
 



Speculative fiction is an umbrella term, encompassing different genres of fiction that 
include speculative elements or take place beyond our known world. The two main 
categories, Science Fiction and Fantasy are set in a naturalistic world and a non-
naturalistic world respectively. Each come with subgenres like dystopias, cyberpunk, 
space operas, horror, urban fantasy etc. The term speculative fiction is recent in the 
African context but fiction with mythological elements, tales and genres like magic 
realism have a long tradition on the continent. Tutuola’s The Palm-Wine Drinkard 
(1952) and Ben Okri’s Famished Road (1991) are two examples. Speculative fiction, 
especially dystopias illuminate and in many cases bring out unexpected perspectives 
on societal challenges. Several early South African writers wrote novels reflecting on 
the apartheid state, a dystopia in itself. 
 
Afrofuturism was introduced in 1994 by Mark Dery as a term for speculative fiction 
that were based on experiences and concerns by the African Diaspora as well as the 
Black American experience. 
 
Africanfuturism was coined by the Nigerian American author Nnedi Okarofor in 
2019 to describe a genre that is based on the African continent, its history, mythology 
and culture. In comparison to Afrofuturism’s center on the black diaspora, 
Africanfuturism centers in/about Africa and its people. 
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NOVELS 

 
Adeyemi, Tomi (Nigeria) 

Children of virtue and vengeance. - London : Macmillan, 2019. - 404 p. 
Children of blood and bone. - London : Macmillan, 2018. - 531 p. 

Apoola, Tope (Nigeria) 
Times of the supermen. - Lagos : Bateleur Resources, 2010. - 440 p. 

Atogun, Odafe (Nigeria) 
Taduno's song. - Lagos : Ouida Books, 2016. - 219 p. 

Bacon, Eugen (Tanzania) 
Black moon : graphic speculative flash fiction. - Melbourne : Ifwg Publishing, 2020. - 63 p. 
Claiming T-Mo. - Atlanta : Meerkat Press, 2019. - 250 p.  

Bajaber, Khadija Abdalla (Kenya) 
The house of rust : a novel. - Minneapolis : Graywolf Press, 2021. - 258 p. 

Barrett, A. Igoni (Nigeria) 
Blackass. - London : Chatto & Windus, 2015. - 262 p. 

Beukes, Lauren (South Africa) 
Afterland. - New York, NY : Mulholland Books, 2020. - 409 p. 
Broken Monsters. - London : HarperCollins, 2014. - 520 p. 
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The shining girls. - London : HarperCollins, 2013. - 432 p. 
Moxyland. - Nottingham : Angry Robot, 2012. - 314 p. 
Zoo city. - Nottingham : Angry Robot, 2011. - 383 p. 

Brink, André (South Africa) 
Devil's Valley. - London : Secker & Warburg, 1998. - 372 p.  

Bulawayo, Noviolet (Zimbabwe) 
Glory. - New York : VIKING, 2022. - 403 p. 

Chait, Gavin (South Africa) 
Lament for the fallen. - London : Black Swan, 2017. - 429 p. 
Our memory like dust. - London : Doubleday, 2017. - 386 p. 

Coovadia, Imraan (South Africa) 
A spy in time. - Los Angeles : Goldbloood Book/Rare Bird Books, 2018. - 224 p.  

Couto, Mia (Mozambique) 
Confession of the lioness. - London : Harvill Secker, 2015. - 192 p. 
A confissão da leoa. - Lisboa : Caminho, 2012. - 270 p. 
Under the frangipani. - London : Serpent's Tail, 2001. - 150 p. 
A varanda do frangipani. - Lisboa : Caminho, 1996. - 154 p. 
Terra sonâmbula. - Lisboa : Caminho, 1996. - 220 p. 

Daoud, Kamel (Algeria) 
Zabor, or the psalms. - New York : Other Press, 2021. - 372 p. 

Dila, Dilman (Uganda) 
The future god of love. - Edinburgh : Luna Press Publishing, 2021. - 80 p. 
A fledgling abiba. - St. Andrews : Guardbridge Books, 2020. - 134 p. 

Diyen, Colin (Cameroon) 
In the service of Satan. - Mankon : Langaa RPCIG, 2014. - 109 p.  

Dorman, Nerine (South Africa) 
The company of birds. - Stafford : Immanion Press, 2019. - 365 p. 
Dawn's Bright Talons. - Hertford : Crossroad Press, 2014. - 222 p. 

