
 wel: weel (Som/H.Salt) son 

KCG86 Wel Wel, see Welwel 

HEF94 Wela Goba, see Wila Goba 

HEM03 Wela Gakarehama, see Wila Gakarehama 

HDM41 Wela Gerem, see Wila Gerem 

JDK51 Welabu 0934'/4238' 1946 m, north-west of Jijiga 09/42 [Gz] 

 Mount Walaboo used to be a site for traditional pilgrimage 

 of the Oromo to the abbaa muda. 

JDK.. Welabu sub-district (centre in 1964 = Aneno), 09/42 [Ad Pa] 

 cf Mida Welabo 

 welad: wellad (wällad) (A) fecund, prolific, fertile /cattle/ 

HDM32 Welad kebele 09/39 [Ad] 

 in north-eastern Hagere Maryam & Kesem wereda, 

 11 km east of Koremash; area 1,316 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HE... Welaha 12/39? [x] 

JDJ91 Welale (mountain) 0952'/4143' 819 m 09/41 [Gz] 

-- Welamo, Walamo, a subdivision of the main ethnic group Ometo 

 (West Sidama); Welamo (Wellamo) as a name is in later time considered 

 to be better replaced by the name Wolayta (Wolayyta), see Welayta. 

-- Welamo language (Wellamo), see Welayita 

HCK52 Welamo (Walamo, Uollamo, Uolamo, Ualeita) 06/37 [+ Ad WO Gz] 

 (mountain) 0650'/3737' 2012 m 

 Coordinates would give map code HCK51 

 Welamo (area) 

 It was finally conquered by Menilek in 1894. 

HCK52 Welamo awraja (Wolamo, Wollamo, Walamo), see also Welayita awraja 

 The name was changed to Welayita awraja after the revolution in 1974, 

 see under this name for more recent years. 

-- welana: Walane, Wolane, a dialect of Gurage related to Silti 

HCS13c Welana 07/37 [LM] 

HDL78 Welanso kebele 09/39 [Ad] 

 in southernmost Saya Debir & Wayu Insaro wereda, 

 15 km south-west of Deneba; area 2,012 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDK96 Welarge (Dillon) 0953'/3804' 1554 m, 09/38 [AA Gz 18 WO] 

 west of Tulu Milki 

HDE16 Welargi (Fagogi) 0819'/3958' 2931, 3285 m, 08/39 [Gz WO] 

 (mountain), north-east of lake Ziway, 

 with church Silase to the west 

HEC45 Welavi (Uelavi) 11/37 [+ WO] 

-- Welayita, Wolaita, also known as Welamo, 

 a north Omotic ethnic group numbering about 1,269,216 

 according to the 1994 census. 

-- Welayita language is spoken by 999,694 monolinguals out of an 

 ethnic population of 1,269,216 according to the 1998 census. 

 Alternate names: Wellamo, Welamo, Wollamo, Wallamo, Walamo, 

 Ualamo, Uollamo, Wolaitta, Wolaita, Wolayta, Wolataita, Borodda, Uba, 

 Ometo. There are dialects Zala, Dorze, Melo. 

HC... Welayita (Walayta) (historical area) 06/37 [20] 

 Founded as a state c.1250 and its Tigray dynasty was founded c.1600. 

 Welayita was incorporated into imperial Ethiopia in November 1894. 

HCK51 Welayita awraja (Welamo .., Wolamo .., Uollamo ..) 06/37 [Gz n] 

 (Wolaita .., Wolayta .., Wolayyta ..) 0650'/3740' 

 (centre at least 1964-1980 = Soddo) 
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 The awraja name Welamo was changed into Welayita at some point after 1974. 

1970s In 1978 this awraja had the highest estimated population density in Ethiopia: 

HCK.. Welayta Soddo (with post office) 06/37 [Po] 

 = HCK52 Soddo (Wolamo Soddo)? 

HCS76 Welbareg, see Wulbareg 

HDJ15 Welbata 0910'/3706' 1922 m, south of Hareto 09/37 [Gz] 

HDL84 Welbati 0948'/3852' 2646 m, east of Fiche, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 see under Debre Libanos 

HDJ93 Welbe 0954'/3653' 2007 m, west of Alibo, 09/36 [Gz] 

HDM20 Welbeya 0916'/3924' 2228 m, 09/39 [Gz] 

 south-east of and near Sheno 

HDM72 Welcho & Ted Amba, see Wilcho & Tid Amba 

 weld (A) the Son, as part of the Trinity 

HDL74 Weld Ami 0944'/3847' 2582 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 see under Debre Libanos 

 weld nigus, the Son being King? son of king? 

HEL56 Weld Nigus (Uold Negus) 1213'/3900' 2325 m, 12/39 [Gz Gu] 

 north of Lalibela, cf Welde Nigus 

 welda (A) corolla, crown of flowers 

HDK31 Welda 09/37 [AA] 

HE... Welda, in Yeju awraja 11/39 [n] 

HEF43 Welda Lulu kebele (Wälda ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 in southern Tehuledere wereda, south of lake Hayk and west of 

 lake Hardibo; area 1,572 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HCJ97 Weldane 0714'/3716' 1845 m, north-west of Waka 07/37 [Gz] 

HEU14 Weldayo 1250'/3945' 1657 m, east of Korbeta 12/39 [Gz] 

 welde (wäldä) (A) son of /only used in compound male names, 

 e.g. Welde Giyorgis/ 

HBM56 Welde (Uolde) 0406'/3955' 907 m, 04/39 [+ WO Gz] 

 near the border of Kenya 

HDL90 Welde 0957'/3828' 2163 m, east of Tulu Milki 09/38 [Gz] 

HDT00 Welde 2163 m 09/38 [AA] 

 Welde Ab, a male personal name 

HDM03 Welde Ab (Cioba, Choba, Chowa) 09/39 [Gz x] 

 0904'/3937' 1174 m 

 With telegraph station in the early 1900s. 

HDM84 Welde Ab 0946'/3942' 3292 m, 09/39 [Gz] 

 south-west of Debre Sina near Termaber 

 

 welde a..: ager (agär) (A) land, district, rural area 

HDM.. Welde Ager (with church Mika'el), 09/39 [x] 

 in Bulga/Kasim wereda 

HDM22 Welde Ager kebele (Wäldé Agär ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in central Hagere Maryam & Kesem wereda in its eastern part, 

 17 km south-east of Koremash; area 1,266 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDM43 Welde Ager kebele (Wäldé Agär ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in central Angolela & Tera Asagirt wereda near its eastern border, 

 30 km south-south-east of Debre Birhan; area 998 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

JCB15c Welde Aliyu (Uoldealiu), at Ganale Doria 05/41 [+ Wa] 

HFE89 Welde Isti 1421'/3921' 2361 m, near code HFF80 14/39 [Gz] 

 (with church Kidane Mihret), north-west of Adigrat 
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HEF05 Welde kebele (Wäldé ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in north-easternmost Antsokiya & Gemza wereda, 

 18 km north of Majete; area 1,293 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 welde m..: menta (mänta) (A) twins, pairs; fork in a road 

HED61 Welde Menta (Uoghir Uoldementa, Uogir W.) 11/37 [Gz] 

 1128'/3737' 1607 m, downstream from Tis Isat bridge 

 welde nigus (A) son of king 

HEL56 Welde Nigus 1214'/3900' 2278 m, north of Lalibela, 12/39 [Gz] 

 cf Weld Nigus 

HFD71 Welde Yohanis Ager kebele (Wäldä-Yohanes .. ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in central Minjar & Shenkora wereda at its northern border, 

 10 km north of Bolo Silase; area 3,042 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HFD12 Weldebba, see Woldebba 

HCJ.. Weldehane, 07/37 [20] 

 town in Mareka Gena wereda between the Omo and Gojeb rivers. 

HEU20 Welderek 1253'/3922' 2614 m, 12/39 [Gz] 

 north-west of Maychew 

HEM02 Weldiya (Weldia, Weldya, Waldya, Ualdia, Uoldia) 11/39 [Gz x WO Gu] 

 (Weldeya, Waldeya, Wäldiya, Woldia, Woldiya) 11/39 [Br Ha 20] 

 (Woldai, Wubete), Gz 1150'/39 41' = HEM03 2112 m; 

 (Fre: Ouoldia), MS: 1148'/3935' = HEM02, 1850/2038 m 

 (1890s: Waldea), town in the Afder Zone 

 75 km (in a straight line) north of Dessie. 

 With church Gebriel, and post office. 

 Centre at least 1964-1980 of Yeju awraja. 

 Kebeles adjoining Weldiya are Gubarja to the east, Tekle 

 Haymanot and Girar to the south, Mehal Mechare to the west, 

 Adengur and Gebriel to the north. 

 Within a radius of 10 km there are at km 

 8E      Kile Adame kebele 

 10E    Lencha Dima kebele 

 2SE    Diha Wedih kebele 

 3SE    Gerbidda (Gherbidda) (village) 1953 m 

 6SE    Gerada kebele 

 7SE    Gurbiya (Gurbiagia) (village) 2907 m 

 8SE    Alem Agegnehu kebele 

 4S      Mola Giyorgis kebele 

 7S      Kundi (Cundi) (village near a stream) 

 7S      Sirinka kebele 

 3SW  Gola Mechare kebele 

 5SW  Amaye Mecha kebele 

 6SW  Gosh Wiha kebele 

 6SW  Gala Giyorgis kebele 

 8SW  Gere'ado (Gherado) (village) 1826/2122 m 

 9SW  Merto kebele 

 9SW  Mehal Gebaba kebele 

 10SW Wetek kebele 

 10SW Kokor Amba kebele 

 5W    Jarsa kebele 

 5W    Gedu Ber kebele 

 8W    Gebre Amba kebele 

 9W    Lideta Kereyu kebele 

 9W    Key Amba kebele 

Local History of Ethiopia Wel Wel - White © Bernhard Lindahl (2008)

Published online by the Nordic Africa Institute library | nai.uu.se/library 3 of 28



 5NW  Mito kebele 

 8NW  Kalim kebele 

 9NW  Asmela kebele 

 5N     Lema Solela kebele 

 8N     Belego kebele 

 5NE   Wacho kebele 

 5NE   Lay Ale Wiha kebele 

 9NE   Tach Ale Wiha kebele 

 Travertine for building purposes has been worked 

 on a minor scale from Weldiya. 

 Elephants could be hunted in the neighbourhood in the 1890s. 

Contractor M.C.M. Pollera built the hospital in Weldiya in 1937. 

1950s Weldiya was still centre of Yeju awraja in 1959. 

The famous commercial giant Sheik Mohammed Hussein Ali Al-Amoudi, 

 grew up in Weldiya. In later years he favoured Weldiya to some extent. 

In Weldiya there is an association of Xamir people with language Xamtanga, which is related to 

Awngi/Agew and Qemant. There were estimated to be 80,000 or fewer Xamtanga 

speakers in 1995. 

 There is no direct bus line to Mekele. 

 Weldiya : Anoma Maryam 

 David Buxton visited this church north-west of Weldiya in October 1944: 

"The cave was completely hidden in a ravine choked with a jungle-growth of trees and herbage." [D 

Buxton (1949)1957 ] 

JDA73 Weldoyi (G. Uoldoi) 0849'/4008' 1281, 1593 m, 08/40 [Gz WO] 

 (mountain), south-west of Awash station 

 Wele, a male personal name? 

