequence is
the failure to comprehend and assess fully the important role of the people. While the people have a major part
in supporting privatisation through payment of user charges, they are not often seen as key partners by city
governments in Africa. Public participation has important implications for finance and cost recovery. Thus a
people-centred approach to privatisation in which the users of services are consulted and involved in decisionmaking processes is crucial to the emergence of sustainable solid waste management systems in African cities.
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This study provides useful insights into the complexity of public participation in the context of privatisation of
solid waste services and offers policy guidelines relevant to the major stakeholders.
Available for free download: http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:nai:diva-1455
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