Drayden, Nicky (United States) 
The prey of gods. - New York : Harper Voyager, 2017. - 381 p. 
Elkon, Jon (South Africa) 
Umfaan's heroes. - London : André Deutsch, 1989. - 192 p. 

Embleton, Stephen (South Africa) 
Soul searching. - St. Andrews : Guardbridge Books, 2020. - 359 p. 

Emecheta, Buchi (Nigeria) 
The rape of Shavi. - London : Ogwugwu Afor, 1983. - 183 p.  

Emezi, Akwaeke (Nigeria) 
The death of Vivek Oji. - New York : Riverhead Books, 2020. - 248 p. 
Pet. - New York : Make Me a World, 2019. - 204 p. 
Freshwater. - New York : Grove Press, 2018. - 229 p. 

Fagunwa, Daniel Olorunfemi (Nigeria) 
The forest of a thousand daemons : a hunter's saga. - London : Nelson, 1968. - 140 p.  

Farmer, Nancy (United States) 
The ear, the eye, and the arm. - New York : Scholastic, 2012. - 311 p. 

Farren, Tracey (South Africa) 
The Book of Malachi. - London : Titan Books, 2020. - 325 p. 
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Forna, Namina (Sierra Leone) 
The merciless ones. - London : Usborne Publishing, 2022. - 477 p. 
The gilded ones. - London : Usborne Publishing, 2021. - 411 p. 

Hlobo, Ziphozakhe (South Africa) 
Khazimla's adventures. - Cape Town, 2016. - 24 p. 

Huchu, Tendai (Zimbabwe) 
The library of the dead. - London : Tor, 2021. - 329 p. 

Kourouma, Ahmadou (Cote d'Ivoire) 
Waiting for the wild beasts to vote. - London : Heinemann, 2001. - 445 p.  
En attendant le vote des bêtes sauvages. - Paris : Seuil, 1998. - 357 p. 

Laing, B. Kojo (Ghana) 
Big Bishop Roko and the altar gangsters. - Accra : Woeli Publishing, 2006. - 370 p. 
Major Gentl and the Achimota wars. - Oxford : Heinemann, 1992. - 185 p.  
Woman of the aeroplanes. - London : Heinemann, 1988. - 196 p. 

Leye, Tunde (Nigeria) 
Guardians of the seal. - Lagos : TLs Place Media, 2016. - 186 p. 

Lotz, Sarah (South Africa) 
The three. - London : Hodder & Stoughton, 2015. - 472 p.  

Low, Marcus (South Africa) 
Asylum. - London : Legend Press, 2017. - 207 p. 

Magubeni, Unathi (South Africa) 
Nwelezelanga : the star child. - Auckland Park : Blackbird Books, 2016. - 131 p. 

Maillu, David G. (Kenya) 
The Equatorial assignment. - London : Macmillan, 1980. - 155 p. 

Makumbi, Jennifer Nansubuga (Uganda) 
Kintu. - Oakland : Transit Books, 2017. - 443 p. 

Miller, Andrew K. (South Africa) 
Dub Steps. - Auckland Park: Jacana, 2015. - 366 p. 

Mkize, Loyiso (South Africa) 
Kwezi. - Cape Town : David Philip, 2016-2021. - 4 vol. 

Moore, Wayétu (Liberia) 
She would be king. - London : Pushkin Press, 2019. - 360 p. 

Ndlovu, Siphiwe Gloria (Zimbabwe) 
The theory of flight. - Pacifica : Catalyst Press, 2021. - 319 p.  

Ngũgĩ wa Thiongo (Kenya) 
The perfect nine : the epic of Gĩkũyũ and Mũmbi. - New York : New Press, 2020 . - 227 p. 
Wizard of the crow. - London : Harvill Secker, 2006. - 768 p. 

Ntshanga, Masande (South Africa) 
Triangulum. - Columbus : Two Dollar Radio, 2019. - 365 p. 

Nwọka, Okezie (Nigeria) 
God of mercy : a novel. - New York : Astra House, 2021. - 289 p. 

Oh, Temi (Nigeria) 
Do you dream of Terra-Two?. - London : Simon & Schuster, 2019. - 520 p. 
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Okojie, Irenosen (Nigeria) 
Butterfly Fish. - London : Jacaranda Books Art Music, 2015. - 344 p. 