HDK98 Wele 0957'/3818' 2547 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 see under Tulu Milki, cf Wili 

HDL89 Wele Denebe kebele (Wälé Dänäbä ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in eastern Saya Debir & Wayu Insaro wereda, to its north-west, 

 near Deneba settlement; area 740 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDL89 Wele Denebe Chancho kebele (Wälä .. Ch'anch'o ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in eastern Saya Debir & Wayu Insaro wereda, immediately 

 north-west of Deneba settlement; area 858 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEF16 Wele kebele (Wälé ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in eastern Kalu wereda, 20 km east-southeast 

 of Kombolcha; area 1,332 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEU74 Welea (Wele'a) (mountain) 1321'/3944' 2018 m, 13/39 [Gz] 

 south-east of Kwiha 

HDJ47 Weleba 0928'/3719' 2370 m, south-east of Shambu 09/37 [Gz] 

JCG66 Welechiso (Welech'iso) (peak) 0656'/4022' 2604 m, 06/40 [Gz] 

 south-west of Ginir 

HDU95 Weledi 1050'/3948' 1444 m (with church Maryam) 10/39 [Gz] 

 Welega, also a male personal name 

HDB50 Welega (Uallaga, Uollega, Walaga), 08/35 [Gz] 

 0836'/3544' 1828 m 

HCK93 Welege, island on lake Abaya, see Alge 

HDL15 Welege 0909'/3856' 2492 m, see under Sendafa 09/38 [AA Gz] 

HFE16 Welegesa (Welegesha), 13/39 [x] 

 (with rock-hewn church), see under Temben churches 

-- Welegeso Iyesus (Wolegheso Yesus) the same? 

HEL86 Weleh 1232'/3903' 2047 m, south of Sekota 12/39 [Gz] 
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HEL86 Weleh 1234'/3900' 2695 m, south of Sekota 12/39 [Gz] 

HEL.. Weleh sub-district (Wäläh) 12/39 [Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Adiansen Weleh) 

HDT75 Weleharo, see Wileharo 

 weleka (language?) black soil of type found in the plain 

 near lake Tana, something loose, disjointed 

HE... Weleka (Wäläqa, Walaqa) (historical place/river) ../.. [+ Pa n] 

HEJ99c Weleka (Wolleka, Wolleqa, Walleka, Weuleka) 12/37 [Gz q n WO] 

 (Welek'a, Weleqa, Wallaca, Uolaich) 1238'/3729' 2283 m 

 Near Gondar, formerly inhabited by Falasha. 

Around 1970: "We spent a busy hour in Wolleqa, a Falasha village just off the main road a few 

kilometres north of Gondar. The village has a synagogue and a school which has received 

some Israeli assistance. -- Women sat behind rows of pottery." 

  [P B Henze] 

 welel (wäläl) (A) floor; wellal (Som/H.Salt) brother 

GDF74 Welel (Walal, Walel, Wallel, Uallel, Ualel, Uale) 08/34 [Gz x WO] 

 (Wayu) (mountain) 0853'/3450' 2707, 3312 m, cf Tulu Welel 

 welela (wäläla) (A) liquid honey 

HDM11 Welele (Walale) 0913'/3925' 2742 m, 09/39 [Gz n] 

 (district in Bulga), see also Hawa & Welele wereda 

 (with church Mika'el Debir to the north), south-east of Sheno 

 A historical Muslim place in the 1300s written Walalah by G.W.B. Huntingford 

 is almost certainly believed to be same as modern Welele. 

HDM32 Welele kebele (Wälälé ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in north-eastern Hagere Maryam & Kesem wereda, 

 10 km east of Koremash; area 685 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEE08 Welelet 1056'/3909' 3393 m 10/39 [Gz] 

HEE18 Welelet kebele 10/39? [Ad] 

 in the middle of northernmost Legambo wereda, 

 5 km north of Akista; area 2,762 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDF51 Welenchiti (Uelenciti, Wolinchiti, Aualancheti) 08/39 [MS WO] 

 (Wolinchite, Wulinchiti, Uolenciti, Wolenchiti) 08/39 [Ad Po Gu] 

 (Welinchiti, Wulenchiti, Walankiti, Ualanchiti) 08/39 [Ca x Gu Gz] 

 (Wolencheti, Ualankit, Fre: Oualenketi), 

 distance 122 km from Addis Abeba 

 Gz: 0840'/3926' 1431 m; MS: 0840'/3930' 1436 m 

 With railway station & sub-post office under Nazret. 

 Centre in 1964 of Boset wereda. 

 The signboard at the railway station uses the spelling OUALENKETI. 

23 km from Nazret "there is usually a bar across the road in the middle of the valley. This is the 

inspection point for the game reserve which lies beyond. There is no trouble entering the 

game reserve, but the guards may insist on searching the car upon return." 

 [Welcome to Ethiopia, circa 1965] 

 welene: welena, welensa (Arsi O) Erythrina spp, tree with red flowers 

 Welene (wäläne), traditionally a Gurage area 

H.... Welene sub-district (Welenie .., Wolenie ..) 08/38 [+ Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Jemah), in Chebo & Gurage awraja, 

 cf Eza & Welene 

HEK55 Welene wereda (Wäläne, Wolene, Wolane ..) 08/38 [Ad x] 

 (centre in -1957-1964- = Aklil), see also Ezha & Welene wereda 

-- Weleni (Wolane, Walani) an ethnic sub-group speaking East Gurage 

HD... Weleni (centre in 1964 of Sibu Tuka sub-district) 09/36 [Ad] 
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HDD98 Welenkomi (Woloncomi, Wolenkomi, Wolenkomie) 09/38 [AA Gz Te Ad] 

 0900'/3815' 2341 m, west of Addis Alem, 76 km from Addis Abeba 

 With sub-post office under A. Abeba and church Kidane Mihret. 

 Centre in 1964 of Ejersa Lefa sub-district. 

 Within a radius of 10 km there are at km 

 2E      Kela (K'ela) 2129 m 

 3E      Tulu Ferda /Mecha/ 2124 m 

 5E      Ihud Gebeya 2208 m 

 6E      Bekenisa 

 7E      Huluko (Huluk'o) 

 7E      Miti (Mit'i) 2098 m 

 5W     Afe Nigus 2138 m 

 9NW  Lafa 2744 m + Mulo 

 2N     Tero 2163 m 

 4N     Gare 

 6N     Kora (area) 

 6N     Jemjem 2243 m 

HDL30 Welenkomi (Wolenkomi) 0924'/3830' 2111 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 (Wolonkomi) (with church Kidane Mihret) 

HDD66 Welenso (Weleso, Gafarsa) 0844'/3804' 2503 m 08/38 [Gz] 

HDL67 Welenso (Ualanso), see under Webera 09/39 [+ WO] 

HDL72 Welenso 0941'/3836' 2805 m, south-west of Fiche 09/38 [Gz] 

HD... Welenso /which one?/ 

HDF70 Welenso kebele (Wälénso ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in central Minjar & Shenkora wereda at its northern border, 

 a little north of Arerti; area 1,749 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 welensu, wolensu, welensa, wolensa (O) kinds of tree with 

 ornamental red flowers, Erythrina abyssinica, E. brucei, 

 with lightweight wood, easily planted for hedges; 

 walansu (O) having treatment, care, carefulness 

HDF91 Welensu 0858'/3926' 1548 m 08/39 [Gz] 

HDH97 Welensu 0952'/3620' 1925 m 09/36 [Gz] 

HDK37 Welensu 0920'/3810' 2544 m 09/38 [AA Gz] 

HDK37 Welensu 0924'/3813' 2482 m 09/38 [AA Gz] 

JCJ13 Welensu (Uelensu) (area) 06/41 [+ WO] 

JDK40 Welensu (Ualensu) (area) 09/42 [+ WO] 

HDJ85 Welensu Chule (.. Ch'ule) 0947'/3706' 2474 m, 09/37 [Gz] 

 south of Alibo 

HET24 Welesi, see Welezi 

HDD66 Weleso, see Welenso 

 welete (A) daughter of, in female names; 

 welete suk (A) lady's shop; 

 suk (A) shop, store, bazaar 

HDE93 Welete Suk (Wäläte Suq) (village) 08/38 [x] 

HET24 Welezi (Welesi) 1255'/3849' 1808 m 12/38 [Gz] 

HE... Welfa (locality near Ashenge) 12/39 [n] 

HDM80 Welgem, see Wilgim 

HEE56 Welgi 1123'/3903' 2211 m, south of Bete Hor 

JDK55 Welgo 0929'/4300' 1763 m 09/43 [Gz] 

JDK55 Welgo (Uelgo) 0930'/4258' 1786 m 09/42 [Gz WO] 

 weli (Som) holy man, person who exercises paternal authority 

HDD93 Weli 0901'/3750' 2059 m, see u. Ambo, cf Wali .. 09/37 [AA Gz] 

HEF71 Weli Mikael (church) 1133'/3930', 11/39 [Gz] 

 north-east of Mekdela 
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 welie h..: hamus (T) 1. kind of shrub or small tree, Rhus abyssinica; 

 2. Thursday 

H.... Welie Hamus sub-district (Wolie ..) 10/37? [+ Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Achingi) 

 welie s..: sekela (säqala) (A) large rectangular house or shed 

HE... Welie Sekela sub-district 11/37 [Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Kolel Gebread) 

HCJ29 Welimera 0634'/3726' 1866 m, cf Welmera 06/37 [Gz] 

JEH82 Welis (mountain chain) 1230'/4051' 960 m 12/40 [Gz] 

-- Weliso, Wolisso, Wolisa, a sub-tribe of the Mecha/Liban Oromo 

HDD45 Weliso (Giyon, Ghion, Guyon, Waliso, Walliso,) 08/37 [MS Ro Gz] 

 (Ualiso, Uoliso, Wolisa, Woliso, Wolisso, Wilisso)  08/37 [Ad WO Gu] 

 (Welso, Walso) Gz: 0832'/3759' 2063 m; MS: 0836'/3806' 2014/2103 m 

 Centre in 1980 of Chebo & Gurage awraja. 

 Distance 116 km from Addis Abeba. 

 Within a radius of 10 km there are at km 

 5E        Waranne (Uaranne) (village) 

 9SE      Birbirsa (village) 2014 m 

 10W     Aro (mountain) 

 10NW  Chitu, see this name 

 5..        Obi (mission station), see this name 

  The Amhara-dominated government changed the name to Ghion 

 at some point before 1951 and this continued to be used during about 

 four decades, although Weliso dominated in daily conversation. 

 A new swimming-pool at the hotel was opened in mid-1960. 

A track for motor traffic extends 20 km from the centre of Weliso to a 

 find-spot of limestone. A lime-kiln was built there. 

 Around 1982 the hotel with the swimming pool with hot water was called 

 Resort Hotel and had 37 beds. 

Abba Wolde Tensai Gizaw had much activity as a healer. In 1985 he was about 

 72 years old (photo on page 138 in Sandström's book). His church was simple and 

 undecorated. In his courtyard surrounded by buildings, so many healed people had left  their crutches and walking sticks and amulets that it became a kind of museum. 

 The Multipurpose Community Telecentre was opened in February 2000 and was 

 the first of its kind in Ethiopia. 

HDD46 Weliso 0832'/3806' 2715 m 08/38 [Gz] 

 weliso ..: goro (O) wild rose shrub 

HDD.. Weliso & Goro wereda 08/37 [Ad] 

 (-1994-) is divided into 95 rural and 10 urban kebeles. 

