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Abstract 
Drawing mainly on critical studies on men and masculinities, in this talk I examine how masculinities, specifically men’s nonconforming sexualities, contest, seek to become, and are resisted by others from becoming part of a tradition as well as how such a contestation is contigent on place. I employ the case of a gay wedding that took place in a relatively small township in South Africa, and mediated global responses to the wedding, to consider how we might better understand the question of gender and change. The location of discourses on cultural tradition figures centrally here, and I attend to it as I wish to point towards contestations around masculinities as they interact with tradition and the ways in which both are always tied to place. The general history of South Africa is probably very well known to many African scholars and Africanists, and as such it will not be necessary to give a history of and contemporary developments in the country. However, perhaps it would be worthwhile to underline some of the momentous and often volatile controversies occurring around sexuality and masculinities if we are to appreciate the contestations around the case in question, as well as how masculinities and cultural traditions change. One momentous change has been the shift from a legal-political context within which sex and marriage between persons from different racial groups were forbidden to where not only interracial marriages are permissible but also where same-sex/gender subjects of the same or different race can marry or have a civil union. Another equally pertinent change has been the contestations and introduction of a number of laws around the governance of tradition and customary marriage. A more fundamental change is that, whereas apartheid laws framed masculinities and gendered sexualities within a heteronormative framework, the changing post-apartheid democratic space is singular as one of the first in the world to constitutionally guarantee and protect the right of sexual orientation. All these have shifted the grounds on which gender relations and identities can occur, as well as signalling an obvious need to do more work to understand the meanings of the shifts and contestations around masculinities, sexualities, and tradition as they interpenetrate each other. In pointing out men’s genders and sexualities and their cultural traditions as discursive practices connected to specific places and temporalities I also hope to raise the possibility of finding and generating spaces for changing gender relations and challenging oppressive traditions.