Okorafor, Nnedi (Nigeria) 
Laguardia. - Milwaukie : Berger Books, 2022. - 205 p. 
After the rain. - New York : Abrams ComicArts, 2021. - 126 p. 
Noor. - New York : Daw Books, 2021. - 214 p.  
Remote control. - New York : Tom Doherty, 2021 
Binti : the night masquerade. - New York : Tom Doherty, 2018. - 208 p. 
Binti : home. - New York : Tom Doherty, 2017. - 164 p. 
What Sunny saw in the flames. - Abuja : Cassava Republic, 2016. - 314 p.  
Binti. - New York : Tom Doherty, 2015. - 90 p.  
The book of Phoenix : a novel. - London : Hodder & Stoughton, 2015. - 232 p. 
Lagoon. - London : Hodder & Stoughton, 2014. - 306 p.  
Who fears death. - New York : Daw Books, 2010. - 386 p.  
Zahrah the windseeker. - Boston. Graphia, 2008. - 308 p.  
The shadow speaker. - New York : Jump at the Sun/Hyperion, 2007. - 336 p.  

Okri, Ben (Nigeria) 
The freedom artist. - London : Head of Zeus, 2019. - 347 p.  
The age of magic. - London : Head of Zeus, 2015. - 286 p.  
Starbook : a magical tale of love and regeneration. - London : Rider, 2007. - 422 p. 
Infinite Riches. - London : Phoenix House, 1998. - 337 p. 
Astonishing the gods. - London : Phoenix, 1995. - 158 p.  
Songs of enchantment. - London : Anchor Books, 1993. - 297 p. 
The famished road. - London : Cape, 1991. - 500 p.  

Okungbowa, Suyi Davies (Nigeria)  
Son of the storm. - London : Orbit, 2021. - 450 p.  
David Mogo, godhunter. - Oxford : Abaddon Books, 2019. - 349 p. 

Okupe, Roye (Nigeria) 
E.X.O.: the legend of Wale Williams. - Milwaukie : Dark Horse Books, 2021 - 2 vol. 

Olatunde, Biola (Nigeria) 
Numen!. - Melbourne : IFWG Publishing, 2017. - 165 p. 
Rose of Numen. - Melbourne : IFWG Publishing, 2015. - 188 p. 
Numen Yeye. - Melbourne : IFWG Publishing, 2013. - 242 p. 

Olukotun, Deji Bryce (Nigeria) 
After the flare. - Los Angeles : The Unnamed Press, 2017. - 301 p. 
Nigerians in space. - Los Angeles : Unnamed Press, 2014. - 295 p. 

Onoh, Nuzo (Nigeria) 
The reluctant dead. - London : Canaan-Star, 2014. - 254 p. 

Onyebuchi, Tochi (Nigeria) 
War girls. - New York : Razorbill, 2019. - 444 p. 
Crown of thunder. - New York : Razorbill, 2018. - 303 p. 
Beasts made of night. - New York : Razorbill, 2017. - 298 p. 

Oyeyemi, Helen (Nigeria)  
Peaces. - London : Faber & Faber, 2021. - 256 p. 
Gingerbread. - London : Picador, 2018. - 290 p. 
Boy, snow, bird. - London : Picador, 2014 . - 308 p. 
Mr. Fox. - New York : Riverhead Books, 2011. - 324 p. 
The opposite house. - London : Bloomsbury, 2007. - 262 p. 
The Icarus girl. - London : Bloomsbury, 2005. - 305 p. 

Parkes, Nii Ayikwei (Ghana) 
Tail of the blue bird. - London : Jonathan Cape, 2009. - 170 p. 
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Pepetela (Angola) 
The return of the water spirit. - Oxford : Heinemann, 2002. - 102 p. 
O desejo de Kianda. - Lisboa : Publicações Dom Quixote, 2001. - 119 p. 

Samatar, Sofia (Somalia) 
The winged histories. - Easthampton : Small Beer Press, 2017. - 335 p. 
A stranger in Olondria : being the complete memoirs of the mystic, Jevick of Tyom. - Easthampton : 
Small Beer Press, 2013. - 299 p. 

Sansal, Boualem (Algeria) 
2084 : the end of the world. - New York : Europa Editions, 2017. - 252 p. 

Serpell, Namwali (Zambia) 
The old drift. - London : Hogarth, 2019 . - 566 p.  

Schonstein, Patricia (South Africa) 
A Time of Angels. - London : Black Swan, 2003. - 248 p. 
The apothecary's daughter. - London : Bantam, 2004. - 224 p.  