HDD54 Weliso wereda (Wolliso ..) 08/37 [+ Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Chitu) 

HDS41 Welka (Welk'a, Welqa) 1020'/3740' 2402 m, 10/37 [Gz] 

 west of Debre Markos 

HFC17 Welkayit (Wälqayit), see Wolkayit 

 welki (O) deep mud /where one cannot walk/ 

HDL42 Welki (Welk'i, Welqi) 0929'/3839' 2360 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 north-west of Sululta 

 welkite: wolkitte (O) even, plain; wolkitteh (O) kind of 

 shrub or tree, Dombeya goetzenii; (western O) kind of usually 

 small tree, Ilex mitis 

HDD13 Welkite (Welkitie, Walkitti, Uolchitte, Uolkitte) 08/37 [MS Ad Br WO] 

 (Welk'it'e, Welqite, Wolkite, Wolkitte, Fre: Ouolkité) 08/37 [Gz q Po Wa] 

 (Walkite, Wälk'itte, Walqitti), Gz: 0817'/3747' 1892 m 

 MS: 0815'/3749' 1910/1935 m; 

 at 158 km from Addis Abeba 

 Centre in 1964 of Goro wereda and 
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 of Amuru Werebira sub-district. 

 Capital (-1995-) of the Gurage Zone. 

 Within a radius of 10 km there are at km 

 10SW   Gato (village) 

 ?NW    Ummuga (village nearby) 1814 m 

Welkite became a centre of large scale mechanized farming. The process started 

 in 1969. In 1973 some 60 mechanized farms with an average size of 80 hectares had  been established. 

HDL68 Welkite Mikael (Welk'ite Mika'el) 0936'/3911', 09/39 [Gz] 

 (church), west of Debre Birhan 

 wello kore: see directly under kore for various meanings 

?? Wello Kore (visiting postman under W.Soddo) ../.. [Po] 

HDL01 Welmera (Welmera Adis) 0905'/3831' 2388 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 west of Addis Abeba, see also under Genet, 

 with Finnish mission at 3 km to the south-east. 

HDL01 Welmera sub-district 09/38 [Ad n] 

 (centre in 1964 = Merfeta) 

HDL01 Welmera wereda (Walmara ..) 09/38 [Ad] 

 (-1994-) is divided into 59 rural and 6 urban kebeles. 

GCT44 Welo (Uelo), cf Walo, Wilo, Wollo 07/33 [+ WO] 

HDM64 Welo Kotra kebele (Wälo Qotra ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in north-western Ankober wereda, 11 km north 

 of Ankober town; area 685 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HFF.. Welowalo (Walo Walo) 14/39 [20] 

At a short distance north of the road from Idaga Hamus is located the settlement of Welowalo. There 

is a rock-hewn church Maryam Tsiyon Kelakel said to be very old. North-west of the rock 

church is the small rectangular church Cherkos inside a walled churchyard. Cherkos gives 

the impression of having been built on the site of some Aksumite temple. Inside the 

church four Aksumite stone columns support the main structure. 

HFC17 Welqait, see Wolkayit 

HDD45 Welso, see Weliso 

 welwel, walwal (Som) 1. cool breeze that blows in the evening; 

 2. anxiety, agitation, worry; (A) (wälwäl) empty space 

KCG86 Welwel (Ual Ual, Wel Wel, Walwal, Fre: Oual-Oual) 07/45 [Gz WO Gu Ad] 

 (Wol Wol) Gz: 0703'/4524' = KCG86, 570 m; MS: 0700'/4520' = KCG76 

 (many wells, stated to be 359 in number), a much discussed conflict site in 1934-35. 

KCG76 Welwel & Warder awraja (centre in 1964 = Warder) 06/45 [Ad] 

HDL79 Welyu 0944'/3918' 2735 m, south-east of Deneba 09/39 [Gz] 

JDP58c Wema (Uema) 1030'/4125' 789 m, cf Wama 10/41 [Wa Gz] 

HDD16 Wemam (Weman) 0818'/3804' 2214 m 08/38 [Gz] 

HDU62 Wembeda (Wembada) 1030'/3932' 2827 m, 10/39 [Gz] 

 south of Were Ilu 

HEF95 Wembede 1142'/3948' 1506 m, 11/39 [Gz] 

 south-east of Weldiya 

 wember (wämbär) (A,T) chair, seat; chief judge; "St. Mary's Throne" 

H.... Wember Maryam (small village), 08/38 [Ca 20] 

 tiny settlement at the foot of Zikwala mountain 

-- wembera: Wambera, ethnic group numbering 6,636 (in the 1980s?) 

HDP70 Wembera (Wambera, Wombera, Wumbera, Uombera) 10/35 [Gz x Pa Gu] 

 (Wämbärya, Wanbera) (high plateau), Gz: 1035'/3548' 2097 m 

 MS: 1039'/3538' = HDN79, c.2150 m, 

 area where the Dabus joins the Abay. 

HDP70 Wembera (Wenbera, Uombera, Uambera, Umbera) 10/35 [Gz Ad WO Wa] 

 (Wanbera, Wambera), see also under Debre Zeyit 

HDP70 Wembera wereda (Wenbera, Wumberta ..) 10/35 [Ad MS n] 
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 (centre in 1964 = Debre Zeyit) 

 Located (-2003-) in the Metekel zone of Benishangul-Gumuz Regional State. 

 (-1994-) is divided into 45 rural kebeles and 1 urban. 

HDL23 Wembere 0916'/3844' 2506 m, north of Sululta 09/38 [AA Gz] 

HEM71 Wemberet 1228'/3930' 3086 m, west of Alamata 12/39 [Gz] 

HET79 Wemberet 1319'/3918' 2340 m, north of Samre 13/39 [Gz] 

HDR64 Wemberma (Wämbärma, Wämbäremma, Wambarma) 10/36 [Pa n] 

 (Wemberima, Wenberima, Womberima) 1031'/3657' 1950 m 

 Historically recorded as a main route into Gojjam. 

HDR63 Wemberma sub-district (centre in 1964 = Yenegash) 10/37 [Ad] 

H.... Wemberma & Gwagussa wereda 10/36 [+ Ad] 

 (Womberima & Guagussa ..) (centre in 1964 = Shende Gebreal) 

HDR63 Wemberma wereda 10/36 [Ad] 

HDP70 Wembero, see Debre Zeyit 

 wemberof..: Kirkos = St. Cyriacus 

HEJ74 Wemberofta Kirkos (Wemberoft'a K'irk'os) (church) 12/38 [Gz] 

 1229/3857', north-west of lake Tana 

HFF.. Wemberta wereda (Wumberta ..), 13/39 [20] 

 concerning elections, see under Atsbi 

HEJ14 Wemberya (Wmbärya, Wambarya) 11/36 [Gz Pa n] 

 1153'/3659' 1819 m, at a western shore of lake Tana 

HDU12 Wemcha kebele (Wämcha ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in central Lalo Midir & Mama Midir wereda, 

 5 km south-west of Molale; area 1,711 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDD92 Wemetu 0902'/3743' 1980 m, west of Ambo 09/37 [AA Gz] 

HDU04 Wemso kebele 10/39 [Ad] 

 in south-eastern Lalo Midir & Mama Midir wereda, 

 8 km south-east of Molale; area 697 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 wena (wäna) (A) abandoned /house, home/ 

HDM22 Wena kebele 09/39 [Ad] 

 at south-easternmost Angolela & Tera Asagirt wereda, 

 35 km south of Debre Birhan; area 2,704 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

GD... Wenaga (in Kelem awraja) 08/34? [Ad] 

 wenago: wanaag (Som) goodness, kindness, mercy 

HCK08 Wenago (Wanago, Wonago, Uanago, Uonago) 06/38 [Gz Po WO Gu] 

 Gz: 0619'/3816' 1764 m; MS: 0615'/3815' 1750 m 

 MS coordinates would give map code HCD98 a little to the south 

 (with sub-post office under Shashemene), cf Dilla 

 (centre in 1964 of Dilla wereda), 

 13 km from Dilla and north of Agere Maryam. Nearby 

 there is an important site of monoliths, see Tutu Fella. 

HCK08 Wenago sub-district 06/38 [Ad n] 

 (centre in 1964 = Gwangwa) 

HCK08 Wenago wereda 06/38 [Ad] 

 (-1994-) is divided into 34 rural and 9 urban kebeles. 

?? Wenareb, not far from Gondar ../.. [18] 

HDP70 Wenbera, cf Wembera and Debre Zeyit 10/35 [En] 

 The Shinasha people in Wenbera speak Oromo language. 

HDR63 Wenberima, see Wemberma 

HDU15 Wenberiya kebele 09/39 [Ad] 

 in central Kewet wereda at its westernmost part, 

 11 km north of Debre Sina; area 960 hectares. 

Local History of Ethiopia Wel Wel - White © Bernhard Lindahl (2008)

Published online by the Nordic Africa Institute library | nai.uu.se/library 9 of 28



 [CSA 1994] 

HDM83 Wenbero 0949'/3937' 2603 m, 09/39 [Gz] 

 north-east of Debre Birhan 

HDM83c Wenbero & Teko kebele (Wänbäro & T'äqo ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in north-eastern Debre Birhan Zuriya & Keyit wereda, 13 km west 

 of Debre Sina and 15 km north-east of Debre Birhan; area 1,584 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

H.... Wenbert (centre in 1964 of Adi Holie sub-district) 13/39 [Ad] 

HFF04 Wenberta, see Womberta, cf Atsbi & Wenberta wereda 

HE... Wencher Giyorgis 12/37 [Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 of Wetebet sub-district) 

HDD74 Wenchi (Wonchi, Uoenci, Uanci) 0848'/3756' 08/37 [Br Ca Ad WO] 

 (mountain 3386 m and lake and church K'irk'os 3018 m) 

 (Wench'i) (map of 1898 has "Lake Wonishi"; Fre: Ouanchi) 

The mountain is an extinct volcano and the vast crater is filled with a blue lake. 

 The descent from the rim is exceedingly steep. 

"There was a tree-covered island sheltering a monastery." [T Tonkin 1972] 

HDT06 Wenchi (Wench'i) 0959'/3900' 1880 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 (with church), north-east of Fiche 

HDD74 Wenchi wereda (Wonch ..) (centre in 1964 = Dilela) 08/37 [Ad] 

 (-1994-) is divided into 35 rural kebeles and 1 urban. 

HDT20 Wenchit & Sie kebele (Wänch'it & Sié ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 near south-westernmost Gera Midir & Keya Gebriel 

 wereda; area 2,078 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEM41 Wendashi (Uendasci) (pass) 2925 m 12/39 [+ Gu] 

HEC.. Wendata, with Bahir Dar as the nearest town 11/37 [n] 

HED91 Wendefada 1145'/3739' 2028 m, 11/37 [Gz] 

 north-east of Bahir Dar 

HED53 Wendegede 1122'/3749' 2225 m 11/37 [Gz] 

HEC40 Wendelay Mikael (Wendelai Michael), 11/36 [+ Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 of Tumha sub-district) 

HDJ44 Wendi 0928'/3701' 2521 m, south-west of Shambu 09/37 [Gz] 

H.... Wendie (centre in 1964 of Ija sub-district) 08/37? [Ad] 

HEJ05 Wendige (Uendige, Uendighie, Wandge, Wandegé) 11/37 [+ WO Gu Pa] 

 (Wendiye) 1148'/3704' 1828 m, south-west of lake Tana, 

 in a bay formed by the delta of the Little Abay. 

 On a height Arara (Ararat of the Bible?) there is a church of Kidus Yohannes. 

 wendo: wondo (O) kind of spindly shrub or tree, 

 Dracaena afromontana 

HBR43 Wendo (Uando, Wondo) 0455'/3657' 541 m, 04/36 [LM WO Mi Gz] 

 (Uorra Uando) 

HCL20 Wendo (Wondo, Wando, Uondo) 06/38 [MS Br x Gu] 

 Gz: 0636'/3825' = HCL20, 2037 m; MS: 0630'/3820' = HDK19 

 (with sub-post office), south of Yirga Alem. 

 Centre in 1964 of Aleta Wendo wereda, see also Wendo : Aleta. 