Singh, Nikhil (South Africa) 
Taty went west. - Nairobi : Kwani Trust, 2015. - 415 p. 

Sony Labou Tansi (Congo) 
Life and a half. - Bloomington : Indiana University Press, 2011. - 134 p.  
La vie et demie. - Paris : Seuil, 1979. - 191 p.  

Strydom, Fred (South Africa) 
The inside out man. - New York : Talos Press, 2017. - 267 p. 

Tag Elsir, Amir (Sudan) 
Telepathy. - Doha : Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation Publishing, 2015. - 169 p.  

Thompson, Tade (Nigeria) 
Far from the light of heaven. - London : Orbit, 2021. - 350 p. 
Rosewater redemption. - London : Orbit, 2019. - 373 p. 
The Rosewater insurrection. - New York : Orbit, 2019. - 406 p. 
Rosewater. - London : Orbit, 2018. - 390 p. 
The Murders of Molly Southbourne. - New York : Tom Doherty Associates, 2017. - 119 p. 

Tsamaase, Tlotlo (Botswana) 
The silence of the wilting skin. - Massachusetts : Pink Narcissus Press, 2020. - 97 p. 

Tutuola, Amos (Nigeria) 
Pauper, brawler and slanderer. - London : Faber, 1987. - 156 p. 
The witch-herbalist of the remote town. - London : Faber and Faber, 1981. - 205 p. 
The brave African huntress. - New York : Grove Press, 1970. - 150 p. 
Ajaiyi and his inherited poverty. - London : Faber, 1967. - 235 p.  
Feather woman of the jungle. - London : Faber and Faber, 1962. - 132 p. 
The palm-wine drinkard and his dead palm-wine tapster in the deads' town. - London : Faber & 
Faber, 1961. - 125 p. 
Simbi and the satyr of the dark jungle. - London : Faber, 1955. - 136 p. 
My life in the bush of ghosts. - London : Faber and Faber, 1954. - 174 p.  

Waberi, Abdourahman A. (Djibouti) 
In the United States of Africa. - Lincoln : University of Nebraska Press, 2009. - 123 p. 
Aux États-Unis d'Afrique. - Paris : JC Lattès, 2005. - 232 p. 

Wanjikũ wa Ngũgĩ (Kenya) 
Seasons in Hippoland. - London : Seagull Books, 2021. - 198 p.  

Watson, Mary (South Africa) 
Blood to Poison. - London : Bloomsbury, 2022. - 384 p. 
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The cutting room. - Johannesburg : Penguin Books, 2013. - 344 p. 

Wood, Nick (South Africa) 
Azanian bridges. - Alconbury Weston : NewCon Press, 2016. - 213 p. 

Wylie, Dan (South Africa) 
The wisdom of adders. - Grahamstown : Dan Wylie, 2016. - 148 p. 

Zadok, Rachel (South Africa) 
Gem squash tokoloshe. - London : Pan Books, 2005. - 327 p.   
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SHORT STORIES 

 

Arimah, Lesley Nneka (Nigeria) 
What it means when a man falls from the sky. - New York : Riverhead Books, 2017. - 230 p.  

Bacon, Eugen (Tanzania) 
Hadithi & the state of black speculative fiction. - Edinburgh : Luna Press Publishing, 2020. - 146 p. 
The road to Woop Woop and other stories. - Atlanta : Meerkat Press, 2020. - 185 p. 

Beukes, Lauren (South Africa) 
Slipping : stories, essays & other writing. - San Francisco : Tachyon, 2016. - 272 p. 

Cuoto, Mia (Mozambique) 
The blind fisherman. - Johannesburg : Penguin Books, 2010. - 247 p. 

Dila, Dilman (Uganda) 
A killing in the sun. - Johannesburg : Black Letter Media, 2014. - 194 p. 

Dongala, Emmanuel Boundzéki (Congo) 
Jazz and palm wine. - Bloomington : Indiana University Press, 2017. - 119 p. 

Mashigo, Mohale (South Africa) 
Intruders. - Johannesburg : Picador Africa, 2018. - 182 p. 

Mutia, Ba'bila (Cameroon) 
The Vacuum chamber : two novellas. - Denver : Spears Books, 2021. - 133 p. 

Nkweti, Nana (Cameroon) 
Walking on cowrie shells : stories. - Minneapolis : Graywolf Press, 2021. - 185 p. 
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Okojie, Irenosen (Nigeria) 
Nudibranch. - London : Dialogue Books, 2019. - 260 p. 
Speak gigantular. - London : Jacaranda, 2016. - 201 p. 