 Within a radius of 10 km there are at km 

 5SE   Aleta (Allata) (village) 

 7S     Omacho (Omaccio) (area) 

 10S   Otilcho (Tafari Kella, Chella Tafari) 

 Aleta is on the main road towards Negele and was once 

 a "Governor's ketema" 

In 1969, Wendo was said to be a cattle slaughtering centre. 

 Wendo : Aleta, see also Aleta Wendo 

Once the ketema of Dejazmach Balcha, Governor of Sidamo, 
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 but he moved to Agere Selam. 

HDL92c Wendo (Wondo), with sawmill, 07/38 [x] 

 see under Shashemene 

HDJ76 Wendo 0944'/3712' 2433 m, north-east of Shambu 09/37 [Gz] 

-- wendo a..: Adola, unit of Somali now found (1980s) in Kenya 

?? Wendo Adola (Wondo A.) ../.. [x] 

 wendo g..: genet (gänät, gännät) (A,T), genneta (O) paradise 

 while waiting to enter Heaven 

HCL71 Wendo Genet 0701'/3835' 1723 m 07/38 [Gz Ca Po] 

 (Wondo Gennet) (with hotel & sub-post office) 

 Diplomas in Forestry were issued at Wendo Genet during twenty years. 

 The forestry institute was financed by SIDA of Sweden. 

 The hotel around 1982 had 22 beds and was called a 'resort spa'. 

 The Bele bath under Wendo Genet was a thermal bath only, 

 with no restaurant or even a telephone. 

The Wondogenet Forestry Institute offered (-1982-) a 2-year course in Forestry 

 to students who had passed grade 12 examination.The Wendo Genet earthquake in  1983 

was among the most significant in Ethiopia in the 20th century. 

In 1998, Wondo-Guenet Forestry College was merged with the Faculty of Forestry of Alemaya and 

incorporated into Awassa University. 

The resort is around 15 km south-east of Shashemene and lies off the main Shashemene-Wendo 

Genet road, 5 km before it reaches the village of Wendo Genet. The turn-off is on the left 

near the village of Washa. 

 Hotel Wabe Shebele has 40 rooms (-2003-). 

The draw of the resort is the hot springs, which are about 50 m down the road. 

 The pool is about 20 m long. 

 Wendo Genet : Washa (Busa) 

 The village lies near the turn-off for Wendo Genet resort, 5 km before the village 

 of Wendo Genet. 

-- wene babo: Babo, name of an Ania tribe of the eastern Oromo 

HEF53 Wene Babo (Uene Babo), see under Hayk 11/39 [+ Gu] 

HDM22 Weneberi & Megezez kebele 09/39 [Ad] 

 in south-western Angolela & Tera Asagirt wereda, 

 30 km south of Debre Birhan; area 2,386 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDL85 Wenedi 0947'/3852' 2628/2652 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 see under Debre Libanos 

HDM65 Wenen Amba, see Winin Amba 

HDM91 Wenfes (district in Shewa) 0957'/3928' 09/39 [Gz] 

 (with church Amanuel), north-west of Debre Birhan 

 Coordinates also come close to map code HDU01 

HDU01 Wenfes & Ingido Washa kebele (Wänfäs & Engedo ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in western Mafud, Mezezo, Moja & Wadera wereda, 

 15 km west of Sela Dingay; area 2,253 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 wenfit (wänfit) (A) sieve, strainer 

HEK54 Wenfit (Uenfit) (mount.) 1213'/3755' 2448, 3117 m 12/37 [+ Gu Gz] 

?? Wenga, in Deressa awraja ../.. [Ad] 

 The junior secondary school in 1968 had 75 male and 7 female students 

 in grades 7-8, with 3 teachers (Ethiopian). 

-- Wenge (Wängé) a tribe of the Gafat known from around 1600 

HDR79 Wenge (Uenghie) (area), cf Wanga 10/37 [+ WO] 

 wengel (wängel) (A) gospel 

HEC66 Wengela Giyorgis (Uonguela Gheorghis) 11/37 [+ It] 

 (church on a hill) 
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HDB67 Wengere 0844'/3619' 2186 m, west of Arjo 08/36 [Gz] 

 weni (T) 1. courage; 2. passion, temper; (O) hoare-frost, rime 

HDP15 Weni (Ueni) (mountain) 1004'/3611' 1819 m, 10/36 [+ WO Gz] 

 cf Wenni, Woni 

 wenjel (wändjäl) (A) crime, violation 

HCS23 Wenjela 0729'/3750' 2225 m, 07/37 [Gz] 

 south-west of and near Hosaina 

HDC70 Wenjela 0849'/3637' 2154 m, north-east of Arjo 08/36 [Gz] 

HEC97 Wenjeta (Wenjet'a) 1141'/3717' 1828 m 11/37 [Gz] 

HDE39 Wenji (Wonji, Wonjee, Wonji Shewa, Uongi) (area) 08/39 [Gz Po WO Gu] 

 Gz: 0827'/3917' 1588 m; MS: 0820'/3915'  

 (sugar estate to the south-west at 0824'/3915') 

 (with sub-post office under Nazret), south of Nazret 

 Distance 107 km from Addis Abeba. 

 A paper factory near the sugar factory started operation in 1970. 

The Wenji Sugar Estate was operated by HVA = N.V. Handelsvereeniging Amsterdam, a Dutch 

colonial firm having similar projects in other parts of the world. 

A source from 1955 says that there were about 1,000 employees and a total output of 15,000 tons of 

refined sugar per year. 

 An Islamic stela was discovered at Didimtu near Wenji in 1969 

 It has been hypothetically dated to the 1100s. 

HDL73 Wenji 0943'/3846' 2584 m, see under Fiche 09/38 [AA Gz] 

HDE38 Wenji sub-district (centre in 1964 = Kurftu) 08/39 [Ad] 

 wenk (wänq) (Gurage) guenon monkey, tota, Cereopithecus spp. 

 wenka: wanka (A) kinds of small tree, Commiphora spp. 

HDS53c Wenka (Wanka), in Debre Markos awraja 10/37 [LM Ad] 

HED61 Wenkie (Uonchie) (village) 11/37 [+ It] 

 wenni, weennii (O) black-and-white guereza monkey, 

 Colobus polykomos abyssinicus, C. p. gallarum 

HDM25 Wenni (M. Uenni) (area) 2073 m, cf Weni 09/39 [+ WO] 

?? Wenober, in the Amhara region, see Weynober ../.. [20] 

 4th highest mountain in Ethiopia. 

HDS02 Wentu 1000'/3744' 2047 m, south of Debre Markos 09/37 [AA Gz] 

 wentu d..: dama (A,O) reddish brown; damma (O) honey 

HDU50 Wentu Dama 1025'/3923' 2600 m, 10/39 [Gz] 

 south-west of Were Ilu 

HD... Wentu sub-district (centre in 1964 = Sonbo) 09/39 [Ad] 

GCM95 Wenya (Uegna) (area) 07/34 [+ WO] 

 wenz (wänz) (A) river, river bed, also: intermittent stream; 

 wenz ager, river country 

HDT81 Wenz Ager kebele (Wänz Agär ..) 10/38 [Ad] 

 in north-western Sayint wereda, 12 km north-west of Ajibar; 

 area 5,181 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDT 62c Wenz Amba, 10/38 [n] 

 town in Debre Sina wereda (-1999-). 

HEE69 Wenz Amba 1127'/3917' 2148 m, near Mekdela 11/39 [Gz] 

HEM40 Wenz Amba Abo (church) 1210'/3924', 12/39 [Gz] 

 midway between Lalibela and Alamata 

HED52 Wenzagay (Wanzagai, Uanzagai, Uenzeghie), 11/37 [+ Ch Gu 18] 

hot spring among the hills in the Gumara valley. 

HCK94c Wera (Wära) 07/37 [20] 

HCS41 Wera (Uera, Weyra?) 07/37 [+ WO] 

HDC83 Wera (Uera) (mountain) 0856'/3656' 1965 m, 08/36 [+ Gz] 

 south of Sire 

Local History of Ethiopia Wel Wel - White © Bernhard Lindahl (2008)

Published online by the Nordic Africa Institute library | nai.uu.se/library 12 of 28



HDF70 Wera, see Wira 

HDT90 Wera 1047'/3827' 2307 m 10/38 [Gz] 

HEK10 Wera (area) 11/37 [WO] 

JDK29 Wera Bejiro 0917'/4323' 1653 m, 09/43 [Gz] 

 at some distance from Somalia 

 werab: waraab- (O) draw water 

HEK73c Werab (Uerab, Wereb, Wäräb, Warab) 1804 m 12/37 [+ Gu Pa n] 

 weraba (Harari), worabbo (Som) hyena; 

 warabboo (O) large antelope, eland? 

JDC86 Weraba (Uoraba, Wäräba) (area), 08/42 [+ WO Pa] 

 cf Waraba, Woraba 

HEF04 Weraba kebele 11/39 [Ad] 

 in south-easternmost Dese Zuriya wereda, 

 15 km south of Kombolcha; area 2,511 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDE55 Werabecha 0841'/3856' 2143 m, 08/38 [Gz] 

 south-west of Debre Zeyt 

JDJ41 Werabele 0925'/4144' 2394 m, 09/41 [Gz] 

 south-west of Dire Dawa 

JDK55 Werabeley 0935'/4300' 1748 m, north-east of Jijiga 09/43 [Gz] 

 werabesa: warabessa, waraab-esa (O) hyena 

HDL73 Werabesa 0945'/3846' 2645 m, see under Fiche 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 werabi: warabi (O) kind of sorghum 

HCS77 Werabi (Werabie) 07/38 [x Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 of Wurbareg sub-district) 

HDD64 Werabie, see Werabu 

JDH49 Werabile, see Waybera  

 werabu: warabu (O) to draw water 

HDD64 Werabu (Werabie) 0842'/3753' 2592 m, 08/37 [Gz] 

 south of Ambo 

HEM10 Weraf, see Wiraf 

JCN09c Weragu, 07/40 [20] 

 in Gololcha wereda. 

HEK.. Werahla (centre in 1964 of Ambachara sub-district) 12/37 [Ad] 

 

 werana: waraana (O) spear, battle; waraanaa (O) gadfly 

HDM72 Werana wereda (centre in 1964 = Liche), 09/39 [Ad] 

 cf Warane, also Baso & Werana 

HEJ99 Werangeb 1239'/3725' 2397 m, 12/37 [Gz] 

 north-west of and near Gondar 

 weransa: waransa, waraansa (O) wound, injury 

-- Werensha (Wäränsha), group of Oromo known in the 

 16th and 17th centuries 

 

HDT84 Weransa 1041'/3850' 2377 m, 10/38 [Gz] 

 north-east of Ajibar 

JEA48 Weranso (Uaranzo) (area) 1118'/4031' 601 m 11/40 [Gz WO] 

 Serdo - Weranso is in the Afar 1 administrative region (2000s). 

HDU27 Werantile & Wacho kebele (Wärantelé & Wach'o ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in north-eastern Kewet wereda, 27 km north-north-east 

 of Debre Sina; area 1,518 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 werase ..: seb (säb) (A) society, family 

HDU36 Werase & Seb kebele (Wärasé & Säb ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in northernmost Kewet wereda, 30 km north of Debre Sina; 
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 area 1,255 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEF40 Werayu 1115'/3924' 2122 m, north-west of Dessie 11/39 [Gz] 

HE... Werbabo (in Ambasel awraja) 11/39? [Ad] 

?? Werbarag (historically recorded), cf Urbarag ../.. [Pa] 

HBL02 Werda (mountain) 0337'/3836' 908 m, 03/38 [WO Gz] 

 at the border of Kenya 

KCG76 Werder (Warder, Wardair, Uardere, Wadere) 06/45 [Gz] 

 0658'/4520' 541 m, cf Warder 

 On the road to Moyale, with a check point of the finance guards. 

KCR24 Werder awraja 0730'/4600' (Welwel & Warder ..) 06/45 [Gz] 

 (centre in 1980 = Werder) 

JDH99 Werdi 0954'/4134' 750 m 09/41 [Gz] 

-- Were .., cf Werei .. 

 were (wäre) (A) news, gossip; wara, warra, werre (O) people, 

 family; among the Borana may refer to a nuclear family or 

 to an entire descent group; 

 ware (O) late morning; 

HDT54 Were Abu kebele 10/38 [Ad] 

 in central Wegdi wereda, 10 km south of Mahdere Selam; 

 area 2,134 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

-- were b..: Babo, name of an Ania tribe of the eastern Oromo 

GDM07 Were Babo (Werebabo) 0907'/3459' 1690 m 09/34 [Gz n] 

HD... Were Babo kebele 09/36 [20] 

 in Guto wereda in the Nekemte region. 

H.... Were Babo wereda (Werebabo .., Werebabu ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Bisitima), in Ambasel awraja 

 The wereda (-1994-) is divided into 20 rural and 2 urban kebeles among which 

 Adame, Arabati, Bazura town, Bokeksa, Bulbulo, Chali, Chikile, 

 Deye, Dubeta, Ejersa, Fito, Gedero, Gedida, Gere Babo, Goha, 

 Goli, Gubisa, Hadere, Hara, Ulaula 

HEF04 Were Baysu kebele 10/39 [Ad] 

 in the north-easternmost corner of Were Ilu wereda, 

 24 km south-southwest of Dessie; area 1,591 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEF34 Were Beytu kebele (Wärä Bäytu ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 in northernmost Kalu wereda, immediately south-east of lake Hardibo 

 and 10 km north-northeast of Kombolcha; area 2,219 hectares. [CSA 1994] 

 were d..: dale, daalee (O) cows /mostly/ with grey colour; 

 dalee (O) 1. camel; 2. melted butter; (Som) decorate 

-- Dale, a clan of the Arsi Oromo 

HDG27 Were Dale 0916'/3525' 1524 m, south of Nejo 09/35 [Gz] 

-- were hi..: Werre Himanu, a group of Oromo fighting 

 in Begemder in the 1600s; 

HEF40 Were Himano (Uorro Imano, Uoremaînu) 11/39 [En WO It Pa] 

 (W. Himenu, Wara Himano, Wärrä Himanu, Warra H.) 

 (Wärrähimano) 2338 m 

HEE18 Were Himeno awraja (Uorra .., Werehimnu ..) 11/39 [Gz Ad] 

 1100'/3910' (-1964-1987-)  

 (centre at least 1964-1980 = Tenta) 

 

 were ilu: iilo (Som) turn oneself aside; illow (Som) forget; 

-- Werre Illu, one of three groups of Wello Oromo who 

 made up the Sedeka (Sadacha) in the 1600s; 
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-- in modern time Ilu is a lineage of the Sabbo-Digalu 

 of the Borana people. 

 were i..: ilu (T) donkey, foal; iluu (O) be lenient 

 /in punishment/ 

HDU72 Were Ilu (Wore I., Uorra I., Ware I., Uorailu) 10/39 [MS Ro Gu 18] 

 (Were Elu, Werre Ilu, Warayelu, Warrayelu) 10/39 [MS Po x] 

 (Wire Ilu, Wara Haylu, Warra Hailu, W. Haîlou) 10/39 [n] 

 (Werielu, Wereyilu, Woreyilu, Woreilu, Uori-Elu) 

 (Fre: Ouorra Illou, O. Hailou, Ouerreilou) 

 Gz: 1036'/3926' = HDU71, 2717 m; MS: 1036'/3931' 2872 m 

 Adjoining to Were Ilu is Tulu Yulu kebele to the east, 

 south and west, and Kutir kebeles to the north. 

 Within a radius of 10 km there are at 

 1E      Kutir kebele 

 5E      Alge & Wentela kebele 

 9E      Korebtit kebele 

 4SE    Debre Nigist kebele 

 9SE    Set Amba kebele 

 8S      Kurfet kebele 

 2SW  Mesno Amba kebele 

 7SW  Ketari kebele 

 7SW  Ketari Washa kebele 

 9SW  Mojo kebele 

 10SW Amayu kebele 

 4W    Kere kebele 

 10W  Shekf kebele 

 8NW Gorana kebele 

 4-10NW Kutir kebeles, several 

               of the same name 

 With postal agent (sub-post office). 

 Emperero Menilek stayed at Were Ilu a number of times. 

HDU71 Were Ilu awraja (Uorra Ilu ..) 1040'/3930' 10/39 [Gz Ad] 

 (centre at least 1956-1980 = Were Ilu) (-1956-1987-) 

HDU72 Were Ilu sub-district 10/39 [Ad n] 

 (centre in 1964 = Were Ilu) 

HEF03c Were Ilu wereda (centre in 1964 = Kabi) 10/39 [Ad] 

 (-1994-) is divided into 41 rural and 4 urban kebeles among which 

 Adati, Arebfema, Awatel, Birbirti, Debre Nigist, Degnu, Delu, 

 Denbiya, Dildiy, Doyu, Gatira, Gishinet, Gorana, Gureta, Harewa, 

 Kechema, Kere, 13 Kutir, Mechela, Megosa, Mesno Amba, Shekf, 

 Siba, Tabot Mewaya, Tulu Yulu, Were Baysu, Weyn Amba 

 Akababi, Yilala 

 In Were Ilu wereda is Ajibar town (-1999-). Others 

 include Kabe, Were Ilu and Weyin Amba. 

 The wereda is bordered on the south-east by Jama, on the 

 west by Kelala, on the north-west by Legambo, on the north 

 by Dese Zuriya and on the east by the Oromiya Zone. 

-- were ja..: Jarso, a group of tribes of the eastern Oromo, 

 and a particular Warra Jarso 

HDS08 Were Jarso wereda (Wara J.. Werejarso ..) 09/38 [Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Goha Tsiyon) 

 (-1994-) is divided into 47 rural and 3 urban kebeles. 

 Several hundred peasant families in Were Jarso wereda 

 lost their homes in year 2000 because of land slides. 

 were ji..: jiru, jiruu (O) exist, live, dwell; business, work 
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HDG08 Were Jiru 0912'/3531' 1523 m, north of Yubdo 09/35 [Gz] 

HDG55 Were Jiru (Swe: Wora Djiro) 0932'/3514' 1591 m, 09/35 [Gz x] 

 about 20 km north-west of Nejo at the road to Mendi 

-- Were Kallu, Worre Kallu, an Oromo tribe 

?? Were Kallu (Wärrä Qallu, Wärraqalo), ../.. [+ Pa] 

 (historical locality in Däwaro) 

 were kalo: kallo, qallo (O) thin liquid; kalo, kaloo (O) 

 1. grass, grazing area; 2. belly of sheep or goat; 

 3. inaccessible; qalo (Som) sacrifice 

HEF73 Were Kalo kebele (Wärä ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 in south-western Habru wereda,  very near Wergesa to its north-east; 

 area 1,523 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 were me..: melka (A), malka (O) ford 

HDM16 Were Melka (Wara Malka, Uora Melca) 09/39 [+ Ne WO] 

 (ford), cf Ware 

 were mu..: mucha, muchaa (O) baby, young boy; 

 much'a (A) 1. large tree with green thorns, 

 Balanites aegyptiaca; 2. resin, glue 

JDJ56 Were Mucha (mountain) 0931'/4210' 2192 m, 09/42 [Gz] 

 north of Harar 

 were ruba: ware roba (O) late morning rain; 

 ruub, ruubad (Som) soft sand 

HFE47c Were Ruba (Uere Ruba) (valley) 13/39 [+ Gu] 

?? Were Sehin, in Yejju ../.. [x] 

HDJ15 Were Shewa (Were-Shew) 0910'/3705' 1851 m, 09/37 [Gz] 

 south of Hareto 

 were t..: tegga (t'ägga) (A) approach, come near 

HEF46 Were Tega (W. T'ega) 1115'/3953' 2057 m 11/39 [Gz] 

 were w..: waju (O) heal, recover health 

GDM04 Were Waju (Burac, Burah) 0903'/3443' 1516 m, 09/34 [Gz] 

 near map code GDF94 

 were wayu: wayyuu (O) 1. be better, be preferable; 

 2. messenger; 3. expert of beliefs 

HDT44c Were Wayu kebele 10/38 [Ad] 

 in Wegdi wereda farthest to the east at its southern border; 

 area 3,683 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEM04 Were Welo kebele (Wärä Wälo ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 in northern Habru wereda, 20 km east of Weldiya; area 1,588 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEK73c Wereb, see Werab 

HEF45 Wereba Abo 1116'/3948' 2577 m, 11/39 [Gz] 

 (mountain chain), south-east of Hayk 

H.... Werebabo, see Were Babo 

HEU02 Werebayo & Gebati sub-district 12/39 [Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Meswait) 

HE... Werebet sub-district (centre in 1964 = Mukalo) 11/39 [Ad] 

HDL66 Werebi 0937'/3900' 2605 m 09/39 [AA Gz] 

HDL80 Werebi 0947'/3829' 2573 m, 09/38 [AA] 

 south-east of Tulu Milki, see under Gebre Guracha 

 

 werebo (wäräbo) (A) kind of small antelope 

HDC12 Werebo 0816'/3650' 1513 m, north-west of Seka 08/35? [Gz Ad] 

 (sub-district & its centre in 1964) 
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HDC88 Werebo 0823'/3755' 1866 m 08/37 [Gz] 

HDH89 Werebo 0949'/3633' 2045 m 09/36 [Gz] 

HDK06 Werebo (peak) 0905'/3808' 2432 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 see under Ginchi, cf Warabo, Werabo, Worabbo 

HDK46 Werebo 0929'/3805' 1404 m 09/38 [AA Gz] 

HDL50 Werebo 0931'/3830' 1878 m 09/38 [AA Gz] 

HDT96 Werebo kebele 10/38 [Ad] 

 in eastern Kelala wereda at its northern border, 

 10 km north-west of Legwama; area 2,044 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 wereda kula, district fringe? kula, kuula (O) fringe 

HCU94 Wereda Kula 0803'/3945' 2473 m 

HDT51 Weredeb kebele 10/38 [Ad] 

 in south-western Sayint wereda, 15 km south-southwest 

 of Ajibar; area 1,446 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HD... Weredekal (in Menz .. awraja) 10/39? [Ad] 

 weregenu (wärägänu) (A) reserved lands for raising 

 and keeping government cattle and mules 

HDE92 Weregenu 0901'/3838' 2766 m, west of A. Abeba 09/38 [AA Gz] 

HDG05 Werego 0908'/3518' 1536 m, north-west of Yubdo 09/35 [Gz] 

HDT15 Werego Mesobit kebele 10/39 [Ad] 

 in north-western Lay Bet & Tach Bet wereda, 

 6 km west of Alem Ketema; area 4,219 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

JCN93 Weregu Mission Deke Dima 0807'/4004' 1989 m, 08/40 [Gz] 

 (with church Medhane Alem), south of Gololcha 

JDH13 Werehama 0914'/4102' 1996 m, 09/41 [Gz] 

 north-east of Asbe Teferi 

?? Werei Leke wereda /?/, in Tigray ../.. [20] 

 wereke t..: terara (A) mountain, ridge 

HEC63 Wereke Terara (Uorechie Tarara) 11/36 [+ It] 

HDL33 Werem 0921'/3842' 2485 m, north of Sululta 09/38 [AA Gz] 

HEM23 Weremegna kebele (Wärämägna ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 in south-western Kobo wereda, about 16 km south 

 of Kobbo town; area 6,390 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEM23 Wereminya Gebriel (.. Gebri'el) 1201'/3939', 12/39 [Gz] 

 north of Weldiya 

-- Weremo, Woremo, an Oromo tribe 

HEE47 Weremo Maryam (church) 1113'/3906', 11/39 [Gz] 

 south-west of Mekdela 

HDT.. Weremo Wajitu & Mida wereda 09/38 [Ad] 

 (Wärämo Wajetuna Mida ..) 