Okorafor, Nnedi (Nigeria) 
Kabu kabu. - Rockville : Prime Books, 2013. - 256 p. 

Oyeyemi, Helen (Nigeria) 
What is not yours is not yours. - London : Pan Macmillan, 2016. - 262 p. 

Talabi, Wole (Nigeria) 
Incomplete solutions. - Edinburgh : Luna Press, 2019. - 264 p. 

Tutuola, Amos (Nigeria) 
The village witch doctor & other stories. - London : Faber, 1990. - 90 p. 
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ANTHOLOGIES 

 

Africanfuturism. - Madison : Brittle Paper, 2020. - 89 p. [open access] 

African monsters. - Lutterworth : Fox Spirit Books, 2015. - 198 p. 

AfroSF : science fiction by African writers. - Tollered . Storytime, 2012. - 405 p. 

AfroSFv2. - Tollered : Storytime, 2015. - 487 p. 

AfroSFv3. - Tollered : Storytime, 2018. - 233 p. 

Disruption : new short fiction from Africa. - [South Africa] : Short Story Day Africa, 2021. - 306 p. 

Dominion : an anthology of speculative fiction. - Louisville : Aurelia Leo, 2020. - 250 p. 

LAGOS_2060 : exciting sci-fi stories from Nigeria. - Lagos : DADA books, 2013. - 218 p. 

Something wicked : science fiction and horror anthology. - Cape Town : Inkless Media, 2012. - 385 p. 

Something wicked : speculative fiction. - Cape Town : Inkless Media, 2013. - 387 p. 

Terra incognita : new short speculative stories. - South Africa : Short Story Day Africa, 2015. - 281 p. 
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TITLAR PÅ SVENSKA 
(TITLES IN SWEDISH) 
Brink, André (Sydafrika) 

Djävulsdalen. - Stockholm : Forum, 1999. - 360 p.  

Couto, Mia (Moçambique) 
Under frangipaniträdet. - Stockholm : Ordfront, 1997. - 155 s. 
Sömngångarland. - Stockholm : Ordfront, 1995. - 228 s. 

Okri, Ben (Nigeria) 
Den omättliga vägen. - Höganäs : Wiken, 1993. - 510 s. 

Oyeyemi, Helen (Nigeria) 
Ikarosflickan. - Stockholm : Norstedt, 2005. - 352 p. 

Tutuola, Amos (Nigeria) 
Palmvindrinkaren. - Lund : Bakhåll, 1996. - 124 s. 

Zadok, Rachel (Sydafrika) 
Sommarsquash tokolosh! - Stockholm : Pocketförlaget, 2008. - 258 p. 
 
 
 
 
 

TITLES ON AFRICAN 
SPECULATIVE FICTION 
African futures : thinking about the future through word and image / Lien Heidenreich-Seleme, Sean 
O'Toole (eds.). - Bielefeld : Kerber, 2016. - 343 p. 

Arab and Muslim science fiction : critical essays / Hosam A. Ibrahim Elzembely, Emad El-Din Aysha 
(eds.). - Jefferson : McFarland & Company, 2022. - 384 p. 

Dunia Yao - utopia/dystopia in swahili fiction : in honour of Said A.M. Khamis / Clarissa Vierke, 
Katharina Greven (eds.). - Köln : Rüdiger Köppe Verlag, 2016. - 232 p. 

Futurism and the African imagination : literature and other arts / Dike Okoro (ed.). - Abingdon : 
Routledge, 2022. - 241 p. 

Literary Afrofuturism in the twenty-first century / Isiah Lavender III, Lisa Yaszek (eds.). - Columbus : 
The Ohio State University Press, 2020. - 254 p. 

The Mozambican modern ghost story (1866-2006) : the genealogy of a genre / Peter J. Maurits. - 
Oxford : Peter Lang, 2022. - 214 p. 

South African gothic : anxiety and creative dissent in the post-apartheid imagination and beyond / 
Rebecca Duncan. - Cardiff : University of Wales Press, 2018. - 265 p. 

Speculative & science fiction / Louisa Uchum Egbunike, Chimalum Nwankwo (eds.). - Woodbridge : 
James Currey, 2021. - 259 p. 

Visions of the third millennium : black science fiction novelists write the future / Sandra M. Grayson. - 
Trenton : Africa World Press, 2002. - 132 p.  
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