 (-1994-) is divided into 38 rural and 2 urban kebeles among which 

 Afer Bayne, Agam & Zeyda, Alabo, Angatet & Mekten, Azma, 

 Bedinlib, Biraba, Chiraro, Debre Gil & Karamchig, Dengore, Dire, 

 Gita & Deka, Gogabit, Gur Amba, Imbi Belo & Sherer, Inzibzib, 

 Kawet, Kera, Kerkere, Koso & Girigir, Kurebaymuda, Lebka & 

 Gadela, Mejit, Meragna & Akababi, Metela, Minaze, Nefasha, Rema, 

 Senbelet & Agamay, Shifere Amba, Shimbira Meda, Sorch & 

 Aredawayu, Tebabit, Tedla Giyorgis & Sola, Tegora Dabay, 

 Tema & Muhure, Weybla, Yigobiya 

HD... Weremo & Wajitu wereda (centre in 1964 = Rima) 09/38 [Ad] 

 weren chefe: chaffe (O) 1. meadow, place of outdoor 
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 assembly; 2. kind of tall swamp grass, used for roofing; 

 cheffe (ch'äffe) (A) lush grassy and slightly marshy land 

HDL84 Weren Chefe (.. Ch'efe) 0949'/3852' 2374 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 (with church Medhane Alem), east of Fiche 

 weren g..: guro, guroo (O) 1. raw cotton; 2. lump, hard mass; 

 guro (Som) 1. place cleared on loaded camel for people to sit; 

 2. pick up, collect for oneself 

HDH86 Weren Guro 0947'/3618' 2031 m 09/36 [Gz] 

HDL73 Werenche & Sokoru kebele (Wäränch'ä ..) 09/38 [Ad] 

 in Saya Debir & Wayu Insaro wereda near 

 its middle westernmost border, 25 km south-southwest 

 of Alem Ketema; area 641 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDE46 Werenechu (Werenech'u) 0833'/3858' 1743 m, 08/38 [Gz] 

 south-west of Mojo 

HDL92 Werengefu 0956'/3836' 2079 m, north-west of Fiche 09/38 [AA Gz] 

HDF34 Werenso 0825'/3945' 1942 m, 08/39 [Gz Ad] 

 (sub-district & its centre in 1964) 

HEE05 Werento kebele (Wäränt'o ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in north-westernmost Legambo wereda; area 1,825 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

JDG34c Werer (Fre: Ouerer) circa 0920'/4010' 09/40 [x] 

 Indicated on map of 1901, at the right bank of Awash river near where 

 an old caravan route from the lowland used to cross the river. 

HEC79 Werer Mikael (Uarer Micael) (church), 11/37 [+ It] 

 see under Bahir Dar 

HDD89 Wererso 0853'/3823' 2027 m, south of Addis Alem 08/38 [Gz] 

HDH17 Wereseyo 0912'/3624' 1582 m, 09/36 [Gz] 

 north-west of Nekemte 

JDJ37 Weresiyu sub-district 09/42 [Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Funyan Juba (Funyan Bira)) 

HDR96 Wereta, 1050'/3710', cf Werta 10/37 [MS] 

HEK12 Wereta, see Werota 

HDU10 Werew & Mark kebele (Wäräw & Marq ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 near southernmost Gera Midir & Keya Gebriel wereda at its 

 south-eastern border, 30 km west of Molale; area 2,089 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

JE... Werewayu sub-district (centre in 1964 = Tebissa), 11/40 [Ad] 

 cf Were Waju 

HDU72 Wereyilu, see Were Ilu 

 

 werga ..: agazen (agazän) (A,T) large antelope, esp. greater kudu 

HFE97 Werga Agazin 1425'/3909' 1878 m, north of Inticho 14/39 [Gz] 

-- wergar: Wargar, a probably nomad tribe known since the 1300s 

?? Wergar (Wärgar), historical Adal district in the 1300s ../.. [Pa] 

JCF90 Wergarti (Uergarti, Uelgarti) 0615'/4420' 475 m 06/44 [+ WO Gz] 

HEF73 Wergesa (Wirgesa, Wurgessa, Worgessa) 11/39 [MS Gz Po Ad] 

 (Wurgiesa, Wurghessa, Uorghesa) 11/39 [MS Te WO] 

 (centre in 1964 of Habiru wereda and 

 of Lai Kalo sub-district) 1133'/3937' 1820 m 

 Surrounding kebeles are Baykedagn to the north 

 and Baylawet to the south. 

 Within a radius of 10 km there are at 

 2E     Berebiyu kebele 

 6E     Gora Arba kebele 
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 8E     Girana kebele 

 8E     Way Teklo kebele 

 8SW  Dudu Arba kebele 

 2S     Denka kebele 

 3S     Wichale (settlement) 

 5S     Limo kebele 

 6S     Begido kebele 

 8S     Robit kebele 

 3SW  Abet kebele 

 8SW  Feka kebele 

 3W    Bizen kebele 

 8W    Kwashat kebele 

 9W    Feka kebele 

 9NW  Kula Kwaho kebele 

 2N     Were Kalo kebele 

 4N     Mehal Amba kebele 

 7N     Wete kebele 

 9NE   Agamsa kebele 

 With postal agent (sub-post office) under Dessie. 

?? Wergesa (visiting postman under Nazret) ../.. [Po] 

HFF00 Wergesha 1337'/3923' 1846 m, 13/39 [Gz] 

 north-west of Mekele 

HEE08 Wergo, see Wirgo 

H.... Weri (Wäri) (historically recorded area), ../.. [Pa] 

 a Gurage area known from the 1300s. 

H.... Weri (Ueri), in Tigray ../.. [+ Mi] 

HFE12 Weri, river at 1341'/3837' 13/38 [x] 

HFE.. Werie Lehe wereda (=Weri Leke?), 14/38 [Ad] 

 in the Adwa/Inticho region, 

 (-1994-) is divided into 43 rural and 3 urban kebeles. 

H.... Weri Leke wereda (-2004-), in Tigray ../.. [20] 

HFE16 Weriyege (Uorieghe) 1343'/3900', 13/39 [+ It Gz] 

 village on the southern slope of Werk Amba. 

JEH67c Werjeh (Wärjeh), see Gebel 

-- Werjeh, Wärjeh, pastoralists near town of Degwe in the 1300s; 

-- Werji, also a present-day ethnic group (or rather sub-group), 

 numbering about 20,536 according to the 1994 census 

HDF31 Werji (Wargi, Uarghi, Uargi) 0828'/3929' 1446 m, 08/39 [Gz WO Gu] 

 (with church Mikael), south-east of Nazret 

HDK88 Werji (Iergas, Jergas, Gergas) 0948'/3820' 2599 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 (with church Mikael), see under Gebre Guracha 

 Coordinates would give map code HDK89 

HDF42 Werji sub-district (Werjie ..) 08/39 [+ Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Bofa) 

 werk (wärq) (A) gold; werki (wärqi) (T) gold; 

 Werk (Work), also a male personal name 

HCN87 Werk (Uarc, T.) (hill), see Tule Werk 

HDE52 Werk (Uorch) (area) 08/38 [+ WO] 

 Werk Amba /which one not specified yet/ 

There are remains at Werk Amba of an otherwise unknown town 

 of the sultanate of Ifat in the 1200s. 

HDM76 Werk Amba (Werq A., Uork A.), see under Chano 09/39 [+ WO Ad] 

HDT05 Werk Amba (Werk' A., Werq A., Uorago) 10/38 [Gz q] 

 1001'/3853' 2175 m, south-east of Addis Derra 

HEF54 Werk Amba (Werk' A.) 1122'/3944' 2282 m, 11/39 [Gz] 
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 north-east of Hayk 

HEK53 Werk Amba (Werk' A., Werq A., Uorc A., Uarc A.) 12/37 [Gz q WO Gu] 

 (Warkamba) (with church and mission) 1214'/3751', 

 east of northernmost lake Tana 

HEP26 Werk Amba (Uorch A.) (area), see under Metemma 12/36 [+ WO] 

HES55 Werk Amba (Uorcamba) (area) 3147 m 13/37 [+ WO] 

HFE16 Werk Amba (Werk' A., Worku A., Uorc A.) 13/39 [Gz x WO Gu] 

 1344'/3900' 1941 m, (mountain peak), north of Abiy Adi 

HEC77 Werk Amba Giyorgis (Uorcamba Gheorghis) 11/37 [+ It] 

HDT15 Werk Amba kebele (Wärk ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in western Lay Bet & Tach Bet wereda, 

 12 km west of Alem Ketema; area 6,188 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDU23 Werk Amba kebele (Wärq ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in south-eastern Gera Midir & Keya Gebriel wereda, 

 16 km north of Molale; area 486 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

?? Werk Deba? ../.. [x] 

HDM81 Werk Igur Gebriel (Werk' Igur Gebri'el) (church), 09/39 [Gz] 

 0948'/3925', north-west of Debre Birhan 

HER27 Werk Lebo (Uerc Lebo) (convent and/or mission), 12/37 [+ WO Gz] 

 1252'/3717', north-west of Gondar, 

 on map of 1814 using spelling Werkleva. 

 werk m..: midir (A) earth, land, region 

HER48 Werk Midir (Uorche Medir) (area) 13/37 [+ WO] 

HF... Werk Segeh (Workhsegeh), 13/39 [+ x] 

 a little north of Abiy Adi and south of Mai Keneta 

 werka, warka (A) kinds of wild fig tree such as Ficus vasta 

HCP17 Werka (Uorca) 0723'/3622' 1559 m, 07/36 [+ Gz] 

 north-east of Bonga 

HDK05 Werka (Werk'a, Werqa) 0903'/3801' 2410 m, 09/38 [AA Gz q] 

 (with church Giyorgis to the north), near HDD95 

HDK06 Werka (Werk'a, Werqa) 0906'/3804' 2480 m, 09/38 [AA Gz q] 

 see under Ilfeta, cf Warka 

HD... Werka (Hagere Maryam), in Bulga/Kasim wereda, 09/39? [x] 

 (with church Igzi'abher Ab Debir) 

HDU56 Werka Amanuel 1027'/3954' 1884 m 10/39 [Gz] 

HDT05 Werka Amba 0959'/3854' 1601 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 (with church Hana) 

 werka dengiya, wild fig-tree rock 

HEJ07 Werka Dingay (Warka Dengia, W. Dengo), 11/37 [+ Ch WO] 

 (small island in lake Tana) 

HDM14 Werka Mikael (.. Mika'el) (church) 0913'/3947' 09/39 [Gz] 

JDJ58 Werkabeysa (Uorcabeisa) (area) 09/42 [+ WO] 

HFE16 Werkamiba, see Werk Amba 

HEF.. Werkaria (Vorkaria) (visiting postman under Dessie) 11/39 [Po n] 

HEF43 Werkariya kebele (Wärqariya ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 in mid-easternmost Kuta Ber wereda, 3 km east 

 of Kuta Ber settlement; area 1,481 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 werke (O) kind of tree, Dracaena afromontana; 

 werkeh (O) food plant, Ensete ventricosum; worke (O) gold 

HDK06 Werke (Werk'e, Werqe, M. Uorche, Uorke, Worke) 09/38 [Gz q WO Gu] 

 (mountains) 0905'/3808' 2432, 3099 m, west of Addis Alem 

HDL71 Werke (Werk'e, Werqe) 0942'/3832' 2555 m, 09/38 [AA Gz q] 
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 south-west of Fiche 

HDT62 Werke Abo kebele (Wärqé .. ..) 10/38 [Ad] 

 in south-western Debre Sina wereda, 17-23 km 

 south-west of Mekane Selam; area 1,199 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

?? Werke Amba (town) in Ambasel wereda (-1999-) ../.. [Ad] 

HDT05 Werke Amba (Werk'e A., Werqe A., Uorago) 10/38 [Gz q] 

 1001'/3853' 2380 m (with church Maryam) 

HDT77 Werke Beskut kebele (Wärqé Bäskut ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in central eastern Kelala wereda, 9 km south-south-west 

 of Legwama; area 1,264 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDT85 Werke kebele (Wärqé ..) 10/38 [Ad] 

 in central Kelala wereda in its northern part, 

 20 km west of Legwama; area 1,954 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEM24c Werke kebele (Wärqé ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 three adjoining kebeles with the same name in the south-easternmost corner 

 of Kobo wereda, about 25 km south-east of Kobbo town; areas 8,015 and 

 4,000 and 10,166 hectares with the largest of them fully out into the corner 

 of the wereda border. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDT64 Werke Meskele kebele (Wärqé Mäskqälé ..) 10/38 [Ad] 

 in central Debre Sina wereda at its southern border, 

 5 km south-west of Mekane Selam; area 1,146 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

?? Werke Nasse (Worke N.), in Wellega ../.. [x] 

 Village with a simple rectangular /Evangelical?/ church, 

 in the 1970s also was used as a school. 

HDT64 Werke Wariho kebele (Wärqé ..) 10/38 [Ad] 

 in northernmost central Wegdi wereda, 

 5 km south of Mekane Selam; area 1,347 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEK91 Werkembich 12/37 [WO] 

HEE09 Werkemecha kebele (Wärkämäch'a ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in eastern Legambo wereda, 10 km east-north-east of Akista; 

 area 2,501 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HES32 Werkesha (Uorchescia) (area), see under Dabat 12/37 [+ WO] 

HE... Werketawe (on map of 1814) 13/39 [18] 

 werki (wärqi) (T) gold 

?? Werki (historically recorded) ../.. [Pa] 

HFE17 Werkibet (Worke Bet) (w rock-hewn church Mikael), 13/39 [x] 

 see under Temben churches 

?? Werkleva, mentioned in the 1770s ../.. [Pa] 

?? Werko, in southern Genale awraja 06/39 [x] 

 (centre of a wereda in the 1980s) 

HDT71 Werko (Werk'o, Werqo) 1039'/3834' 2380 m, 10/38 [Gz q] 

 at Abay river north-west of Ajibar 

HEJ20 Werko, river at 1200'/3738' 12/37 [x] 

 werku (wärqu) (A) the gold; 

 Werku (Worku), a male personal name 

HDK55 Werku (Werk'u, Werqu) 0935'/3758' 2464 m 09/37 [AA Gz q] 

 werku n..: nasi, nasii (O) 1. copper; 2. kind of rifle 

HDG.. Werku Nasi (Worku N.), in Gimbi awraja 09/35 [x] 
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HDU13 Wero kebele (Wäro ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in eastern Lalo Midir & Mama Midir wereda, 

 a little south-east of Molale; area 591 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDU01 Werogero kebele 10/39 [Ad] 

 in western Mafud, Mezezo, Moja & Wadera wereda, 

 15 km west-southwest of Sela Dingay; area 1,790 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 werota: werrota (wärrota) (A) benefit, favour, reward 

HEK12 Werota (Wereta) 1154'/3742' 1836 m, 11/37 [Gz] 

 east of the middle of lake Tana 

HEK12 Werota (Werotta, Worota, Worotta, Worrota) 11/37 [Gz Ca Te Po] 

 (Woreta, Woretta, Wereta, Weretta) 1155'/3742' 1828 m, 

 (with sub-post office under Gondar), east of lake Tana 

 1990s?: A new campus for Woreta College of Agriculture 

 was designed by National Consultants. 

 Situated 3.5 km from where the road from Debre Tabor branches off 

 towards Gondar or Bahir Dar. 

HDU72 Werre Ilu, see Were Ilu 

JDJ02 Wersi 0904'/4147' 1690 m, south of Grawa 09/41 [Gz] 

JFB24 Werta (Uerta) (mountain) 1350'/4104' 674 m, 13/41 [+ WO Gz] 

 near the borter of Eritrea 

 wertat (T) season 

HEF33 Wertaya kebele (Wärt'aya ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 in the northern part of central Dese Zuriya wereda; 

 5 km south-west of Dessie; area 1,862 hectares 

 [CSA 1994]. 

HEE29 Wertej kebele (Wärt'äj ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 in mid-southernmost Tenta wereda; area 3,275 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HE... Werteya sub-district (centre in 1964 = Debre Tsige) 11/39 [Ad] 

HDL65 Wertu (Wert'u) 0936'/3855' 2645 m 09/38 [AA Gz] 

HDL65 Wertu (Wert'u) 0938'/3854' 2593 m 09/38 [AA Gz] 

HDL65 Wertu (Wert'u) 0939'/3855' 2675 m 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 The three Wertu above are at 6½ and 2 km distance from each other, 

 all south-east of Debre Libanos. 

HDJ16 Weru 0914'/3713' 2427 m, south-east of Hareto 09/37 [Gz] 

HDM70 Weryo 0945'/3920' 2695 m, 09/39 [Gz] 

 north-west of Debre Birhan 

?? Werze (on map of 1814), 10/42? [18] 

 on the caravan route from Zeyla to Harar. 

HEF.. Wesel (Wäsäl) (historical locality) 11/39 [+ Pa] 

 wesen (wäsän) (A) border, boundary; 

 Wesen (Wossen), a male personal name 

HES42 Wesen 1305'/3811' 3006 m, north of Deresge 13/38 [Gz] 

HDU17 Wesen kebele (Wäsän ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in central Kewet wereda at its eastern border, immediately east of 

 Shewa Robit and 22 km north-east of Debre Sina; area 930 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 wesena: wessene (wässänä) (A) delimit 

HDC44 Wesena 0833'/3700' 1635 m 08/37 [Gz] 

 

-- weserbi: Wasorbi, Osarbi, Wassarbi, name of 

 a Tulama Oromo tribe 

HDL66 Weserbi 0940'/3859' 2510 m 09/38 [Gz] 

Local History of Ethiopia Wel Wel - White © Bernhard Lindahl (2008)

Published online by the Nordic Africa Institute library | nai.uu.se/library 22 of 28



HDL78 Weserbi (Uessarbi) (area) 09/39 [Gz WO] 

HDL66 Weserbi sub-district (centre in 1964 = Lege Dima) 09/38 [AA Ad] 

HDU02 Wesha Ters, see Wisha Tirs 

HDM63 Wesha Weshegn, see Wisha Wishign 

HDT77 Weshat, see Wishat 

HEF91 Weshebo 1143'/3927' 3230 m, 11/39 [Gz] 

 south-west of Weldiya 

 weshela (wäshäla) (A) uncircumcized 

HCC35 Weshele 0544'/3706' 856 m 05/37 [Gz] 

HDU40 Weshengir 1024'/3923' 2664 m 10/39 [Gz] 

HCP03 Weshi 0718'/3559' 1780 m 07/35 [Gz] 

HEM31 Wesiam Maryam (Wesi'am M.) 1205'/3928', 12/39 [Gz] 

 (church), north-west of Weldiya 

HDM36 Wesil kebele 09/39 [Ad] 

 an unusually large kebele in eastern-most Berehet wereda; 

 area 14,556 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 weska (wäska) (A) stretcher with two long poles; 

 wekka (wäqqa) (A) thresh, beat grain with a stick 

HCA48 Weska Weka (Uesca Ueca) 0549'/3536' 636 m, 05/35 [+ WO Gz] 

 cf Woska 

HCA47 Weska Wera (Uesca Uera) (well) 05/35 [+ WO] 

HEE89 West Amba, see Wist Amba 

?? West Imi wereda ../.. [Ad] 

HDU17 Weste Embway, see Wiste Imbway 

HDU25 Wetaga kebele 10/39 [Ad] 

 narrow small kebele at the western border of southern Efrata & Gidim wereda, 

 15 km south-west of Efeson; area 255 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 wetate: wettate (wätt'at'e) (A) my young man or woman? 

HDL73 Wetate (Wet'at'e) 0945'/3843' 2848 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 south of Fiche 

-- Wetawit language, see Berta 

HEF72 Wetchale, see Wichale 

JDJ31 Wete, cf Wata 09/41 [MS] 

HEF93 Wete kebele (Wäté ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 at the mid-western border of Habru wereda, 

 immediately south-west of Mersa; area 5,241 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HED72 Wete Mera circa 1134'/3747', 11/37 [20] 

 area east of the upper part of Tilet stream and 

 west of Debza river. 

 wetebet: wet bet (wät' bet) (A) kitchen 

HE... Wetebet sub-district 12/37 [Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Wencher Giyorgis) 

HDU75 Wetefe kebele (Wät'äfé ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in south-eastern Gishe Rabel wereda, 28 km east-southeast 

 of Were Ilu; area 2,924 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 

HEU22 Weteg 1255'/3935' 2865 m, north of Maychew 12/39 [Gz] 

 

HEE76 Wetege kebele (Wätägé ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 in western central Dawint & Delanta wereda, 7 km south-southeast 

 of Bete Hor; area 1,698 hectares. 
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 [CSA 1994] 

HEF91 Wetek kebele (Wät'äq ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 in central Guba Lafto wereda at the beginning of its "arm" stretching out 

 southwards, 10 km south-west of Weldiya; area 781 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 weter (wätär) (A) string of a bow or musical instrument 

JDJ31 Weter (Woter) 0922'/4146' 1988 m, 09/41 [Gz Po] 

 south-west of Dire Dawa 

 One Weter has a sub-post office under Dire Dawa. 

JDJ32 Weter 0921'/4149' 1945 m, 09/41 [Gz] 

 south-west of Dire Dawa 

HDF03 Wetera 0809'/3939' 2617 m 08/39 [Gz] 

 wetet (wätät) (A) milk 

HEC54 Wetet Abay 1122'/3702' 1972 m, 11/37 [Gz] 

 north-east of Dangila 

 wetet b..: ber (bärr) (A) pass, gate, entrance 

?? Wetet Ber (Watat Bar), see under Kogar ../.. [+ Ch] 

 wetete (wät'ät'ä) (A) 1. ram, male sheep; 2. my milk? 

HEE28 Wetetiya 1106'/3912' 3189 m, 11/39 [Gz] 

 (with church Giyorgis) 

HEE76 Weteye 1131'/3900' 2860 m, south of Bete Hor 11/39 [Gz] 

HDM64 Weti, see Witi 

JBS63 Wetka (Uetca) 0508'/4248' 568 m 05/42 [+ Gz] 

HBK39 Weto (Ueto) (mountain) 0354'/3821' 1503 m, 10/42 [+ WO Gz] 

 at some distance from the border of Kenya 

HCS93 Wetra 0805'/3750' 2073 m, west of Imdibir 08/37 [Gz] 

GDM.. Wetsewaddeessa kebele 09/34 [20] 

 in Begi region of Beni Shangul. 

JD... Wetti (in Webera awraja) 09/41? [Ad] 

HEM51 Wetwet kebele (Wätwät ..) 12/39 [Ad] 

 in the north-eastern corner of Gidan wereda; area 6,164 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

JCG64 Weyabeta 0657'/4012' 2778 m 06/40 [Gz] 

 weyba, weiba (A,T) kinds of tree, Combretum molle, 

 Terminalia brownii 

HDL92 Weyba 0953'/3839' 2344 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 (with church Giyorgis), north-west of Fiche 

HDS81c Weybenye sub-district (Weybegne ..) 10/37 [+ Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Feres Bet) 

HED60c Weybenye Maryam (Weybegne Mariam), 11/37 [+ Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 of Genj sub-district) 

HDT25 Weybla kebele 10/38 [Ad] 

 in western Weremo Wajitu & Mida wereda, immediately 

 to the south-east of Rema; area 2,260 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

?? Weyeb sub-district (-1997-) ../.. [n] 

HED21 Weyfat 1103'/3737' 2340 m, west of Mota 11/37 [Gz] 

HCM71 Weyge 0658'/3927' 2795 m, east of Dodola 06/39 [Gz] 

HDK49 Weyi 0927'/3821' 2375 m 09/38 [AA Gz] 

HED25 Weyibla 1105'/3801' 2423 m 11/38 [Gz] 

HDM.? Weyin Amba (with church Maryam), 09/39 [x] 

 in Bulga/Kasim wereda 

HDU11 Weyin Amba (Wein A., Weyn A.) 10/39 [Gz Po] 

 1003'/3925' 2345 m, west of Molale 

 One of these has sub-post office under Dessie 
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HDU11 Weyin Amba 1005'/3929' 2772 m, west of Molale 10/39 [Gz] 

?? Weyin Amba (Derek Amba) (town), ../.. [Ad] 

 in Kelela wereda (-1991-). 

HD... Weyin Amba wereda? (Woin A..) 10/39? [20] 

-- Weyin Wuha, see Weyn Wiha 

HEE99 Weyis kebele (Wäyes ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 in eastern Dawint & Delanta wereda, 12 km north-east 

 of Wegel Tena; area 1,113 hectares. [CSA 1994] 

?? Weyisu?, see Woyisso 

HDU64 Weyit 1032'/3942' 2885 m, south-east of Were Ilu 10/39 [Gz] 

-- Weyito, Weyto, Waito, small Amharic-speaking 

 Muslim group at Lake Tana 

HEU20 Weykaeb (Weyk'a'eb, Weyqaeb), 12/39 [Gz] 

 1256'/3924' 2336 m, north-west of Maychew 

HET.. Weykal Kidane Mihret (Ueical Chidane Meret), 13/38 [+ Gu] 

 (church) 

HES.. Weyla (Weila, Ueila) 2740 m 13/38 [+ Ad Gu] 

 (centre in 1964 of Mehal Ager sub-district) 

 weyn (wäyn) (A) 1. vine, climber, Vitis vinifera; 

 2. grape, wine; weyn (Som) large, big 

HDU11 Weyn Amba, see Weyin Amba 

HDU80 Weyn Amba Akababi kebele 10/39 [Ad] 

 centrally in western Were Ilu wereda, 18 km north-west 

 of Were Ilu town; area 3,418 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDM31 Weyn Amba kebele 09/39 [Ad] 

 in western Hagere Maryam & Kesem wereda, 

 a little south of Koremash; area 1,250 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HDU11 Weyn Amba kebele 10/39 [Ad] 

 in western Lalo Midir & Mama Midir wereda, 

 15 km west of Molale; area 1,408 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 

 weyn wiha (A) wine water 

H.... Weyn Wiha (Weyin Wuha) 10/38? [20] 

 town in Bibugn wereda 

HDM85 Weyn Wiha kebele (Wäyn Weha ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in south-eastern Mafud, Mezezo, Moja & Wadera wereda, 

 5 km east-south-east of Debre Sina; area 901 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

H.... Weyn Wiha Medhane Alem (.. Wuha .. ..) 10/38 [+ Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 of Weyn /Woyen?/ Weha sub-district) 

 weyna (A) 1. (from Somali wayn) large, big; 

 2. wine-coloured 

HEJ59 Weyna (Wayna) 1218'/3726' 1787 m, 12/37 [Gz 20] 

 (known in the 1600s) 

HDM61 Weyna Bedera kebele 09/39 [Ad] 

 in south-westernmost Debre Birhan Zuriya & Keyit wereda, 

 11 km west-south-west of Debre Birhan town; area 1,074 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 

 weyna dega (A) land at medium altitude 

HEK62? Weyna Dega (Wayna Daga, Wäynadäga) 12/37 [20 Pa] 

 (Fre: Ouaina Déga) 
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HEK62 Weyna Dega sub-district 12/37 [Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Mikael Debir) 

HEK50 Weyna Kidane Mihret (Waina Kedanemehret) 12/37 [+ Ch] 

 weynaber: ber (bärr) (A) entrance, gate, pass 

HEK52 Weynaber (Uainabar) (church) 12/37 [+ WO] 

?? Weynahara (Afar locality and tribe), cf Tena ../.. [n] 

HDS.. Weyname Kidane Mihret (church), 10/38 [x] 

 about 5 km north-west of Bichena, see under that name 

 weyne h..: weyne (O) guereza monkey, Colobus abyssinicus; 

 hara (O) 1. lake, pool; 2. common land, anything for common use; 

 3. haraa, broom /of twigs/, sweepings; (Geez) army, troops; 

 haaraa (O) new, strange 

?? Weyne Hara, see Tena 

?? Weynge (locality in Wegda) ../.. [n] 

HDM72 Weyniye  & Gedenbo kebele (Wäyneyé .. ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 in central western Debre Birhan Zuriya & Keyit wereda, 

 3 km north-west of Debre Birhan town; area 921 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEM11 Weyniye kebele (Wäyneyé ..) 11/39 [Ad] 

 in western Guba Lafto wereda at its northern border, 

 15 km north-west of Weldiya; area 2,333 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

HEM34 Weyno Dikalo kebele (Wäyno Diqalo ..) 12/39 [Ad] 

 in mid-easternmost Kobo wereda, 10 km south-east 

 of Kobbo town; area 8,246 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

?? Weynober (= Weyno Ber? Wenober) (mountain) ../.. [20] 

 Its peak reaches altitude 4472 m which makes it the 4th highest 

 mountain in Ethiopia. 

 weynoch (A) grapes in plural 

HE... Weynoch (centre in 1964 of Gallager sub-district) 12/37 [Ad] 

HE... Weynoch Giyorgis, in Gondar awraja 12/37 [Ad] 

HEK64 Weynzeregye (Uoinzereghie) (area) 12/37 [+ WO] 

HCJ39 Weyo 0638'/3728' 1378 m 06/37 [Gz] 

JEA42 Weyo 1118'/4001' 1519 m, north of Bati 11/40 [Gz] 

HDU06 Weyr Amba sub-district 09/39 [Ad] 

 (centre Armanya 1967-1970s) 

 

 weyra (wäyra) (A) forest tree, wild olive, Olea africana 

HCR59 Weyra 0743'/3729' 2350 m 07/37 [Gz] 

HDT08 Weyra 0957'/3911' 2625 m 09/39 [Gz] 

 (with church Mikael to the west) 

HEM23c Weyra (Uoira) (pass) 1550 m 12/39 [+ Gu] 

 Although weyra means wild olive, it is euphorbias which grow there. 

-- Weyra Amba, as old name see also Dessie 

HDU05 Weyra Amba 0958'/3948' 1679 m 09/39 [Gz] 

 north of Debre Sina, cf Weyramba 

HDL99 Weyra Amba & Yigolta kebele (.. .. Yegolta ..) 09/39 [Ad] 

 at the middle of the easternmost border of Moret & Jiru wereda, 

 10 km north-east of Inewari; area 1,396 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 

HDM94 Weyra Amba kebele 09/39 [Ad] 

 in eastern Mafud, Mezezo, Moja & Wadera wereda, 

 6 km north-east of Debre Sina; area 1,084 hectares. 
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 [CSA 1994] 

 weyra baye, many wild olives? bayye (O) abundant, many 

HEM23 Weyra Baye (Uoira Baie) 1159'/3941' 1540 m 11/39 [+ Gu Gz] 

 weyra ber (A) olive tree pass; 

 ber (bärr) (A) pass, gate, entrance 

HEC.. Weyra Ber 11/37 [x] 

HED94 Weyra Ber kebele (Wäyra Bär ..) 11/38 [Ad] 

 in north-western Meket wereda, 12-25 km north-northwest 

 of Filakit; area 7,645 hectares. 

 [CSA 1994] 

 weyra be..: beret (bärät) (A) zeriba, thorn enclosure for cattle 

HEM11 Weyra Beret (Madscel, Majelli) 11/39 [Gz] 

 1156'/3927' 3101 m, north-west of Weldiya 

H.... Weyra Debre (centre in 1964 of Dollu sub-district) 10/39 [Ad] 

 weyra wiha (A) water where wild olives grow 

HEM85 Weyra Wiha (Weira W., Weyra Wuha, Woira Waha) 12/39 [+ Gz Po 20] 

 1227'/3946' 1657 m, 

 town in Raya Azebo wereda 

 Centre in 1964 of Chercher wereda & sub-district. 

 With postal agent (sub-post office). 

 weyramba: weyra amba (A) wild olive mountain 

HD... Weyramba sub-district (Weiramba ..) 09/39 [+ Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Shola Meda), cf Weyra Amba 

HED98 Weyraye 1141'/3819' 2517 m, 11/38 [Gz] 

 south-east of Debre Tabor 

HES21 Weyraye 1251'/3740' 2744 m, south-west of Dabat 12/37 [Gz] 

HBR66 Weyro 05/37 [MS] 

-- Weyto, Weyito, ethnic group numbering about 1,631 

 according to the 1994 census 

-- Weyto language (Weyt'o, Wayto) is extinct 

HBR74 Weyto (Weyt'o, Wäyt'o) 0513'/3700' 571 m, 05/37 [Gz] 

 east of Hamer Koke 

The little village of Weyto lies halfway between Konso and Key Afar. 

?? Weyto wereda, ../.. [Ad] 

 recently located within the South Omo Zone. 

HDE85 Weyu 0853'/3854' 2356 m, east of Akaki 08/38 [Gz] 

?? Weyzazir sub-district (Woizazir ..) ../.. [+ Ad] 

 (centre in 1964 = Dego) 

 weyzero (wäyzäro) (A,T) 1. Lady, Mrs, Madam; 

 2. estates belonging to the ancient nobility were known as 

 weyzero, "land of princess" 

HDL41 Weyzero 0925'/3834' 1907 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 (with church Mikael to the west) 

HDE89 Weyzero Askale (Uizero Ascale) 08/39 [+ WO] 

 wez (wäz) (T) mine /for minerals/; (A) sweat, transpiration 

 wezemi: wazema (A) eve; (T) hymn; wezzam (wäzzam) (A) 

 lively, bright /face/; midir (A) land 

HDU04 Wez Midir kebele (Wäz Meder ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 at the eastern border of northern Mafud, Mezezo, Moja & Wadera wereda, 

 8 km east of Sela Dingay; area 1,552 hectares. [CSA 1994] 

HDT00 Wezemi 0959'/3828' 2049 m, 09/38 [AA Gz] 

 north-east of Tulu Milki 

HDU84 Wezhed kebele (Wäzhäd ..) 10/39 [Ad] 

 in north-easternmost Gera Midir & Keya Gebriel wereda, 

 5 km west of Majete; area 738 hectares. [CSA 1994] 
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HE... White sub-district (also its centre in 1964 = ?) 11/39 [Ad] 
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